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Does Astrology Provide the Basis for a Theory of History?
A theory of history, or historiography, is an academic study of history, as explained by Richard Evans in his book In Defence of History.[footnoteRef:1] Evans showcases the different lenses one can use to examine history and that the critical examination of sources is what creates different theories of history. This essay will discuss two possibilities for a basis of an astrological theory of history. The definition of astrology used will be Alan Leo’s definition, which is a ‘science which defines the action of celestial bodies upon human character, and its expression in the physical world’.[footnoteRef:2] To develop a theory of history the concepts and practise of astrologers must be taken into account to see if they can have an understanding of history through astrology. The first theory of history examined in this essay is an astrological historiography that is based within the beliefs of astrology. This theory will discuss the cyclical nature of the universe as theorised by Plato, Carl Jung and Dane Rudhyar. This theory proposes that there is a grand narrative to the universe and to astrology and one that can be deciphered through the understanding of the cycles of the heavens and the repeating lessons one can learn from them.[footnoteRef:3] The concept of the Astrological Ages as presented by these astrologers could provide a view of history through an astrological lens that encapsulates the heavens and their impact on Earth through horoscopes and birth charts. Using these, and having an understanding of the ages that have come before, as well as an idea of when the next will arrive, allows astrologers to form an understanding of history. This understanding helps them to expand their practice of astrology as well as pass on information to others on the meanings and symbols they find in the heavens and what that can inform on the past and the future. The second astrological historiography theory is one that can exist outside of the belief in astrology. This theory does not rest on the belief of finding meaning through the movement of the heavens but rather is a theory based on the understanding that astrology played a large role throughout history. Astrology provided an understanding of the importance of the heavens and their movements across many different cultures. Astrology can be seen as a cultural and social phenomenon regardless of its scientific evidence. The second theory this essay will discuss does not rest on the truth of any predictions but rather the actions taken around them and will use the work of Ulla Koch-Westenholz and Jim Tester to present their view of astrology’s influence on history. By understanding how astrology has been used throughout history, and the implications of astrological predictions have made a theory of history can be presented that relies on the understanding of astrology and its predictions. The technical assumptions and uses of these two theories will be assessed using examples from Richard Kalmin, Paul Thagard and Daniel M. Hausman, and their use of an astrological historiography to further understand different aspects of history and societies. Neither focus fully on the study of astrology but rather what an astrological theory of history can bring to different scholarships. In this way, the importance and relevance of an astrological theory of history can be assessed.  [1:  Richard Evans, In Defence of History (London: Granta Books, 2012), p.1]  [2:  Alan Leo, The Complete Dictionary of Astrology (c 1900) (Vermont: Destiny Books, 1983), p 8]  [3:  Plato, Timaeus 39d, in John M. Cooper (ed.), ‘Plato: Complete Works’ (Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing Company, 1997), p. 1243 [Hereafter: Plato, Timaeus), Carl Jung, ‘Letter to Adolf Keller, 25 February 1955’, Selected letters of CG Jung, 1909-1961. (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2014), pp. 229-30 [Hereafter: Jung, Letters], Dane Rudhyar, Astrological timing: The transition to the new age (Pennsylvania: Harper & Row, 1969) p.140 [hereafter: Rudhyar, Astrological Timing]] 

Plato and the Great Year 
To develop an astrological theory of history, astrologers such as Plato and Jung developed theories on the cyclical nature of the universe. Plato developed his theory of this nature through his dialogues Timaeus and The Laws. He theorised the idea of a Great Year where the celestial bodies would complete an orbit and return to their ‘original’ positions[footnoteRef:4]. Plato theorised that this would take place approximately every 36,000 years[footnoteRef:5]. This theory was developed before the discovery of the axial precession of the earth; a slow continuous change in the orientation of the axis of the earth, meaning the celestial poles will not always point towards the same starfield. However, Plato was able to see the movement of the heavens and place his own understanding of this, without modern scientific discoveries, and as such was able to create a theory of the importance of this movement and what it meant for past and the future. Plato’s philosophy was that objects that could be understood with mathematics and showed patterns were entities with higher ‘mind’ and were thus divine.[footnoteRef:6] The movement of the heavens through these cyclical patterns, which could be calculated, showed Plato that the heavens held higher knowledge than man. This knowledge, if it could be understood, could provide insights into history and provide an understanding of how and why events took place. Plato thought that humans ‘ought to fly away from earth to heaven as quickly as we can; and to fly away is to become like God, as far as this is possible; and to become like him, is to become holy, just, and wise’, the planets were far away in the heavens and as such were also in the realm of God and thus were divine and wise[footnoteRef:7]. Carl Jung created a more advanced theory of history by continuing to develop on Plato’s theory of the Great Year and the cyclical nature of the heavens. Jung held a belief in the Astrological Ages, which was similar to the Great Year but was defined by Neil Spencer as the ages the Earth goes through every 25,860 years, with each age corresponding to a zodiac sign.[footnoteRef:8] He was, however, focused more on including psychology into astrology and his theory of synchronicity; the belief that events could be related together with meaningful coincidences.[footnoteRef:9] This, however, was not too far removed from Plato’s theories and further developed an astrological historiography. Jung’s philosophies and his theory of synchronicity placed importance of events reoccurring and the coincidences that could be found and linked across history and provide further insights to humans. Jung explained that [4:  Plato, Timaeus, p.1243]  [5:  Plato, The Laws, in George Burges (trans.), The Works of Plato: The Laws Vol 5 (London: HG Bohn, 1892), p. 2]  [6:  Plato, Timaeus, p.1243]  [7:  Edith Hamilton, Huntington Cairns, and Lane Cooper, The collected dialogues of Plato (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1961), p.41]  [8:  Neil Spencer, True as the Stars Above (London: Victor Gollancz, 2000), p. 116]  [9:  Carl Jung, On Synchronicity (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1951), p.14] 

Transitions between the aeons always seem to have been melancholy and despairing times, as for instance the collapse of the Old Kingdom in Egypt… between Taurus and Aries, or the melancholy of the Augustinian age between Aries and Pisces. And now we are moving into Aquarius, …  And we are only at the beginning of this apocalyptic development![footnoteRef:10]  [10:  Jung, Letters, pp. 229-30] 

Jung saw a repetitious nature of the Ages of Astrology and used that to inform his view of the world, what was coming and its reflection of the past. Dane Rudhyar continued to develop astrology and bring it into a contemporary world, as described by Dennis Frank.[footnoteRef:11] Rudhyar also saw the importance of cycles in astrology and as defined by Frank continued to reformulate astrological theory and the importance of cycles in understanding the history of the universe and the present day.[footnoteRef:12] Similar to Jung and Plato before him, Frank describes Rudhyar as seeing the pattern of human lives coming from an outside and natural source.[footnoteRef:13] The theory of astrological ages and the cyclical nature of the universe has continued to develop over time but as many astrologers such as Plato, Jung and Rudhyar show, it is an important part of understanding the nature of humans. It can allow astrologers to build a theory of history that can be found in the grand narrative of the universe that continues to repeat as we move through the ages. This proves an astrological theory of history is possible because of the cycles the universe experiences and the repetitious nature of those cycles on human lives.  [11:  Dennis Frank, Astrology Considered as a Potential Science of Time (2001) [http://cura.free.fr/xv/11frank3.html][Hereafter: Frank, Astrology]]  [12:  Frank, Astrology, Rudhyar, Astrological Timing, p.145]  [13:  Frank, Astrology] 

The Importance of Astrology Without Belief
Disregarding the truth of horoscopic predictions or the belief in astrology, the fact that it played an integral part in many cultures shows the impact it had on history. There can be a discussion of the history of predictions and the use of astrology in different societies to assess the impact that the heavens have had on cultures and empires. Throughout history, astrology can be seen influencing many in positions of power. Tamsyn Barton said the first Roman emperor to have a court astrologer was Tiberius, however astrological influence in the Roman court went further back as even Augustus used astrology to legitimise his right to rule.[footnoteRef:14] Jim Tester discussed the role some astrologers had in advising the Kings and Emperors of their culture and the impact there predictions had on the future of that civilisation.[footnoteRef:15] Regardless of the outcomes of these predictions Tester saw the role of astrology as having ‘societies with complex socioeconomic and political systems develop technically complex cosmologies as an aid to management of society and the state’.[footnoteRef:16] An astrologer could affect change through predictions and the beliefs that people held in them. This can be seen if one imagines the changes that would have occurred if celestial omens held different meanings. Astrologers could understand the intrinsic understandings of the heavens and their role in humankind and this can be seen to continue into modern times. Dennis Frank explained this by saying that ‘astrology can obtain a contemporary form if its primary elements can be derived from our generic collective experience of life on earth’.[footnoteRef:17] Therefore, an astrological theory of history is possible as the basic practices it involves can be understood and this its role in human history understood. These can also be seen in astrological artefacts such as Mesopotamian astrological reports such as the ones presented by Hermann Hunger and Julian Reade. [footnoteRef:18] Ulla Koch-Westenholz examines the impact many of these reports ended up having on Mesopotamian culture, as astrologers would make predictions such as 'If Jupiter is present in the eclipse, all is well with the king, a noble dignitary will die in his place'.[footnoteRef:19] The result of such predictions was a reliance on astrology to make political decisions or, as Koch-Westenholz says, the predictions led to more in-depth recordings of astronomical events that were seen to hold importance as they correlated to predictions being made. There can be no proof of the causality between the predictions and the outcomes but the importance placed on them can be seen by the documentation of astronomical events and the astrological predictions that came with them. Because of this belief in predictions and the importance astrologers had in the politics of the time, there is a more comprehensive timeline of astronomical events, which can provide more knowledge to those wanting to study the period. The impact of astrology on the history of a nation can be seen through astrological reports like this which show the horoscopes given to the rulers at the time but it cannot be said what would have changed if they had not seen them. However, this still provides a basis for a theory of history, one that is used by Koch-Westenholz and Tester to show the importance astrology had on the documentation of certain cultures.  [14:  Tamsyn Barton, Ancient Astrology (London: Routledge, 1994), p.24]  [15:  Jim Tester, A History of Western Astrology (Suffolk: Boydell & Brewer, 1987), p.51 [Hereafter: Tester, Western Astrology]]  [16:  Tester, Western Astrology, p.51-2]  [17:  Frank, Astrology]  [18:  Hermann Hunger and Julian Reade, Astrological reports to Assyrian kings (Helsinki: Helsinki University Press, 1992)]  [19:  Ulla Koch-Westenholz, Mesopotamian Astrology: An Introduction to Babylonian and Assyrian Celestial Divination (Copenhagen: Museum Tusculanum Press, 1995), p.19 [Hereafter: Koch-Westenholz, Mesopotamian Astrology]] 

Uses for an Astrological Theory of History
The development of a theory of history centred on astrology can be found in the practice and theory of astrology throughout history, as described in the two theories above. These theories can then be used to develop further understanding of civilisations, or other subjects, through modern scholarship, which uses astrological historiography to present its thesis. Richard Kalmin’s book Migrating Tales: The Talmud's Narratives and Their Historical Context finds new ways to interpret Babylonian rabbinic literature, one such way is through astrology. Kalmin’s work brings an astrological historiography look into the Talmud’s narratives and discusses how ‘the rabbis divine God’s will or the future based on the movements or appearance of heavenly bodies’.[footnoteRef:20] Although Kalmin is not an astrologer, nor is his subject matter based on astrology, the use of an astrological historiography helps provide a history of the theory and practice of astrology which can help understand a former society better.[footnoteRef:21] Comparatively the work of Paul Thagard and Daniel M. Hausman on the use of horoscopes and sun signs in teaching philosophy of science shows a different approach to the need for astrological historiography as it pertains to the study of other sciences and topics. Thagard and Hausman present the idea that ‘astrology can serve as part of an introduction to a historically oriented philosophy of science course’ which negates a need for a belief in astrology but rather an understanding of its importance throughout history.[footnoteRef:22] Both of these cases use technical assumptions about astrology that can be found in the two theories of history mentioned previously. Continuing in the study of other sciences, Dennis Frank considered the use of astrology in history and asked if it was a ‘nascent science of time’.[footnoteRef:23] His discussion on the relevance of astrology as a science of time questioned how astrologers have used time in their studies as well as the ways they have regarded history. Using his ideas of time and astrology he believed that  [20:  Richard Kalmin, ‘Astrology.’ Migrating Tales: The Talmud's Narratives and Their Historical Context, 175-99 (California: University of California Press, 2014) [www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/j.ctt7zw092.14], p.178 [Hereafter: Kalmin, Migrating Tales]]  [21:  Kalmin, Migrating Tales, p. 176]  [22:  Paul Thagard and Daniel M. Hausman, ‘SUN SIGNS vs SCIENCE: USING ASTROLOGY TO TEACH PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE’ Metaphilosophy 11 (1980) [www.jstor.org/stable/24435564], p. 101]  [23:  Frank, Astrology] 

A consensual interpretive framework would enable astrologers to agree on the main features of time periods, and a relatively objective meaning of any time period would then be established by consensus. This would then be communicable to the general public.[footnoteRef:24]   [24:  Frank, Astrology] 

The development of astrology into the 20th century and the importance of astrologers such as Jung and Rudhyar bringing psychology and philosophy into the practice shaped it into something more accessible to non-astrologers.[footnoteRef:25] Frank saw this as a way to bring a progressive trend to astrology and hoped it would include a more serious study into time and opinions on the history of astrology coalescing into one to become less confusing and more credible.[footnoteRef:26] This differentiation in opinions, as also noted by Patrick Curry, was something that was detracting from the credibility of astrology.[footnoteRef:27] That there were no formal opinions and practices shared across astrology was affecting its ability to develop a scholarship that could exist outside of those studying only astrology. Curry attempts to explain the differences in astrological practices over time and how to loss of a connection to nature as well as a need to scientifically explain astrology has lost some of its true meanings.[footnoteRef:28] To form a historiography of astrology the belief in astrological practices can be left behind to allow a non-sceptical view of its practices and influence throughout time. Curry’s attempt to ground astrology is similar to Frank’s attempt to use astrology as a science of time as both seek to find the inherent nature of astrology and what it can provide to scholarship.[footnoteRef:29] These methods and attempts to redefine astrology have allowed it to be presented in many scholarships outside of astrology and have allowed it to create a theory of history based on the importance of astrology in previous societies and cultures.  [25:  Jung, Letters, p. 230, Rudhyar, Astrological Timing, p. 140]  [26:  Frank, Astrology]  [27:  Patrick Curry, ‘Grounding the Stars: Towards an Ecological Astrology’ Journal for the Study of Religion Nature and Culture (2007), pp.1-2 [Hereafter: Curry: Grounding the Stars]]  [28:  Curry: Grounding the Stars, p.2]  [29:  Frank, Astrology , Curry: Grounding the Stars, p.4] 

Conclusion
	The development of a theory of history resides in the ability of the scholarship to produce theories and practices that show a greater understand of history and provide deeper insights into the social and cultural history of a civilisation. The two theories presented in this essay show different ways that astrology can be used to create an understanding of history outside of theories of history that already exist. By consulting the work of Plato, Jung and Rudhyar an astrological theory of history can be seen within the belief of astrology. The theory of Astrological Ages and the cyclical nature of the universe provide a concept of history and the meaning behind significant events that may help predict the future. It may also provide further insight into why events have happened and how history has dealt with them. This theory based on the belief of astrology is not the only bases of an astrological theory of history that can be found. Without a belief in astrology, the importance of it as a practice throughout history can still be seen, and the impact it has had in many different cultures can provide a historiographical insight into that culture. Using the work of Koch-Westenholz and Tester the impact of astrology throughout history can be seen, and the proposal of a theory of history using astrology can hold merit. To further solidify an astrological historiography its use in works by Kalmin and Thagard already show the importance of an astrological theory of history. It can be used to expand the current understanding of cultures as well as use the technical assumptions provided by these theories to grant those outside the practice insight into the study and allow the scholarship to grow and include more students. 
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