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Rationale 

As you are probably already aware, it is of great importance to have inclusive practice within all mainstream school settings throughout England and Wales. According to Paragraph 1.24 of the SEN Code of Practice, local authorities are required to provide inclusive practice in all mainstream schools for children with ALN [Dauncey, 2016]. However, there is a lack of this within mainstream schools across Wales and therefore more could be done to ensure the promotion of inclusive practice across the schools in your county borough. The County of Neath Port Talbot has 73 mainstream primary schools and 11 mainstream secondary schools [npt.gov.uk, 2018] however as a whole, the inclusive practice, especially towards children with Additional learning needs (ALN) or also historically known as Special Educational Needs (SEN) is lacking and therefore it is down to you as the Local Educational Authority to make various, but in most cases simple changes to bring your schools into the 21st century. It will ensure all of the county borough’s children have the same chances to achieve a good standard of education. There are only 2 special educational needs schools in the county borough and partly due to this low number and also bearing in mind that many children with SEN are still waiting for a statement of education which would be the only way to allow them the option to attend one of these schools, many children with ALN attend mainstream schools. Some of these have specific Units, however most pupils will still attend the mainstream classes. If classrooms are not inclusive and if changes are not carried out and put into place, these children will be at a disadvantage and will inevitably end up being excluded. This briefing paper is going to illustrate the current support which is in place within your mainstream schools and will look at any support available which could possibly be introduced if not already done so. It will also identify any legislations or current policies in place which both promote and requires the use of inclusive practice in schools and will finally consider any possible or of course negative impacts on inclusive practice in the future due to the additional learning needs (ALN) reform for Wales. 


Definitions of Inclusive Practice/Education

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]It is also fair to assume that you are aware of what inclusive practice actually is. Even though there is not a single agreed definition of inclusion (Ellis, Tod, Graham-Matheson), inclusive practice is usually considered to be when pupils of all abilities, regardless of additional needs, challenges or disabilities are taught together within one classroom in a mainstream school. According to the Alliance for Inclusive Education (ALLFIE), this means that the education system must adapt and make necessary changes to fully include individuals with additional needs, challenges and disabilities rather than the individuals adapting and making changes to fit in with the education system (Education, 2018). The UNESCO (1994) states that all “All children must learn together, whatever possible, regardless of any difficulties or differences they may have. [world conference special needs education, 1994].
According to Ofsted, Inclusive practice is where the teaching, learning, achievements, attitudes and overall well-being is carried out in a way where every child’s needs are important, in particular those with additional learning needs. They believe that being inclusive does not necessarily mean treating every individual the same, rather they believe that the education system needs to consider a child’s needs on a case for case basis in order to put different provisions in place to ensure all children get the same opportunities. Most children at some point during their school career will have particular challenges or needs which need to be tackled otherwise a barrier may be created and reinforced which could hinder their learning and enjoyment in school [Knowles, 2011].These could be noticeable disabilities such as being a wheelchair user, being on the autism disorder spectrum or having attention deficit (hyperactivity) disorder (ADHD). Or it could be less noticeable issues such as dyslexia, minor hearing impairments and visual impairments. [childlawadvice.org.uk, 2018]

In order to be fully inclusive, schools should adapt their provisions, resources, teaching methods and aspects of the national curriculum to successfully meet the needs of all learners within the school setting [Brown, 2016]. If this is not the case, then children may be excluded and it may also go against the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child which requires all children to receive an education that enables them to fulfil their potential. [savethechildren, 2018]. Since the introduction of these various Government legislation and Policy and with courses for school teaching staff, the majority of teachers now recognise and most importantly understand the importance and effectivity having an inclusive classroom can be for struggling children especially those with disabilities. According to SEN Magazine, it is highly rewarding and a sense of worth for disabled children when tasks are carried out and completed alongside ‘their non-disabled equals’ [Senmagazine, 2011]. They also go onto say how it is common for personal skills and abilities to be discovered and highlighted which could have stayed hidden if these tasks were not carried out within an inclusively based environment [Senmagazine, 2011].

Legislation and Policy which support Inclusive Practice/Education 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Within the United Kingdom, as you are aware, it is unlawful for schools to discriminate towards pupils due to an additional learning need or a disability. Due to this, there are a variety of legislation and Policy available that set out obligations which all schools need to follow in order to be inclusive. There is also guidance available for local authorities like yourselves to refer to in order to be fully aware of what provision are needed to be placed in schools [Understanding inclusive education, 2014]. One of the most significant legislation in place which recognises the importance of inclusive education is the Equality Act (2010). 

The Equality Acts (2010) is important in relation to inclusive practice as it obliges schools and other services to make sure disabled people’s needs are meet and covered. It is also important as it is closely based on and underpinned by the requirements set out by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities which both, especially the latter, works to protects the right to inclusive practice in all mainstream schools [Understanding inclusive education, 2014]. As mentioned previously, as you only have 2 special schools in the county borough and as most children with ALN attend your mainstream schools you need to ensure that the schools are fully inclusive. 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK7][bookmark: OLE_LINK8]Article 24 section 1 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities (UNCRPD) also states that the United Kingdom must deliver an education system which is inclusive  and free form discrimination across all levels which will see the full development of all children in regard to their sense of dignity, self-worth, personality, talents, creativity and mental and physical capabilities [Un.org, 2018]. Not being inclusive would be breaking this convention.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]Another policy which supports inclusive education is the SEN Code of Practice for Wales (2002) updated (2004). This code of practice sets out steps which need to be followed by local authorities and schools to uncover any special educational needs an individual may be suffering from and put relevant interventions in place to help [Dauncey, 2016]. These steps are founded on five principles. A child with SEN should have their needs met;  The SEN of children will normally be met in mainstream schools or settings;  The views of the child should be sought and taken into account;  Parents have a vital role to play in supporting the child’s education and Children with SEN should be offered full access to a broad, balanced and relevant education [Dauncey, 2016]. Baring in mind these principles listed, as you likely know, as stated in paragraph 1.19 and 1.20, local authorities are required to ‘place the highest priority on their statutory duty to promote high standards of education for all children, including those with SEN’ and that local authorities have a duty to ensure the needs of individuals with SEN are ‘identified and assessed quickly and matched by appropriate provisions’ [Dauncey, 2016]. This means that your teachers need to refer any individuals with suspected ALN or SEN to relevant professionals to be assessed and put relevant strategies in place within the mainstream classroom at the earliest convenience to help the child with their day to day schooling [Dauncey, 2016]. Therefore, you as well as other local authorities need to make sure you are doing everything in your power to meet the needs of children with ALN or SEN. 

How is Inclusive Practice/Education carried out

You can ensure schools are being fully inclusive by recognising and responding to the range of different needs of their pupils by using different curricula, organisational arrangements, teaching strategies, resource use and the partnerships the school have with their local communities [world conference special needs education, 1994]. This could be done by supporting children as a whole by the use of one to ones, small groups when doing group work rather than the class as a whole and interventions led by student volunteers or teaching assistants. This can be particularly useful for children with ALN. However, As smaller groups and classes can be seen as promoting inclusive practice, creating super schools and supersizing classrooms could be seen as not being inclusive, which is something you are doing. Teaching assistants or specialists who take individuals with or without ALN out of class on a regular basis is also not being inclusive as the child is being segregated from their classmates, however if that teaching assistant or specialist addresses the needs of a child with ALN as well as children without ALN within the classroom together then this could be inclusive [Open society foundations, 2018]. Teaching assistances working directly with children with ALN can also have some positives though, as if the child has complex needs, they may need more support however this would be segregation rather than inclusive practice and would single the child out from the class which could lead to other issues later on down the line such as bullying. 

Supporting children within the classroom especially those with ALN could also be carried out by working closely with external professionals and teams such as speech and language therapists and educational psychologists which will aim to over-come barriers a child may have. It is also a good idea for teachers and schools to closely monitor and track all children especially those with ALN at least every term, if not already done so, to ensure any new barriers or difficulties which may arise are tackled at the start to avoid bigger issues [Emmanuel school, 2018]. Promoting diversity within the classroom is also a good strategy  to be fully inclusive. 

Another way in which classrooms support inclusive practice is with the use of different learning styles when teaching. Individuals, in any type of learning environment have a preferred way of learning things and taking in information, this is due to individuals learning in different ways to others [Pritchard, 2018]. Learners who are actively engaged with their learning while in the classroom have a higher chance of achieving success which would be of benefit to all children [Pritchard, 2018]. This would be inclusive practice as the class as a whole are still learning together but in slightly different ways rather than the teacher only teaching in one learning style which could mean children not processing the information and falling behind. 

Another way classrooms could be inclusive is to advise all children in advance if any changes are due to happen. Children, especially at a younger age usually get comfortable within a routine and therefore can struggle with changes they may face [psychology today, 2018]. These could be simple changes such as changing between different lessons, classroom tasks and changing the classroom layout to more significant changes such as having a supply teacher or transitioning between schools. This can be particularly good inclusive practice for children with ALN, in particular those on the autistic spectrum as they may be more prone to struggle with changes due to needing a routine [Pritchard, 2018]. Telling children in advance of any changes is a good way to ensure that no-one struggles when the change is made. Other ways to make sure the child has the best chance of understanding and accepting the change could be to persistently remind the class of upcoming changes, putting diagrams of the changes up on the wall so children can make themselves aware of it in their own time and understanding or writing a simple timetable up on the way documenting the upcoming changes.

Changes in Wales due to the ALN Reform 

At present, the way in which children are supported within Wales is governed and set out by the Education Act (1996) which could be seen as being relatively dated. Due to this, Wales is undergoing a reform . In a statement by Alun Davies the minister for lifelong learning for Wales, he announced that he is confident that the new system will finally introduce a fully inclusive process which ensures that the views and opinions of learners and parents will constantly be considered and listened to [gov.wales, 2018]. Currently under the Education Act 1996, there is a three-tiered response for children with SEN/ALN. As you are probably aware, these are; School action which is a school bases intervention and differentiated of teaching. School action plus which sees schools brining in external professionals to provide advice and guidance in to the school when school action fails and a statement of special educational needs when school action plus fails which sees the school requiring additional resources and ongoing specialist intervention for a child. This will be changed to the Individual Development Plan (IDP). [jungle, 2018]

The Additional Learning Needs and Educational Tribunal Bill will see an overhaul to the current legislative framework which could see a change in the way children are supported in schools in Wales and the strategies which are used. One of the biggest benefits of the ALN reform compared to the current system is the process of how to get a statement of education which could mean that more children with suspected ALN will have a higher chance of receiving the support they desperately need where-as under the current system they may have missed out due to local authorities like yourselves turning their application down. [jungle, 2018]

Another benefit to the ALN reform is that individuals with ALN will now be supported up until the age of twenty-five compared to the current system which is only nineteen which would see our educational system as being more inclusive as ever [jungle, 2018]. This now means that children with ALN will be supported not just in school and college but also in university if they were to progress on. Even though the age increase is a very positive thing, it could also still be seen as not high enough as if someone with ALN was still in education past twenty-five they would lose all their support.

Conclusion 

To conclude, if you were not already aware before reading this briefing paper, it is vitally important under the SEN code of practice that local authorities provide inclusive practice in all mainstream schools which benefits all children, especially for those with Additional Learning Needs. Also, it is important to bear in mind when looking at inclusive practice that the term can have several different meanings but is usually considered to be when pupils of all abilities regardless of any additional needs, challenges and disabilities are taught together within one classroom in a mainstream school. Inclusive practice has a variety of positives that can benefit all children which can see them being more comfortable and engaged within their classroom environment, being more understand towards the variety of needs and differences that their fellow classmates may have which can of course be of great benefit throughout the whole of life and can overall make sure that all children, regardless of needs or abilities have an enjoyable experience of school, achieves a good education and gives all children the best chance in life. Schools can be inclusive by making simple changes to the way they carry out their day to day lessons which in most cases does not cost anything financially. As mentioned, using different curricula, organisational arrangements and teaching strategies can be simple ways in which children with or without additional needs can be included rather than excluded. You have a requirement to provide inclusive practice within all the schools in your county borough, any current strategies used in Wales should be implemented in your schools, and if they are then it would be beneficial to also introduce some new ones. Your schools will become a happier and more comfortable place for all children, with or without Additional learning needs.  
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