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AIM(S)

· To enable students to plan and conduct an in-depth investigation of a topic that is relevant to the student’s degree scheme / professional practice context.

· To provide the opportunity to apply an understanding of research methodology and methods to the investigation and allow students to demonstrate their ability to work with relative autonomy in undertaking a sustained, in-depth piece of independent learning

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· complete a significant research project reflecting appropriate skills of assimilation, synthesis, argument, communication and presentation in a chosen field relevant to their degree scheme;
· complete their research and present a completed document within the defined timescale and to agreed standards;
· draw on concepts, principles and practices introduced in other modules and demonstrate linkages and relationships;
· establish the present state of knowledge in a defined area and contribute to that knowledge.

INDICATIVE CONTENT

This module is essentially an individual, self-directed piece of work the contents of which will be specific to your degree scheme / professional area and interests: 
· Planning, management and execution of an in-depth research project that builds on / contributes to knowledge and or practice.  

· Use of a range of project management skills to manage time and other resources, manage relationships, and maintain regular communication.

· Understanding, and application of practical issues of undertaking independent research including: independent learning and development; stakeholder interests’ ethical considerations; insider research. 

· Exploration of appropriate literature, and production of a literature review, which shows advanced conceptual and theoretical understanding and a high level of critical evaluation. 

· Ability to justify and use appropriate methods of qualitative and/or quantitative research and data analysis to meet the needs of the chosen topic.

· Ability to synthesise and interpret data generated by research, and evaluate this in the context of appropriate literature.

· A consideration of links between research and professional contexts, with indications of how research outputs could enrich or improve practice, or improve outcomes, children/young people/ vulnerable adults / communities. 

· Ability to articulate all aspects of the research project in a clear and logical way, and to produce a dissertation which includes a well-argued discussion of research findings, and clear conclusions. This can be either an empirical study or a literature review.  

Study Time Allocation
The study time for the module is divided as follows:
	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	18
	3%

	Independent learning
	582
	97%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	600
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1

	☐
	Written exam
	☒
	Coursework
	☐
	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Dissertation
	15,000 words
	100%



Assessment Summary

	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	100% 

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%



INDICATIVE READING LIST

Students will be directed to specific reading, and /or other appropriate material, and will be encouraged to explore the possibilities of research within their own specialist areas

	Module Code
	ECGE7006Q

	Module Title
	Dissertation: Childhood, Youth and Education

	Classification
	Reading List entry
	Electronic*

	Essential
	BSA. (2017) Statement of Ethical Practice for the British Sociological Association. Durham: British Sociological Association.
	☒

	Essential
	Bos. (2020). Research ethics for students in the social sciences (First edition, 2020.). Springer International Publishing.
	☒


	Essential 
	BERA (2018) BERA Guidelines for Ethical Research (Fourth Edition) BERA 
	☒


	Essential
	Buckler,S and Walliman,N., (2016) Your dissertation in education. Los Angeles ;: SAGE.
	☒

	Essential
	Jessop, J. (2012) Ethics in Qualitative Research. London: Sage. 
	☐

	Essential
	Punch. K. F. (2013) Introduction to Social Research: Quantitative and Qualitative Approaches (3rd ed). London: Sage Publications Ltd.
	☐

	Further
	Bell, J. (2014) Doing your research project: a guide for first time researchers in education and social science (6th ed). Milton Keynes: Open University Press. 
	☐

	Further
	British Educational Research Journal
	☒

	Further
	Bryman, A. (2016) Social Research Methods (5th ed).  Oxford: Oxford University Press.
	☐


	Further
	Creswell, J. W. (2014) Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Methods Approaches (4th ed).  London: Sage Publications Ltd. 
	☒

	Further
	Denscombe, M. (2014) The Good Research Guide: for small-scale social research projects (5th ed). Maidenhead: Open University Press.  
	☐

	Further
	Denzin, N. K. & Lincoln, Y. S. (eds), (2018) The Sage Handbook of Qualitative Research (45h ed). London: Sage Publications Ltd.
	☐

	Further
	Easterby-Smith, M., Thorpe, R. & Lowe, A. (2015) Management Research: An Introduction (5th ed). London: Sage Publications Ltd.
	☐

	Further
	Johnson, B. & Christensen, L. (2011) Educational Research: quantitative, qualitative and mixed approaches. London: Sage.
	☐

	Further
	Kumar, R. (2014) Research Methodology: A Step-by-Step Guide for Beginners (4th ed). Sage Publications: London.
	☐

	Further
	Silverman, D. (2013) Doing Qualitative Research: A Practical Handbook (4th ed). London: Sage Publications Ltd.
	☒



