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[bookmark: _Hlk93090336]Introduction
Rational: 
The purpose for this study is to find out how The Technology and Communication has impacted the Early years Education system. Whether it made a positive or a negative impact.
[bookmark: _Hlk93090421]Objectives: 
The short term of this study is to Investigate ways technology have been promoting learning in Ealy Years education and any draw backs. As well as finding out any difficulties or positive outcomes faced by the communication system. “Research shows that 25% of 0-2-year-olds and 36% of 3-5-year-olds own an iPad, and that the number of under-fives using tablets and computers has increased by 170% since 2012.”
“For many young children in developed countries digital media are now an integral part of family life. Regular surveys of media use suggest that digital devices are ever more ubiquitous, utilised for play, communication and entertainment (Ofcom 2014, 2016, 2019), and qualitative studies of digital media in the home have mapped how children use them in purposeful, interest-driven activity (e.g. Davidson et al. 2017; Murphy and Headley 2019; Plowman 2015).”
[bookmark: _Hlk93090447]Study:
Technology has stormed the Educational System, by making it part of the everyday learning curriculums. Especially during the pandemic that it has become an everyday usage, school trips has been put on hold. Due to this it, has had an impacted-on learning as children needs, outside of classroom learning as much as in classroom learning. Technology still gives them the opportunity to achieve this, whether it is to visit a zoo or farm, they can do this through Computers, Laptop, and smart phones to video calls. 
For example: we witness this in a viral video, of a teacher taking his student to the zoo virtually, where he himself purchased a ticket to the zoo and had his students follow him around the zoo and still learning through Zoom. 
When it comes to Nursery Settings Technology can add to their learning, by supporting their early stage of Speech, Language and Communications where it is through learning apps, e-books, videos or music. “The technology enhances the children’s experiences, for example interactive storybooks bring a whole new dimension to storytelling. It has also been shown that when books are consumed digitally, boys respond better and are more likely to engage in reading for pleasure as a result (Picton, 2014: 5). Similarly, there are a growing number of apps that meet or exceed the Literacy Trust’s six engagement features of Fun, Playing together, Interactive, Loads to do, Creative and Make it your own (Literacy Trust, 2016).”
Many teachers have started to use technology in class to help reach different type of learners and expand on concepts. There are certain things that children can only be exposed through technology. For example, when the children are learning about brushing their teeth. Teaching them this through a cartoon video will have more of a positive impact than normal teachings, especially because children at that age are more of a visual learner and likely to imitate more cartoons. “This is backed by recent research (Livingstone et al., 2015: 4) which has recommended that schools should ‘take a more active role in promoting creative and educational uses of digital technologies as well as addressing safety matters at home with parents and carers”.
Technology can be used to expand a Childs creativity and imagination. As well as getting to experience something completely new for example…culture, religion and background and music from all around the world, including other educational materials that teaches them about problem solving tom stimulate their minds.
Technology gives the nursery and parents the opportunities to share videos or experience of the child leaning in class as well as at home. Whether it is through a tablet or office computer, this is very vital especially if there is a language barrier. This can be achieved through a safe app that the nursery will choose, these apps have been great help to parents as it gives them the opportunity to see how their children interacts with others.
 Unlike in the past where nurseries could only capture children’s progress through 35mm film camera, then having to develop to be able to see the pictures to now having a digital camera where they can take pictures and video record the children and view it right away is a huge improvement and more practical. 
[bookmark: _Hlk93090472]Negative side to Technology:
The downfall to technology that has experts, nurseries and parents worried is “screen time” that young children are exposed too, especially under the age of three, as it is still quite unclear about the effects it has on them now and in the future.
“This is backed by recent research (Livingstone et al., 2015: 4) which has recommended that schools should ‘take a more active role in promoting creative and educational uses of digital technologies as well as addressing safety matters at home with parents and carers”.
[bookmark: _Hlk93090514]Lower attention Span
Lowering their attention span is one of the worries too. Teachers and parents believe due to the instant technology interaction makes it harder for them to wait, because with a click they can watch their favourite shows right away.
[bookmark: _Hlk93090536]Risk and Privacy
Although Cybersecurity implementation is very high standard in today technology, but it is still not enough to keep Hackers and Criminals away. When it comes to smart technology there is always a loophole for a hacker and criminals to utilize technology to steal identity as well as harass children. With today technology harassments and privacy issues has increased. The technology industry needs cybersecurity professionals who are always one step ahead to make it harder for hackers to hack, for technology to be safer for children to use.
[bookmark: _Hlk93090563]Communication systems in Nursery
Nursery settings has changed the way the communicate with parents. It went from sending letters or phone calls home to now emailing at any convenience. Especially now during covid since face to face has been limited. To also now using apps to be able to interact with parents more, as parent still want to know how their child is doing and how they are interacting or what they are learning. Using this apps has helped both nurseries and parents to communicate.
“Kinderly, a software company, which produces early learning apps, has seen a rise in the number of nurseries embracing digital technology in order to maintain regular communication with parents.” (Learner, 2020)
[bookmark: _Hlk93089602]“Kinderly’s chief executive and founder Geraint Barton, said: “During lockdown and beyond we have been supporting an increasing number of early years professionals and settings with a unique digital support package filled with free early years resources, weekly hot-topic webinars, a parent portal, activities for parents to support home learning, free access to our CPD and micro learning platform and EYFS software and even yoga videos for children.” (Learner, 2020)
Other ways the nursery communicates is through emails via computer.
Emails is one of the most go to communication system used in a workplace. Composing emails is very easy and direct, as soon as you have finished composing it, with just one click it is sent immediately. 

Advantage 

“Email is quick. Once you have finished composing a message, sending it is as simple as clicking a button. Email, especially if an email system is integrated into the network, is sent, delivered and read almost immediately.”
[bookmark: _Hlk93092605][bookmark: _Hlk93093444]Nursery uses emails because it is easy to access files and any data they need to communicate with parents, as well as making it easier for parents to reply right away and stores information. (Duncan, 2021)
[bookmark: _Hlk93092662] “Email allows for instant access of information and files. You can opt to send yourself files and keep messages so that you have a paper trail of conversations and interactions you have online just in case you may need them in the future.” (Duncan, 2021)
Disadvantage
Although email is the most sort out form of communications, there is also downside to it. Such as, having to wait till the person reply for you to know they got your email. Sometimes the emails do not go through properly or it is hidden in junk box (spam mails). Or if the person does not check they emails frequent it can pile up and get lost in the folder.
“Email requires timely responses. While some people tend to disregard messages, those that require responses should be replied to as soon as they are received and read. If not, urgent and important messages may be left untended.” (Duncan, 2021)
[bookmark: _Hlk93095183][bookmark: _Hlk93095334]“Email cannot be ignored for a long time. The thing with email is that it needs constant maintenance. If you ignore it, more and more messages will enter your inbox until it gets to the point that your inbox is no longer manageable.” (Duncan, 2021)
If an email is composed and it is extremely long, there is likely that I would not be read accurately as not everyone like long email.
“Email should be kept short and brief. This is especially difficult if you are one to send messages that are too long.” Duncan, 2021) 
Or if there is misunderstanding it can cause miscommunications and left unread.
[bookmark: _Hlk93093645]“Email can cause misunderstandings. Because email does not include nonverbal communication, recipients may misinterpret the sender’s message. This is particularly true of senders fail to go through their messages before they send them.” (Duncan, 2021)
Emails can also carry bugs and virus which can lead to your computer, or any other technology being hacked. 
“Email messages can contain viruses. It’s best to be aware of this possibility so that you are careful when opening messages from people you don’t know, or when downloading attachments.”
[bookmark: _Hlk93094896]Methodology
This study was carried out through the web searched of articles, and through personal experiences with nursery.
Conclusion
During this secondary research I found out although technology is very much involved in educations, but when it comes to nursery, they are taking precautions to avoid exposing children to hackers and criminals as well as not knowing the effect it can have on children in the long term.
I found out that as well as the nursery that my daughter attend other nursery has been using apps or other alternative to communicate with parents during covid, since there are limitations when it comes to face-to-face contact. Which has been quite exciting as a parent to see how my daughter interacts with other children and what she is learning and activities that she takes part in throughout her day at nursery.

Future research that needs to be focused on is the impact technology have on our children and everyone in general, since the future is technology, and we spend more time using technology than anything else.
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