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EVIDENCE –BASED POLICING AND APPLICATION
CAN POLICING MODELS SUPPORT EVIDENCE-BASED POLICING?

The academic authorities and The College of Policing promote “Evidence based Policing "as a way of using the best quality evidence to notify and challenge policing policies, practices, and decisions. (Dr.Wood et al.)
EBP draws inspiration from the success of evidence-based practice in various fields, particularly medicine. The concept is adapted from the medical profession, where evidence-based practice has demonstrated positive results. The aim is to utilize research to support decision-making and policy development for both the police and partnership Organizations. (Dr.Wood et al.). Professor Sherman invented the term “evidence-based policing" in 1998. Also, Sherman was the founder of the Cambridge Center for Evidence-Based Policing (CCEBP). (The police journal,2022). Evidence plays a vital role in supporting and expanding policing practice.
Evidence is a foundation for making decisions and improving policing strategies. Evidence-based policing (EBP)approach is applicable to all individuals involved in policing. (College of Policing, 2023). The key aspect of evidence-based policing is stating the question, gathering the existing evidence, assessing the existing evidence, and undertaking research, implementing the findings, and evaluating the implementation. Stating the question means an accurate question that enables police researchers to plan and develop the most efficient approaches for collecting evidence.
Gathering existing evidence is the process of collecting valuable information, data, and other sources of evidence. Could also mean reviewing previous studies, reports, or statistical data.
The aim of assessing the existing evidence and undertaking research is to evaluate how good the evidence found is, focusing on quality and relevance of the existing evidence.
Implementing the findings is a decision on whether to implement a change in practice based on the findings of the review.
The last aspect of evidence-based policing is evaluating the implementation which evaluates the effectiveness of the implementation achieving the desired outcomes. (Dr.Wood et al.).
EBP research includes an entire variety of techniques designed to get the truth. (Dr.Wood et al.).
The issue of policing communities and neighborhoods has consistently received significant attention from government and media.
Community policing prioritizes the public and their concerns. Skogan (2006) accentuates that community policing is more of a going process rather than a set of defined outcomes resulting from police activity. In comparison, neighborhood policing is a specific strategy and method of delivering those objectives. (Dr.Wood et al.).
Neighborhood policing has an objective of reducing crime and minimizing the level of fear associated with it. Another aspect is improving the perception of police legitimacy by actively working and building, sustaining public trust and confidence in the law enforcement. Law enforcement agencies are encouraged to collaborate with multiple agencies to effectively combat crime and address matters related to public protection. Multi-agency collaboration plays a crucial role in various sectors including vulnerability and protection, domestic abuse, crime and disorder redactions and partnerships with local authorities. (Dr.Wood et al. P 172).
The guidelines provided by the College of Policing (2021) emphasize some key factors crucial for successful problem-solving by prioritizing preventive measures to mitigate issues before they escalate. The College of Policing initiated a call from the Police practice to identify the current approaches and practical examples of neighborhood policing implemented by police forces. The primary objective was to identify the current approaches and practical examples of neighborhood policing being implemented by different police forces. By gathering this example, The College aimed to understand the effectiveness of strategies and intervention in Neiborhood policing. The call for practice specifically examples of a policing or partnership initiative or intervention, a problem-solving technique that has been applied to a local policing issue, a summary of a local practice, a project or evaluation and training or continuing professional development.
Effective neighborhood policing involves building strong relationships with community members. Police officers actively engage with resident, community, organization, and local leaders to understand them concern, gather information, and collaborate on solutions. They work with community to identify and address underlying issues that contribute to crime and disorder. By analyzing data, identifying patterns aim to implement targeted strategies that prevent crime and improve community safety. Neighborhood policing relies on partnership with community organizations, schools, businesses, and local government agencies. By making visible the police presence in the neighborhood creates a sense of security. Visibility helps to build up trust, encourage community members to report crime or any other incidents.
Effective neighborhood policing recognizes that each community has unique needs and concerns. Community plays a significant role in the success of local policing strategies. It is vital for law enforcement to create a good and clear dialog between the public and the police. By doing so police could gain a deeper understanding of community needs, risk and threats that affect them. Overall, there is available evidence that strongly supports the idea that when police collaborate with the public to solve problems can effectively reduce disorder while increasing trust in law enforcement. (Dr.Wood et al.). The study and the evidence consistenly have shown that engaging with community, targets foot patrols and collaborative problem-solving efforts have a substantial impact on increasing public confidence in policing activity.By promoting fair decision-making processes and cultivating positive interactions with the public, the police service sustain its legitimacy. (College of Policing,2013).



 
There are multiple models and approaches who aim to build trust and improve communication between law enforcement and community. These include problem analysis and problem solving, problem-oriented policing (POP), hot spot and zero tolerance policing. Problem Analysis has been perceived as a simplistic model, but it does offer a logical framework for addressing problems and collecting the necessary information to discover solutions.
Herman Goldstein is the pioneer of the concept of problem-oriented policing (POP). He defined POP as a comprehensive strategy for improving law enforcement. (Goldtein,1990, p 32).
The problem-oriented police POP approach can be described within the framework of the SARA model of problem solving.
The SARA models utilize four stages to address problems. Those stages are scanning, analysis, response, and assessment.
Scanning involves the identification and prioritization of potential crime and disorder problems.
Analysis stage means that information and intelligence are collected to examine potential problems and demonstrate they are underlying causes.
Response aspect concentrates on creating and executing individualized initiative and tactics that directly address to identify causes of the problem.
Assessment refers to measuring the effectiveness of the response to test if it has achieved the wanted effect. It also involves evaluating the impact of the response to determinate the level of success and ensure that appropriate modifications are made for the best possible results. (College of Policing,2017). 
The existing evidence shows that problem-oriented policing (POP) has led to success in reducing the overall level of general offending.
A meta-analysis of many studies on POP demonstrated a statistically significant and meaningful impact on crime and disorder compared to standard policing practices, no intervention, or alternative interventions. Regardless, it is worth noting that one primary study reported an increase in victimization displaying potential challenges in implementing the intervention effectively. When an alternative effect size measure suitable for places-based studies was utilized, the analysis revealed a substantial 33.8% reduction in crime and disorder associated with the implementation of POP. The review also examined the possibility of crime displacement (the movement of criminal activities in neighboring areas or spread of benefits (crime reduction in both targeted and nearby location) resulted from place-based POP approaches. The circumstance indicates no considerable evidence of crime displacement resulting from POP. Despite that there was some evidence indicating a higher likelihood of benefits diffusing to other areas. In conclusion, the review illustrated a strong focus on validity carrying out relevant statistical analyses. (College of Policing,2020).
Hot-spot policing aims to identify the areas characterized by a high incident of crime and disorder and to implement target actions in those locations as a deterrent. Some individuals, properties, or organizations experience repeated victimization from certain crimes, such as burglary and the reason for this is not always apparent. The existing evidence indicates that the original offender returns to the same location and commits further offenses. Regardless of the reasoning, it is crucial to emphasize that the available data strongly indicates that individuals who have been victimized in a crime and do not take preventive measures afterwards are more likely to be targeted again. Repeated victimization needs to be considered by the police when responding to criminal incidents. Maintaining a consistent police presence in a specific area can lead to a reduction in crime rates, but this strategy may not be sustainable over an extended period. Implementing alternative crime prevention measures like installing CCTV cameras or improving street lighting can demonstrate longer term positive outcomes.  The valuable knowledge possessed by patrol officers can play a significant role in the development and successful implementation of this initiative. Their familiarity with the area, understanding of community, crime patterns can have a significant positive impact on the effectiveness and outcome of such projects. (Dr. Wood et al. P 170,171)
According to the College of Policing (2013) combining hot spot policing with initiatives targeting the reduction of crime opportunities has proven to be an effective crime reduction strategy. The report notes hot spot policing has shown effectiveness in drug offenses, violent crime, and disorder.
Zero tolerance policing known as aggressive order maintenance is frequently utilized as one of two strategies to address disorderly conditions known as “broken windows", which could potential escalate into more serious offenses. Zero tolerance policing focuses on strict enforcement and a firm response to disorder, while community-based policing prioritizes a collaborative method that involves cooperation between law enforcement and local communities. According to the available evidence, zero tolerance strategies have not demonstrated a statistically significant effect on crime rates. Eight of the ten tests conducted on these strategies, eight shown no significant differences in crime levels when compared to areas utilizing traditional policing approaches. One test indicated a decrease in crime while another test showed a significant increase. (College of Policing,2022)
Policing models have a vital role in advancing evidence-based policing through various strategies. Embracing evidence-based principles allows agencies to enhance effectiveness, efficiency, and accountability in their practice, resulting in improved outcomes for crime prevention, reduction, and community safety. As research and technology progress it is crucial for policing models to continuously evolve and adapt, ensuring that evidence-based policing remains at the forefront of law enforcement efforts in promoting public safety and justice. Evidence is used in policing in many ways to support investigations, inform decision making, and ensure correct and effective law enforcement. 
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