Have a go at doing preparation work for your first assessment. Think about who/what you would like to write about in your archival exercise. Compile a list of three to five archival sources relating to your chosen topic. Practice the correct referencing style for your chosen sources and provide a brief commentary about their content and utility.

I wish to research the transportation of Women to the penal colonies of Australia during the 18th & 19th century.  My interest stems from an exhibition of bonnets that represented almost each and every individual that was transported for their crimes.  Whilst this is a subject that the project creators researched in great depth, it is a subject that I want to know more about.  
Questions that come to mind:
· What were the crimes committed that led to transportation?
· Who were the women that committed the crimes?
· Why did they commit the crimes?  Poverty?
· What ships took them to Australia?
· How many were on those ships?
· What were the conditions of those on the ships?
· How long did the journey take?
· What routes were taken?
· What were the conditions of their imprisonment at their destination?
Further enquiry that I am intrigued by is the part played by Elizabeth Fry and the Quaker Society in helping some of the women.  I believe Elizabeth Fry provided young women with bags containing sewing notions and materials, which were to enable them to learn and practice a skill on the arduous journey to Australia.  This sewing bag was to furnish the young women with a useful skill for their arrival at the penal colony.

Beginning my search has proved to be quite difficult, but it was the discovery of The State Library of Queensland that helped to open up my first successful archival find.   Here there was some information on a variety of Queenslanders and amongst them was a woman, Hannah Rigby.  Having a name of a transported convict has helped me to discover some relevant archives.  

My first archive search and result:

London
 The National Archives, Kew
   British Transportation Registers 1787-1867
     Record ID; btr94835

This record has given me the details of Hannah Rigby’s conviction, sentence, where she was tried, length of sentence, the ship she was to be transported on and to where she was going. 
A further search within The National Archive has resulted in the finding of the ships log of The Lord Sidmouth, one of the ships in the fleet setting off to the Australian penal colonies, upon which Hannah Rigby was one of the 97 convicts.

London
 The National Archive, Kew
   HO11. Convicts transported (Described at item level)
     Reference: HO11/4 (page 198)

This is a digital copy of the log and whilst it does not give many details, it does show that Hannah Rigby was onboard the Lord Sidmouth, was amongst 97 females being transported.  It confirmed her sentence of 7 years and where she had received her conviction.  The archive document, hand written, further shows the names or all the women on board, where convicted, when and what sentence they received.  The date the ship set sail is also documented.

Further information about Hannah Rigby and her freedom can be found in NSW Government Archives:
Australia
  NSW Government, State Archives and Records
    Convicts Index 1791-1873
       Entry number: 37/0214

Below is the detail of the entry.  Not having the actual document to view has meant I was unsure of what to use for my referencing.       
Number
INX-65-108760
Title
RIGBY Hannah
Index Name
Convicts Index 1791-1873
Name
Hannah
Surname
RIGBY
Ship
Lord Sidmouth
Year
1823
Record Type
Certificate of Freedom
Date
6 Mar 1837
Entry No
37/0214
Remarks
Wife of George Page, fbs (as stated on her CF)
Citation
[4/4337; Reel 998]
Index Number
65

Archives and collections viewed:

The National Archives. Kew.
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ [Accessed 16/10/2021]

The National Library of Australia.  Australian Joint Copying Project.
https://www.nla.gov.au/research-guides/australian-joint-copying-project#  [Accessed 17/10/2021]

https://www.nla.gov.au/research-guides/convicts/female-convicts [18/10/2021]
 
Quakers in Britain. Their homepage directs to resources held.
https://www.quaker.org.uk/resources/library/library-collections [Accessed 17/10/2021]

https://www.records.nsw.gov.au/archives/collections-and-research/guides-and-indexes/node/1616/browse [Accessed 18/10/2021]

On the conclusion of this exercise, I have had great difficulty in finding archives.  Whilst I am usually able to find all manner of information in both libraries and online, this task has been formidable.

