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	Assignment one

In this essay, I shall look at the following question: Consider how education for sustainable development and global youth work can contribute to contemporary youth work practice. To do this I will look at the recent world events and how these have had an impact within youth work and how as youth workers and practitioners, can encourage young people who want to learn more about these current events happening in today’s society. The essay will also look at  news sources such as the Guardian, BBC and more to look at the impact of the young people and how they have responded to the global changes in the climate that have occurred in the recent years. This essay will also look at sustainability organisations that work with young people and adults in third world countries, who are still behind on living wages, the impacts of natural causes in the world and the effects on the market. As such, showing young people and explaining what we can do to help them to learn about sustainability and what they can do to help with the issue as young people in todays society.
In today’s youth work setting, Global Youth work and sustainability and development have been important for a long time, and in more recent times, it has become even more relevant to the young people we work with. Young people around the world have become more interested with the sustainability of our planet and what is happening to our planet if our society does not start changing and developing new ways to make our world more sustainable. In recent years, young people have been a voice in the fight for climate change and protesting for world governments to make changes in order to help the planet heal in order to stop the climate getting to a point of no return.  In the last few years, young people have taken up to challenging the government to make changes to how we use the worlds natural resources, how they have been squandered or to look for alternatives that will not damage the environment.  A quote form Nauture.com website says the following about young people when it comes to climate strikes that have been happening in the last year: “From Jakarta to New York City, children and teenagers are walking out of class and marching in the streets to demand action on climate change. And the world is taking notice.” (Nature, 2019) This tells us that young people from around the globe are taking notice and want action from their governments to tackle global warming and the climate change it causes. This is showing us that young people do care about their environment and how it is being affected, even to today. Since the start of the protests, many young people have joined in, made their own voices clear in what their own opinion of the situation and as youth workers, we should encourage them and help them learn more about what they are passionate about. An example of how a young person voice can make a difference is a young girl named Greta Thunberg, who is a Swedish national who started to protest climate change one day a week, who then started to get a following after starting to protest.  The young person has since protesting, changed how she travels. A quote from Vox says the following, “Thunberg has become an increasingly influential figurehead and voice for youth climate angst and activism. Since she no longer flies because of the aviation’s industry’s high carbon emissions.” (Urfan, 2019). This shows how a young person’s actions can have a positive effect on other young people when leading by example. Since she made such decisions, she had stopped flying and when travelling to other countries that would require a plan or a boat, she has been traveling by zero emissions sail boat to ensure she contributed to solving the problem.
If a young person approaches a youth worker wanted to learn more about sustainability, then as a someone in a position to help the young person better their own knowledge on sustainability, we can look up the information, look at what services are available to help young people learn about the topic to the best of our own abilities. Youth workers can help young people learn more about the subject, as there is more to this than just the environment itself, there are other issues such as where does our clothing, food, our computers and gaming devices such as PlayStation and Xbox come from? Where does it all go once you have no need for such items anymore, if its recycled, how does it get recycled and where. Youth workers can help expand the young people’s knowledge of such topics in accordance with the National Occupational Standards and the five pillars of youth work. By working this in with the Education for sustainability and global citizenship, we can help young people make more informed decisions about what they buy, where it comes from, what to do with the items they have been given and used. We could teach young people how the entire cycle works, from first being produced, where it is then finished, to then where an item is shipped, how far that items has to travel and how it is sent, to how it ends up on a shelf in a store near them and what happens after the item breaks, or if that young person after a few years decides to get the newer better version, to then where that item they discarded goes. How the entire process is or can be damaging to the environment, even if the items in question are being sent to be recycled in other countries. We can teach young people about the other options other than recycling, like donating to another young person who has less than them or providing such items to charity organisations that can make use of these items for those less fortunate. By teaching young people about such topics, this would allow them to make their own informed decisions on what they do and weather they would want to contribute towards making informed changes, weather that would be in their own personal life or in a youth club environment.
As young people learn and develop new knowledge and skills within this topic, as youth workers, we can also help young people understand about other children, young people and adults in third world countries, how they live, how they work and how little they get for the produce they farm. Many young people may not be aware of why the items their families or themselves buy, and who gets the worst end of the deal. The Fairtrade website states the following about the chocolate industry and how it still does not pay the farmers who produce the coco:
The chocolate industry is worth £4billion in the UK. Despite this many cocoa farmers in West Africa, where 60% of cocoa is grown, are living in poverty and are unable to pay for essentials like food, send their children to school or buy medicine if they fall sick.																					          (FairTrade, 2019)
This itself shows just how much third world farmers are still struggling to eat, provide for their own families, get an educate their own children and look after themselves when they become ill. By teaching young people about what they buy and where it comes from, young people can get a better understanding of the world they live in and how others across the world, are in worse position than themselves. we can teach young people of organisations that support these less fortunate, such as Fairtrade and why organisations such as these are important and the information, they provide is accurate.  As youth workers, by looking into such information, we can help build up a wealth of knowledge to teach the young people about how we could improve these situations by just changing our habits to help those less fortunate, by buying local, looking for Fairtrade symbol on the chocolate and coffee we buy. We can teach young people about the natural effects on the world and why they have such an impact on the products, food, and clothing we buy every day.
Looking at recent issues that have arisen to cause issues in society, as youth workers and practitioners, can educate young people even about how COVID -19 can effect what happens in the world, the products we buy, the services we use and how it has an impact on the global community. One of the biggest issues which has recently occurred since the COVID-19 incident is panic buying. The Independent said the following about shops since this has happened: “Supermarkets including Tesco, Asda and Waitrose have implemented rationing of certain items and social distancing measures in response to customers panic-buying and stockpiling.” (Barr, 2020). We can teach young people about the effects of panic buying and how this has an impact on the market, how it effects the prices of items they purchases and how such recent events, have impacted on how much a person can buy at a time. We can teach the young people also about how panic buying can also increase the prices of items in which become high in demand when there is less of it to go around for people who want or need it. Help young people understand and learn why impacts on shops closing will have a huge impact on the economy and what they can do as youth workers and young people to help lessen the risks on local shops that support and run in the community every day. We can also teach young people about how such impacts can affect the poorer of the community or how this effects the elderly and what the impacts on themselves are. 
In conclusion, I do believe that Education for sustainability and global youth work is important in todays society and youth work. It has a big impact on the young people’s day to day lives, weather they know it or not and how these impacts will affect their future. The impacts that the this has is important now and for the future as it allows the young people to fully understand that they do have a voice when it comes to making decisions, for themselves, others and their environment they live in. This subject shows the young people how many others around the world are not so lucky in other counties and how their own decisions can make a change to that even if such decisions are small.  It applies to a lot of what is going on in the world today, with the process of buying food, cloths and other items which many young people at that time would consider necessities and how world events can impact this and change the market in which many of the young peoples families would buy from. Another impact in which would help influence the young peoples decisions in taking part in such activities is about the protests about the climate, how our governments need to change how people travel, recycle, throw objects away and listening to the young people who use their own voice and rights to ask it to change the way it acts for the better for future generations to come.
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