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A Critical Comparison of Two Approaches to the Development of Sustainable Communities and a Critique of Accommodationist Theories
There are very few issues more important than the development of sustainable communities (Chalmers, 2004), in contemporary society (Welsh Government, 2021). Sustainable communities can be defined as the development of communities that meet the needs of present generations, without compromising the needs of future ones (United Nations, 1987). This assignment will aim to compare and contrast current Welsh Government and French Government policies to promote the development of sustainable communities in their retrospective countries (Welsh Government, 2015; Ercin, Mekonnen and Hoekstra, 2013). These approaches will then be critiqued from an accommodationist perspective (Fein, 2004). Accommodationist theory is the belief that institutions are able to adapt to accommodate the demands of the environment and the growth of sustainable communities (Scott and Gough, 2003). This assignment will now move on to compare and contrast the approaches taken in Wales and France on this issue (Welsh Government, 2015; Ercin, Mekonnen and Hoekstra, 2013), with both approaches then being critiqued from an accommodationist perspective (Fein, 2004). 
 
According to Jenkins (2018), the Welsh Government has always been an ambitious country when it comes to the growth of sustainable communities. The Welsh Government has been able to focus on the growth of sustainable communities largely due to a duty placed onto the former Welsh Assembly by the original Government of Wales Act 1998, which legislated for the Assembly to create and continually review a scheme that aims to promote sustainable development in Wales (Government of Wales Act 1998). Hull (2004) agreed that the Welsh Government and former Assembly were ambitious when it comes to the development of sustainable communities and were successful in embedding the principles of sustainable development. This can be seen in policy, where the Welsh Government have introduced many reforms to develop sustainable communities (Welsh Government, 2024a). For example, the Well-Being and Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 is a significant piece of legislation, which places a duty on public bodies in Wales to think long term about their actions and how they would affect the development of sustainable communities in Wales (Well-Being and Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015). Jones (2019) argues that this legislation is championing, and has a notion of justice for future generations who are relying on the actions of the present. Davies (2016) agrees that the Well Being and Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 is groundbreaking and in addition, is championing sustainable development on the world stage at the time when compared to other countries, as the Welsh Government was the first country to enshrine the growth of sustainable communities into law (Davies, 2016). However, many of these reforms have met resistance from individuals in Wales (Mosalski, 2024). For example, the Welsh Government introduced a 20 miles per hour speed limit on restricted roads across Wales in 2023 (Welsh Government, 2024b). The rationale behind this decision was to improve the growth of sustainable communities in Wales by encouraging individuals to walk and cycle more often to improve the health and well-being of Welsh communities as well as reduce the harmful emissions that cars produce (Welsh Government, 2024b). This approach taken by the Welsh Government is backed by research (Milton et al., 2021). For instance, Milton et al. (2021) found evidence that the impact of 20 miles per hour speed limits in cities such as Edinburgh has been successful in reducing traffic speed, as well as collisions and casualties in the area. However, when Wales introduced this reform, the backlash from many individuals in Wales was significantly extreme, with much of it driven by misinformation and a scepticism over the actual safety benefits of the reform (Jones, 2024), despite research showing its benefits (Milton et al., 2021). This backlash has caused the Welsh Government to adopt a strategy of listening and consultation, where guidance on exemptions and a has been given to local councils who can change roads back to 30 miles per hour if they wish (Jones, 2024). From an accommodationist perspective, it is clear to see that the Welsh Government tried to be more progressive compared to many parts of the UK (Jones, 2024). However, they have been forced in many ways to accommodate the views of the public by backtracking and taking a more accommodationist viewpoint (Jones, 2024), with an emphasis on more controlled growth (Joseph et al., 2022) by giving local councils the power to return to a 30 miles per hour limit on roads (Jones, 2024). However, despite this, Wales remains at the forefront of developing sustainable communities on the world stage, as many theorists such as Jones (2019) and Davies (2016) suggest. For example, it was Wales that became the first UK country to introduce a mandatory charge for single use carrier bags in shops, which was introduced to reduce the levels of waste going to landfill (Poortinga, Whitmarsh and Suffolk, 2013). The theory behind this was to prompt individuals who have gone shopping to really think about whether they need a plastic bag or not (Poortinga, Whitmarsh and Suffolk, 2013). This would then prompt a change of behaviour in society that would cause individuals to bring re-useable bags to shops instead (Poortinga, Whitmarsh and Suffolk, 2013). This strategy has arguably had success, as plastic bag use fell by a significant 98% across the UK between the periods of 2014 and 2023, largely due to the rest of the UK following in the footsteps of Wales and introducing their own plastic bag charges (Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs and Pow, 2023). However, the reforms and approaches taken by Wales (Welsh Government, 2024b) differ significantly with the approaches taken in France (Ercin, Mekonnen and Hoekstra, 2013). The approaches in France will now be analysed and compared to the approaches taken in Wales (Welsh Government, 2015; Ercin, Mekonnen and Hoekstra, 2013). 

According to Azam, Khan and Ali (2022) the French Government have struggled to contribute to the growth of sustainable communities when compared to other countries, despite the French government setting sustainability goals, such as reaching net zero emissions by 2030. Azam, Khan and Ali (2022) suggest that the French government have consistently failed to create policies and use technology to meet its sustainability aims. In comparison, Wales has been much more contributory to the development of a sustainable planet from a policy perspective (Well Being and Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015). For instance, the Well Being and Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 has created a statutory requirement for public bodies to always be taking the development of a sustainable Wales and in turn, the development of a sustainable planet, into account so that future generations are able to have access to the same resources as the current generations do (Well Being and Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015). However, France does not have legislature that requires public bodies to consider future generations in the same way as Wales does and instead the Franch government has created sustainable development goals as part of the French governments 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (France Diplomacy, 2025). As part of these targets, the French government aims to combine the fight against poverty with ‘environmental protection in the face of climate change’ (French Diplomacy, 2025, np). One way the French Government aims to do this is to provide clean water and sanitation across France (French Diplomacy, 2025). However, Ercin, Mekonnen and Hoekstra (2013), argued that the French Government has not previously done enough in this regard, and that French river basins had experienced severe water scarcity every month with little intervention from the French government (Ercin, Mekonnen and Hoekstra, 2013). In comparison, the Welsh Government are more proactive with the development and maintenance of clean water and for managing water as a resource (Welsh Government, 2022), For example, the Wesh Government has put a statutory duty on water undertakers to produce a ‘Water Resources Management Plan’ (Welsh Government, 2022, p. 2) every five years, which should also be complemented by drought plans, which are operational steps that all water undertakers whose area is fully mainly in Wales must follow if a drought were to develop in their area (Welsh Government, 2022). This shows that arguably the Welsh Government has taken a more positive and sustainable approach to the management of water as a resource, both in the past and currently (Welsh Government, 2022), when compared to the approaches taken by the French Government in the past (Ercin, Mekonnen and Hoekstra, 2013). In addition, the French Government have prioritised the growth of clean and sustainable energy in France (French Diplomacy, 2022). However, France is the leading country in the European Union when it comes to the use of nuclear energy (Seckacheva, 2021). While Seckacheva (2021) argues that nuclear energy is sustainable, and significantly reduces emissions, theorists such as Pearce (2012) disagrees and argues that this is often a misconception and that nuclear power plants can often emit the same number of harmful emissions of a natural gas power plant, due to mining and transporting resources such as uranium. Despite this evidence, the French Government are continuing to use nuclear energy and are constructing more nuclear power plants (Country Nuclear Power Profiles, 2025), which may prove to be harmful to the growth of sustainable communities (Pearce, 2012). In comparison, the Welsh Government has set out a strategy which discusses the Welsh Governments role in the development of a Wales that is energy efficient and sustainable by 2026 (Welsh Government, 2016). However, the Welsh Government does not have the power to legislate on energy efficiency, due to the devolved status of Wales, but the Welsh Government is instead able to promote it and put pressure on the UK Government which does have the power to regulate on energy efficiency (Welsh Government, 2016). As part of their energy efficiency strategy, the Welsh Government has aimed to promote cutting unnecessary energy use in industry over the long term and promoting the use of renewable energy sources to reduce carbon emissions, as well as tacking poverty by investing in energy efficiency which will reduce costs for individuals in Wales (Welsh Government, 2016). This is a significant difference to the approach taken by the French Government for France who are continuing to use nuclear power as the main source of energy in the country (Seckacheva, 2021), despite the questions that have been raised over its negative impact on the growth of sustainable communities (Pearce, 2012). From an accommodationist perspective, it is clear to see that the French Government align more with this theory when compared to Wales (Scott and Gough, 2003; Seckacheva, 2021). This is evidenced by the fact that the French Government has set aims to promote and grow a sustainable France (French Diplomacy, 2022). However, the French Government continues to invest in its vast nuclear energy network and power plants which keeps in line with the status quo, perhaps due to the belief that it could reduce harmful emissions and there is some evidence to support this (Seckacheva, 2021). However, there is also evidence that disputes this approach, and argues that the construction of nuclear power plants still involves mining and utilising unrenewable resources which will have a negative impact on the growth of sustainable communities (Pearce, 2012). However, The Welsh Governments approach is arguably more progressive (Davies, 2016), compared to the more accommodationist approach taken in by the French Government (Scott and Gough, 2003; Seckacheva, 2021). For example, the Well Being and Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 is a groundbreaking piece of legislation, as it was the first of its kind globally (Well-Being and Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015; Davies, 2016). It is an act that has the potential to improve the lives of the communities of the future in Wales (Jones, 2019), which other countries, such as France, do not have and arguably, these countries have not gone far enough to promote the development of sustainable communities (Pearce, 2012).

In conclusion, it is clear to see that the approach of the Welsh Government and its policies (Well-Being and Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015), has had a significant impact in promoting the growth of a sustainable planet in Wales (Jones, 2019; Davies, 2016), when compared to the French Government in France (Azam, Khan and Ali, 2022; (Ercin, Mekonnen and Hoekstra, 2013). For example, the Welsh Government has enshrined its commitment to sustainability into its polices (Government of Wales Act 1998), making their approach a positive one, that seeks to create a Wales that can be enjoyed by the future generations to come (Well-Being and Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015). However, France does not take this approach and is still reliant on nuclear energy which the government may believe is a sustainable source of energy (Seckacheva, 2021), despite evidence that disputes this viewpoint (Pearce, 2012). Therefore, for the French Government to meet it’s pledges for a safe and clean environment (French Diplomacy, 2025), research should be undertaken by the French Government to understand the approaches of countries such as Wales (Jenkins, 2018), to see if these policies can be implemented in France (Well Being and Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015; Azam, Khan and Ali, 2022).
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