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Human Community as Holy Rite 5 

an axiom in our times that the goal of direct action by incanta­
tion and ritual gesture cannot be taken as a serious possibility. 
(The important exception to this general acceptance of the 
axiom, to be discussed later, is contemporary "linguistic analy­
sis." But the import of this work has as yet hardly extended 
beyond the world of professional philosophy.) 

The suggestion of magic and marvel so uncongenial to the 
contemporary taste may be dissipated in various ways: only 
one of the sayings I have quoted comes from the portion of the 
Analects-Books 3 to 8-that has been most widely of all ac­
cepted as "authentic" in the main. The other sayings might be 
among the many interpolations, often alien in spirit to Confu­
cius, which are known to be in the received text. Or one might 
hold that the magical element is quite restricted in scope, 
applying only to the ruler or even the perfect ruler alone. 3 Still 
another possible method of ''interpreting away" the "magical" 
statements is co suppose that Confucius was merely emphasiz­
ing and dramatizing the otherwise familiar power of setting a 
good example.-• In short, on this view we musr take the "magi­
cal" sayings as being poetic sta_tements of a pr9saic truth. 
Finally, one might simply argue that Confucius was not con­
sistent on the issue-perhaps that he was mainly and charac­
teristically ancimagic, buc, as might well be expected, he had 
nor entirely freed himself of deep-rooted traditional beliefs. 

All of these interpretations take che teaching of a magical 
dimension to human virtue as an obstacle to acceptance by the 
sophisticated citizen of the twentieth century. The magic 
must be interpreted away or else treated as a historically un­
derstandable failure on Confucius's pan. I prefer to think we 
can still learn from Confucius on this issue if we do not begin 

J- Cf. W3lcy, Analerts of Con/11ciur, pp. 64-66, and c�pecially "I do 001 1hi nk
Confucius auributcd this magic power w any rites sa\'c those pr:icticed by the
divinely appointed ruler."
4. Sec, for cx3mple, Ibid .. p. 66. 
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