Artist Research : Benjamin Von Wong
Background:
Benjamin Von Wong is a Canadia artist who was born in Toronto, Canada in 1986.  He studied Mining Engineering at McGill University and fell into commercial photography after finding a passion for photography as a hobby when he bought his first camera.
His specialty and innovative approach is creating images from large art installations that tell important environmental stories.  His artistic approach is very realistic and usually includes very big well-staged set-ups for his photo shoots.  Wong’s work since 2017 usually includes putting a spotlight on worldwide environment and conservation issues like recycling, plastic in the ocean and computer hardware.
Benjamin Von Wong says “I am an Artist focused on amplifying positive Impact.  My mission is to help make positive impact unforgettable”.

The Photograph:  The Shark Shepherd
I have chosen to highlight Benjamin Von Wong’s photo called The Shark Shepherd (it was a series of photos).  The series was a set up to highlight that in Malaysia 100 million sharks were being killed every year. 
[image: We kill almost 100 million sharks every single year.]
I like the fact that it’s about looking after sharks who are all things deadly and scary sea predators - but it is contrasted with shepherds who look after soft sweet lambs in the fields.  The message being we also need to look after these beautiful creatures.  The composition is interesting because the photos are beautiful, they look like another world, you see the deep dark corners of the ocean but split by the natural light coming into the deep and showing some beautiful colours.  It becomes softened as a pictured and it therefore makes the sharks look peaceful.  The subject is positioned against a rock so lots of contrast of hard and soft is in the image.  You can see the interaction between the sharks and the person, they are curious.
[image: Photographer Shows Behind The Scenes Of His Works]
I also love this photo as it must be technically very hard to shoot. It’s amazing because a freediver has had to stay underwater for a long time to capture the shots, also the actions and positions of the sharks cannot be easily controlled, even the way the shepherds dress softly floats is going to be unpredictable.

Conclusion:
What I really like about his work is that the artists’ messages are simple and very clear and yet they are told with quite complicated set-up.  Wong does not want people to just enjoy his photos and art installations, he wants them to make people (or organizations) act and change their own behavior. Many of his campaigns have raised millions and visually show the scale of environmental problems.  He uses collaborations with organizations and communities to share his messages.
I personally chose to review the Shark Shepherd and I really like Wong’s work because as a PADI qualified diver myself, I see the huge danger of ocean pollution and the need for conservation of our reefs and ocean ecosystems.  His work frequently supports this theme including Plastikophobia, Strawpocalypse and The Giant Plastic Tap.  
[image: #TurnOffThePlasticTap] [image: Parting of the plastic sea - #strawpocalypse] [image: A person diving in a room with bubbles

Description automatically generated]
References:
Benjamin Von Wong - Viral Epic Photographer, Visual Engineer and Storyteller
In the Spotlight – Benjamin Von Wong, Contemporary Photographer and Environmental Activist
Benjamin Von Wong - Wikipedia
This Artist Shared 30 Behind-The-Scenes Images From His Photo Sets | Bored Panda
Plastikophobia
168,000 used straws were artfully repurposed into two crashing waves of careless decisions



image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg




image4.jpeg




image5.png




