Policing by Consent     1

Policing by Consent     4





[image: ]



Policing by Consent






Catalin Teodorescu
2313940


Contents Page
Introduction . . .. Page 3	
Main Body . . . . . Page 4	
Conclusion . . . . . Page 8
Reference List . . .Page 9


















Introduction
Policing by consent is a British philosophy of policing that has existed in the country for many years and is a significant part of Robert Peel's nine principles of policing despite Charles Rowan and Richard Mayne being the people responsible for the emergence of the idea in today's policing model (Home Office, 2016). The police realized that they could do a good job by working together with the members of the public as opposed to injecting fear into them. When the public views the police force as their 'friend,' it becomes easier for them to come forward with information about criminal activities that the police are looking into (Torrible, 2022). Crimes are solved quicker when the police force works together with the public members because criminals are part of society, and if there are people who can out them quicker, they are the other members of the society that neighbor them (Torrible, 2022). since the start of 1829, this policy has been a significant part of policing in the UK and continues to inform the policies that the police and the military adopt in the country regarding controlling crime. 



Concept of Policing by Consent
The concept of policing by consent emanated from the first commissioners of police, Charles Rowan and Richard Mayne, in 1829 and was built on nine principles. For starters, there was a need to prevent crime and disorder using alternatives other than force and repression by the military and the implementation of harsh penalties (Clark, 2023). The Brixton Riots are an example of how force contributes to the worsening of the situation rather than quelling it. The Brixton Riots started by a rumor of the police officers assaulting and harassing a black man. Instead of calming tensions, the police tried to make arrests of a few black people on the streets of Brixton, leading to the eruption of protests between the people and the Metropolitan police (BBC, 2021). A situation that would have been calmed by having the police work with the people turned on its head and led to the injuries of over 300 people and damages that amounted to £7.5 million (BBC, 2021). This incident is proof that the first principle makes sense and contributes to better policing.
Also, there was a realization that the police force could serve the public better if they had them on their side rather than on the opposite side of the fence. Crimes and mysteries are solved quickly when the public and police work together (Martin, 2021). Additionally, the police realized that they could only get the respect and acceptance of the public by working with them willingly. Positive cooperation and collaboration made the police acceptable before the eyes of the public, making it easier for the two parties to come together to help in the promotion of better security among the members of the public (Martin, 2021). The fifth principle states that the police could obtain public favor by not pandering to public opinion but by exercising the law without fear and favor (Home Office, 2016). Being impartial when discharging duties and offering service and friendship to all members of the public when they need it is necessary to promote peace and healthy coexistence between the members of the public and the police force. 
Policing by consent also requires the police to only use force when they have failed to persuade the public or the people are no longer heeding the calls by the police to cooperate and obey the law. The Mark Duggan Riots is a perfect example of this situation where the people were protesting the death of Mark Duggan in the hands of the police, but instead of some of the rioters focusing their efforts on protesting the death of the man they decided to loot (Mohdin & Murray, 2021). The police had to fight it off using force. Additionally, this concept requires the police to have a healthy relationship with the public and also ensure that they observe their police executive functions. This concept requires the police to refrain from using the powers of the judiciary and avenging the state or a group of people (Tura et al., 2023). The police are also expected to ensure they test their effectiveness through the absence of lawlessness and not the presence of force (Home Office, 2016). The concept recognizes that the efficiency of the police can be judged when people go about their duties peacefully in the absence of violence. 

Importance of Policing by Consent
According to statistics collected by Tiratelli (2021), 18% of riots are triggered by police provocation, and 16% are motivated by police intervention. This means that if the police exercised policing by consent and allowed the protestors to have a peaceful protest, there is a high likelihood that a majority of the marches that turned violent would not have turned the way they did (Tiratelli, 2021). In the Brixton Riots, the people were protesting until the police officers intervened and made a few arrests against the peaceful protestors. What followed thereafter were three days of riots that left many people injured and properties destroyed (Hilliard, 2022). Policing by consent is important because it helps to manage situations like these by ensuring that there is a common understanding between the people and the police force to avoid escalating issues and getting them out of control. 
Another situation happened during the great economic crisis that hit Britain during the 1930s. At this time, many Britons were suffering because of the economic crisis that had hit the country, alongside the possibility that Britain would be involved in another international war (Tiratelli, 2021). The people did not like the way the government was handling things, and they decided to hold a march for hunger in protest of the bad economic conditions that had left many people hungry and without any jobs. The organizers wanted to deliver a petition to the UK Parliament to complain about the policies that they had instituted that had plunged many people into poverty. On hearing this, the police worsened the situation by arresting the leader of the protest, Wal Hannington, leading to the worsening of the situation (Tiratelli, 2021). Thousands of police officers were mobilized to act against the protest, and this made the protestors angry, and clashes erupted throughout Central London (Tiratelli, 2021). If the police officers had been trained on consent policing, the march would not have turned violent, and people would not have lost their lives as a result. Policing by consent helps to keep the peace between the police officers and the people. 


Impact of Policing by Consent
Policing by consent has a positive impact on society as it allows the members of the public to air their grievances and seek the police as their protectors rather than view them as their tormentors. The George Floyd protests that happened in Hyde Park were one of a kind, and it was done peacefully because the police did not try to intervene or disrupt the meeting, but they offered a helping hand by keeping the protestors safe (Mohdin & Sabbagh, 2020). The protests were attended by celebrities such as John Boyega and culminated in some police officers taking part in the protests, including taking a knee with the protestors in an effort to show solidarity (Mohdin & Sabbagh, 2020). Policing by consent helps to repair the relationship between the protestors and the police and helps to keep matters peaceful and civil. 
Another impact of policing by consent can be seen in the recent multi-faith protest that was organized to offer solidarity to the people who are affected by the Israel-Gaza conflict. In this protest, people from different faiths and all walks of life came together and held a silent march to the UK parliament without placards or chants (Sinmaz, 2024). The walk included Christians, Hindus, Jews, and Buddhists who were calling for an end to the conflict. The police did not interfere with the march as they stood by the roadside to offer them protection, including ensuring the safety of other Londoners was protected (Sinmaz, 2024). When the police officers do not get involved and act as protectors of the protestors, the protests do not turn violent (Tura et al., 2023). The people are able to communicate their feelings, and the police are able to offer them the protection they need. Therefore, policing by consent not only protects the safety of the protestors but also ensures the properties of the other citizens are well protected throughout the process. 
Conclusion 
Overall, policing by consent is an important principle of ensuring there is trust between police officers and members of the public. When the two parties work together, policing becomes easier to do, and the safety of the members of the public becomes assured. The public is aware of a lot of information that might take the police years to solve. Therefore, when there is cooperation between the citizens and the police force, the results are usually positive and quick. Policing by consent ensures that security officials regard the citizens as people who have rights and deserve respect, and the public looks at the police department as their friend rather than oppressor. When the two parties work together, protests and marches become peaceful, and properties are not destroyed. 
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