ACTIVITY 1 : Brief overview of past professional experience to date 

Some professional experience that I've had to date is that I spent two years in college studying a construction in the built environment course that broadened my knowledge of different aspects of the construction industry mainly relating to a more management roll. This is led in nicely too the course that I am now undertaking at University as it's covered similar aspects meaning I'm a bit more prepared. During my time in college I also worked on site for a couple of days a month in the second year. I enjoyed this greatly as it gave me an insight into the construction industry that I hadn't had before and I gained on site knowledge after, after I finished college I then worked on site during the summer Holidays this was Very beneficial as it meant I could spend the full week on site growing my knowledge and also growing my skills. 


ACTIVITY 2 : Diary Log 

 During the first three months I have been at university a lot has happened, it has been a good learning experience because its different to anything I have done before. This said, it is also a lot more challenging than anything I have done. This also has not been helped by the fact we are in a pandemic, which doesn’t allow us to have lessons in class or face to face, this is one aspect that has been difficult for me. Doing the lessons online is something I haven’t experienced before, and this therefore makes it a lot more challenging for me as it’s difficult to concentrate for long periods of time in front of a screen. I hadn’t anticipated that I would be doing all of the work online, however I’ve had to adapt and overcome.
Regardless of that, I have still managed to learn a lot over the last three months, such as how to write a method statement and also how to do a risk assessment on site. These are both very useful to know when working in the construction industry and it means I will be able to put these skills into use whilst onsite.

  I have also been expanding my knowledge of CAD, which means I can start to draw more detailed house plans and elevations. 
We are starting to look at REVIT which I am looking forward to as this will allow me to expand my knowledge following on from CAD.  
Whilst in university I have also been having some onsite experience, which has been very helpful and I have learnt some interesting things such as how to put up plasterboard, mix cement correctly and lots more. These will all be useful when I eventually work in the construction industry, as it is broadening my knowledge of different aspects. 
During assignment work I have also learnt a lot about ‘ground types’ and how different foundations are dug at different depths depending on the ground type and hardness. I have found this very fascinating as it was not something I was familiar with before joining the course. 

 Due to the pandemic, I have had a different insight to that of normal students, I have missed out on the university social life and physically attending classes, which are two main parts of the experience. I have had my own insights, such as how to use ‘teams’ which I had to pick up quite quickly as I had never used it before and that is how all my lessons are conducted. I have had to use a lot more online resources which have been inconvenient at times. I haven’t been able to go to the university library due to Covid and have had to use online library’s which I am not familiar with, as I haven’t used them before, but I soon learnt how to use them. The Swansea online library was very useful for one of my first assignments and I continue to use it for others. 
Since I haven’t been attending lessons in person it has meant I have been able to stay home and work on a local site this has been a very valuable learning opportunity and has led to me being able to get some onsite training which has definitely helped with my course and I will hopefully be able to incorporate it into my assignments. 

 What I would have done differently in my first year; I would have taken more notes during online lectures to help me with my assignments, this would have meant I wouldn’t have had to research so much for each assignment. This would have also helped me with looking over information for the next lessons. I would have also started my assignments straight away, because I left them a couple of weeks before starting the first three, I then ended up having to do a lot more work each day than I had planned. I still had them completed and in on time, so it wasn’t too much of a problem starting later. Something else I would have done differently, would be getting more involved in lessons, as this would have boosted my knowledge and also my confidence. This would then have brought my work ethic and basic knowledge up improving my overall results in my assignments.

Some points I would categorise as being strengths are that I have very good practical application so if I was shown how to do something, I could relay it to others or complete the task myself. I also have very good ‘hand eye’ coordination skills this is from the multiple years I played rugby as a junior up to youth and also playing cricket. As I went to college before university and studied ‘construction in the built environment’ this has given me a good basic knowledge for some of the topic I am covering in lectures, especially CAD as I believe this to be a strong point of mine and am enjoying improving on it even more in lessons.

Weaknesses of mine would include; lack of experience on site as I’ve only been doing a couple days a week for under a year so I don’t have much experience this needs to improve so I can recreate scenarios in class and bring examples of onsite knowledge to my assignments. Something else I would consider as a weakness is the fact that I struggle to concentrate for such a long period of time Infront of a screen for my lessons. After about three hours it is hard to concentrate and I lose focus meaning I’m not taking in as much as I should be and this can later come back to affect my assignment work and over all work in class. Another one would be my technical skills as I’m not very good on a computer and am quite slow at typing, this can affect the speed at which I get work done and copy stuff down but I am practicing on that to improve my typing speed. 
