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[bookmark: _Toc137902847]1. Introduction
Academic skills refer to the abilities and strategies acquired by students to gain success in the learning environment by achieving the goals of different modules. It is very important for students in order to improve different academic skills to get chances to pursue different courses as well as improve their efficiency and performance to enhance their potential in the academic field (May et al., 2022, p.1256). The major issue faced by students in high education is in researching different topics and collecting information in order to increase the quality of projects and get higher marks in different courses. Students also face difficulties in maintaining academic integrity because of the lack of knowledge about referencing which create challenges in maintaining academic integrity and project success in higher education. The purpose of the study is to analyse the importance of developing research skills and referencing for students in order to ensure their success in higher education. It will demonstrate the way research skills and referencing help to improve the performance of students in the academic field. 
[bookmark: _1iqhvjv3ud2][bookmark: _Toc137902848]2. Analysing the importance of resources and referencing for students
[bookmark: _99346eyzwcjg][bookmark: _Toc137902849]2.1 Explanation and demonstration of the research skills in higher education
Research skills refer to the capability of students to search different topics by locating their sources, extracting information, and organising them in a way which helps to evaluate the collective information in a successful way as well as maintain the releasing of collected information to the selected topics (Mahasneh, 2020, p.13). It helps to maintain the flow of information throughout projects and different research papers in order to demonstrate the understanding of students in higher education, especially in business management courses. 
Academic writing is an integral part of high education which help to maintain a professional tone and incorporated quality information in different projects and research papers in order to present the understanding of students about different topics. The major steps of academic writing include pre-writing, drafting, revising, and editing (Huisman et al., 2019, p.876). In the pre-writing stage, students focus on research topics. gathering information, and outlining projects. In the drafting stage, students connect information to ideas and plan the process of business management projects. The dividing stage review the collected information and design of projects whereas editing focuses on grammar and spelling of writing. 
It is important for students and developing research skills because it provides opportunities for researchers to find relevant information related to different topics and incorporate them in successful ways in order to develop strategies on the basis of collective information (GUVEN and BABAYIGIT, 2020, p.54). It also allows students to find the solution to different problems and investigate different issues in order to fill their knowledge and skill gaps in higher education to ensure their success in the academic field. By developing this skill, students analyse different information and the way of selected reliable sources to increase the quality of projects in different courses.
It is very important for students to understand the process of applying research skills and implementing them to get higher marks in higher education. For example, if a student is developing a project on leadership in Amazon he/she needs to research the official website of Amazon and the way they maintain leadership in the organisation (Huisman et al., 2019, p.870). The student also needs to collect information from different authentic journals including BBC, Forbes, The Guardian and many more to analyse the interview of the CEO of Amazon to understand their leadership vision and practices in the organisation. It is very important to use keywords and understand the reliability of different sources while researching any topic which ensures the success of students in implementing research skills and project development.
[bookmark: _v653md400per][bookmark: _Toc137902850]2.2 Explanation and demonstration of the referencing in higher education
Referencing is a process which helps to present the way students can acknowledge different sources from where information has been collected and used in project development. It provides opportunities for students to maintain academic integrity and ethical considerations in project development by presenting the way students have used the work of different scholars in order to make the project argumentative and evaluative (Brundiers et al., 2021, p.17). It is very important for students to provide proper referencing in academic writing to avoid academic misconduct and provide credit to scholars whose information they use to develop quality projects.
In a project, referencing has two parts including a reference list and in-text citation which ensure the project's success and maintain the code of ethics in research development. In reference lists, students need to present the citation that includes the name of authors, the date of publication, the title of literary sources, the journal name, and the page numbers (García-Peñalvo, F.J., 2021, p.223). In the in-text citation process students need to put the name of the authors and the year of publication in brackets at the end of the line where the opinion of the author has been evaluated. To avoid plagiarism, students need to present the opinion of scholars in an evaluative manner and follow different methods including Harvard, APA, MLA and MHRA as per the requirement of tasks.
Referencing is important for students in developing different projects and research papers because it shows the effort of students behind developing the project and the authenticity and reliability of research papers by presenting facts and evidence in project development. It is also very important for students to present they have research skills and understanding level about different topics by incorporating the opinions of scholars in an evaluative manner. 
In order to understand the importance of reference in higher education, it is very important to analyse it’s impact on maintaining the quality of research papers and projects as well as ensuring the success of students. In order to get success in the business management course, it is very important for students in order to present authentic information about market research and changing company practices to evaluate different business management-related topics (Brundiers et al., 2021, p.12). For example, if a student collects information about the market size and revenue growth of Tesco from the official website of the company it is very important for the student to provide a citation of the company in the reference list and incorporate in-text citation in the line where the fact has been presented to maintain academic integrity.
[bookmark: _i4m5nhtfdi6e][bookmark: _Toc137902851]3. Conclusion
Thus it can be concluded that the current study has focused on the importance of developing different Academic skills in higher education in order to increase the potential of students in the learning process to ensure their success in business management courses. It has been focused on understanding the importance of developing research skills and referencing ability in high education in order to maintain academic integrity and a code of ethics in developing academic writing in higher education. It has demonstrated the way of applying research skills and references in developing academic writing to explore different topics of business management in successful ways.
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Figure: Process of Research in Higher Education
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Figure: Referencing Process
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How do I reference specific types of resources

1. Books and e-books

Most references to books should adhere to the following general format. Elements may vary slightly.
Specific examples are provided.

In-text citation: Reference list / Bibliography:
(Author’s surname, year of publication, *  Author/editor
page number) « Publication year (in round brackets)
* Title (n italics)
*  Edition (if relevant)
* Place of publication: publisher
(Smith, 2016, p. 5) Smith, E. (2016) How to improve your research

project. 2 edn. Plymouth: Kiln Press.

As print and electronic books are virtually identical, there is no need to indicate whether or not it is
electronic unless the electronic version is not an identical version of a print publication.

1.1 Book with two or three authors

(Phillips and Renton, 2012, p. 54) Phillips, £.0. and Renton, P. (2012) Teaching
mathematics today. Reading: Canalside Press.

1.2 Book with four or more authors

(Morton et al. 2014, p. 37) Morton, AC. et al. (2014) Walking and learning.
Swansea: Sandpaper Press.

1.3 Chapter within an edited book

(Hardy, 2015, p. 53) Hardy, PT. (2015) ‘Outdoor play and how it
can help learning’, in Walker, E. (ed.) A new
approach to teaching in the primary school.
London: Todcaster and Frome.

1.4 Book without an author or editor
In this case you would use the title rather than the author. When listing in the reference list and/or
bibliography you would lst it alphabetically but by its title.

(How to make an impact, 2009, p. 1) How to make an impact (2009) London: Avery
and Perch.





