Dissertation outline for James Kennaway 1200518

[bookmark: _GoBack]	After working for two separate seasons at the Hearthworks Yurts and Tipis company I had many ideas around where my dissertation would end up. At first I thought of looking at those inside the Tipis, the customers at the festivals. Here I found a bland mix of party goers and alternative life stylists, they did not stir any great ethnographic thought in me. So I decided to look past these people and instead to the place where the structures were being erected, the festivals themselves. I tried to find a way of looking into the creation and growth of the festival scene through the lens of the workers of the glamping company. Again I was met by a tepid and bland world. Festivals inside the UK are more and more run for simple monetary purpose, I felt that again there would not be enough there for me to create a whole ethnography and dissertation around.
	I did most of this thinking whilst working and learning the techniques used to construct, maintain and deconstruct the structures. It suddenly came to me that this was where my ethnography lay, within the bodily practices that are learnt on the job of how to put up and take down these structures. My first port of call was one of the oldest ideas in Anthropology that of the ‘bricoleur’ first termed by Levi-Strauss in Savage Mind (1974). Here Levi-Strauss posits that as a person goes through their lives the skills they acquire are placed into a ‘tool box’ of sort. When coming to a new job the tool box is opened and each skill is assessed with no prior bias and the best are chosen for the job. Levi-Strauss description of the ‘bricoleur’ as a wanderer also rang true with the people I was working alongside. Many of these individuals had no permanent address, choosing instead to create live in vehicles. Not only did this come in to line with the wanderer aspect of the ‘bricoleur’ it also illuminated the many skills needed to live this lifestyle. To be able to build and then maintain a vehicle required a certain level of knowledge in many different fields from mechanics, to woodwork and needle thread. 
	As I became more and more enchanted by the idea of this lifestyle it become apparent to me that I was only telling the story of one set of players in whole game. The individuals are the main character yes, but the supporting roles in this story still need to be recognised. These are found in the structures themselves, the poles, the canvases even the wooden pegs have a certain life of their own, they have a character. When loading a trailer for an upcoming job the team leader, usually the most experienced person will know the ‘good’ and ‘bad’ poles, and will actively sort through to make sure the best come with them. This ability to see how many individual parts will come together to form a whole is recognisable in Bruno Latour’s ‘black-box’ approach (Latour 1999:192). Latour posits that materials lie in a dormant ‘collective’ state awaiting the individual to interact with them and move them into something useable. This is not to say that some items have no use, but like the ‘bricoleur’ and their tools box, items must be looked at in an impartial light and chosen on the needs of the current task.
	In order to collect the necessary data for this ethnography and dissertation I have decided to perform an auto-ethnography. Tracking my own learning and reefing of these skills. I believe this is best due to two reasons, this piece looks to lift the lid on how bodily practices are learnt and refined. Who else’s body am I best to talk about but my own. This is something I found in Ellis The ethnographic I: a methodological novel about autoethnogrpahy (2004). This is not to say that I will not look to compare what is inside my own mind with those around me, especially as many of them will be imparting the knowledge I hope to master. I will employ the methods laid out by Skinner in The interview: an ethnographic approach (2012) where I will look to have conversational style interviews, hoping to not make it to formal as I believe this would only hinder my approach. 
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