

Supporting paper

Introduction 
This essay is a supporting paper to a presentation which was presented. This piece of writing reflex to a case study of a family who consists of a mother, father and their two sons.
Why is the family vulnerable?
There are many factors which makes this family vulnerable. Starting with the two young boys, their father was verbally and emotionally abuse to them. Emotional abuse is also known as psychological abuse. This is when a parent which in this case is the father deliberately made the boys feel unloved, worthless and degraded. Emotional abuse can make the boys feel ignored by their father because of no interaction with them, which means their needs was not met. Terrorizing the child with treats to physically harm them is emotional abuse. Exploiting and corrupting can lead the boys develop bad behaviours (Glaser, 2002, p.702). 
Verbal Abuse can be a major risk to children especially as they grow up. Children that have been victimised of verbal abuse tend to have personality disorder (PDs) (Johnson et al., 2001). This can affect the way the boys think, and they will have problems trying to maintain the emotions and have an impulsive behaviour cause them to have unstable relationships with others and a constant worry about people abandoning them (NHS, 2020). 
There has been domestic violence from the mother new partner. Research has suggested that domestic violence has a negative impact on a mother ability to have authority over the child. Witnessing domestic abuse can cause children to be at risk of anti-social behaviour and also have aggression as the child gets older (Holt, Buckley and Whelan, 2008). 
With the boys being around domestic abuse it a possibility that this is why the boys have anti-social behaviour. Children suffer with anti-social behaviour can be hostile and disobedient. They may have the tendency to be verbally and physically abusive. This can lead to the boys to steal and even destroy property. If the boys are untreated, it can lead them to a severe impact in adulthood (Scaccia, 2016). The risk factors has been an result of all the situations the child been though such as not attending school, violent and unstable parenting and up bringing (Scaccia, 2016).
The fact that the family have rent arears makes them very vulnerable because there is a chance, they could potentially be homeless. If the family was evicted, moving the children to a not so good area can lead the boys to behaviour. Rent arrears along with domestic abuse has a major impact on the children safely and stress levels. Their moods will be affected which impacts in their behaviour (Bomsta and Sullivan, 2018). Research has proven that not having a stable home can affect the boys academic learning. (Leventhal and Newman, 2010). 

What are risk factors?
There is many evidence that proves the family is vulnerable. The mother alcoholism is a factor that contributes to the cause of domestic violence. Leonard, K., (2001) stated that intoxication in the victim is often viewed as an excuse for the perpetrator's behaviour. With the mother having alcohol issues this could have been a cause to why the father used domestic violence making the mother and the boys vulnerable Bereavement that the mother had to deal with is a risk factor that also makes not only herself but the children vulnerable. Dealing with grieve can make the mother feel alone and isolated leading her to feel that she has no control over herself or her children (Haley, 2021). 
Referral 
The family was referred by the Anti-Social Behaviour Team. The Anti-social team also noted the role of the Neighbourhood Services because the family also had rent arrears at the mother’s home. Because of the children vulnerability, the Anti-Social Behaviour Team deemed it would be in the children best interest to go and live with their father. One of the policies used was the domestic violence policy which was committed by the mother partner. This policy would make it clear who is at risk within the family and communicate any safeguarding concerns. Safeguarding should be put in place to identify who is at risk of serious harm to help them (Gov UK, 2020). The pros of the domestic violence policy are that with this policy all families should be protected and safeguard from any harm and to be  taking out of the situation. A study was done on the Domestic Violence Act on how it could be better. 85% of participates felt that the was not another protection for victims and that there was a gap in the law regarding controlling behaviour. Participates also felt there needed to be tougher sentences to people who committed domestic violence (Home Office, 2014).
In the policy it clearly states that to gain and maintain analytical approach which will ensure that all information regarding individual’s situations and risks are up to date (Gov UK, 2020). In this case the guidelines were followed because the children got placed with their father, but the father victimised the boys with emotional and verbal abuse. This means the father background was not checked before the children was places with their father. 
Recommendation 
The Children Act 1989 stated that any children that was identified to be in danger and should be removed from any risk. This was not done with this family because the children were placed with their father who committed verbal and emotional abuse to the children. The children should have been place with another family member who would care and protect the children. The there was no family member to take care of them then they should have been out in to care. The father background should have been investigated before allocating him to take care of his children.  The family no longer met the criteria which lead the team to concentrate on the mother only. Meanwhile the children safety was at risk while they were in the care of their father. Everyone in the family still need the support from the multi-agency team even though they suggested the family did not need it. 
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