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	NAME: Gareth Thomas

	STUDENT ID No.: 2124768

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:  An investigation into the increase of knife crime, the impact on young people ages twelve to seventeen, and are the police doing enough?

INTRODUCTION:

Knife crime is a crime which involves an object with a blade or sharp instrument. If a knife or sharp object is used during the commission of an offence then Police will record it as a knife crime, therefore if a knife was used during the offence of robbery, then this would be labelled as a knife crime.  According to recent statistics at the end of March 2023, there were approximately 50,500 recorded offences involving sharp instrument in England and Wales. This statistic is an increase of 4.7% in comparison to the previous year 2021/2022 (Allen et all, 2023). 
Additionally, when looking at a longer period it shows that Police figures for knife crime has increased nearly three quarters from a decade ago as it is now approximately 75% higher than in 2012/2013 (Popham, 2023). Knife record crimes have increased in all Police forces across the United Kingdom which is a cause for concern and therefore I believe it is worthy of consideration for an undergraduate research dissertation due to the amount of information available. 
Furthermore, there is research to suggest that there is a lack of trust between the Police and young people especially in more deprived areas. This lack of trust has shown an unwillingness with young people to co-operate with Police accompanied with the feeling of needing to carry a knife for protection (Skarlatidou et al 2021). Therefore, this project has the sole aim of investigating why knife crime has increased and the impacts of knife crime has on young people ages twelve to seventeen and it questions whether the police doing enough to prevent knife crime.  


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 


Below are three objectives surrounding the chosen research topic which will be used to explore and analyse relevant information:

1. Analyse statistics and figures of knife crime offences committed by young people in the United Kingdom.
2. Discuss the impact of knife crime on young people and the communities they live in.
3. Explore the relationship between young people and the police and how it effects knife crime.

To answer the set objectives, a questionnaire will be distributed and answered by a range of different Police officers within different departments withing South Wales Police. The questionnaire will help answer the objective of the project and allow the researcher to accurately analyse the findings at the conclusion of the project. The researcher will develop questions with the intention of answering the objectives of the research. The questions will cover a range of topics such as establishing officer experience in dealing with knife crime and the involvement of young people.


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Within this research project, a variety of literature will be utilised, some of which being textbooks, journals, and government reports. Due to knife crime being a topic in the public eye there is significant amount of research available. 
Research suggests that since 2013, the number of knife offences has increased among young people. Adverse childhood experiences and poor mental health are associated with youth and gang violence involving knife crime.  Additionally, community and societal risk factors were also linked to youth violence and knife crime. Findings suggest that further research is required to analyse the potential link between poor mental health, youth gangs and knife crime (Haylock et al, 2020).
Reilly et al, (2022) found that children who live in areas of socioeconomic deprivation are at a higher risk of being victims of violent crime such as suffering knife wounds. Men are more likely to be victims and the perpetrators of knife crime. Additionally, Hurely, (2019) believes that the increase in knife crime is not merely just a matter for the Police to manage but also a public health concern because of the effect on victims. 
Furthermore, research by Coid et al, (2021) also suggest that knife carrying is not solely a criminal justice issue but rather a public health problem due to the high levels of health service use. The research suggests that knife carrying is more prevalent in areas where gangs are operating. Additionally, the research suggests that contact with criminal justice system provides an opportunity for prevention interventions to be applied, thus suggesting the importance of the relationship between the Police and young people. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

The primary research method which will be used to conduct this research project is a questionnaire, this has been selected as there are various benefits of it being cost effective, flexible, provides accurate data and the easy analysis of information.  


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The questionnaire will be distributed to several Police officers within different departments of South Wales Police to participate in my research project.  The questionnaire will be available via a hyperlink and will ensure the anonymity of all participants to allow for an accurate and true account of their involvement with knife crime. An anonymous survey will ensure that officers provide true feedback given me accurate data to analyse. There will be no personal details from Police officers within the survey ensuring that there are no confidentiality issues. 

The target sample will be intended for all Police officers across all different departments involved with crime in South Wales Police. By asking a wide range of participants it will allow the gathering of more information to be analysed. Specialist departments within South Wales Police such as Priority Policing Team (PPT) and Child Exploitation Teams will be part of the sample group which will provide expert perspective of knife crime and the effects on young people due to their daily roles.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

At present, the researcher does not see any ethical problems which need to be addressed prior to the commencement of the research project.  As stated above the survey will be anonymous ensuring no person will be identified from their answers.  All participants will be employees of South Wales Police and over the age of 18. 
 

	TIME SCALE:


The table indicates the timeframe for each submission set out by the University:

	Ethics form
	26/02/2024

	Proposal 
	26/02/2024

	Literature Review Chapter
	06/05/2024

	Methods Chapter 
	1706/2024

	Results Chapter 
	05/08/2024

	Conclusion Chapter
	09/09/2024

	Final Dissertation 
	07/10/2024

	
	

	
	




Each chapter will be completed prior to the deadline to ensure workload is managed and completed to the best possible standard.

(1,013 words)
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