
· What is the overall theme and idea here? Are there any aspects that I don’t understand? Why?
· Are there any ideas that I want to follow up later?
· How accurate are the statement within this piece of work?
· Do the points follow each other logically?
· Are there any flaws or jumps in the reasoning?
· Are there any gaps – arguments or information that might be relevant but has been left out.
· Are there any persuasive techniques being used which encourage you to agree?
Line of Reasoning:
What are the main things this writing wants me to accept? What are the main reasons given for me to accept this?
Critically evaluate the line of reasoning
Are there points and reasons in favour of the argument that are relevant, and contribute to it?
What are the points that follow each other logically
Are there any false premises: a starting point that is not proven or backed up with evidence?
Flawed reasoning: false connections between points.
Identify evidence in the text:
What is the evidence: statistics, examples, histories
Findings from experiements or surveys, questionnaires or case studies
Anecdote – personal stories and experiences
Evaluate the evidence
How old is the research
Check the sources of information – do they seem reliable
Check possible bias in the sources, organisation agendas
Check that the statistics are convincing – percentages can be used to make inadequate date look impressive
Beware of words that sound like statistics “Most people....”
Look out for emotive language and ‘persuade’ words e.g. “Obviously” “We can see that” “Surely”
Question surface Appearances
Is the evidence all it appears to be? Is it relevant
What is the purpose of the writing? To persuade? Inform? Entertain? How can you tell?
Is all necessary information given? Do there seem to be gaps?
Does the evidence come from a neutral source, or is it biased?
Identify the writer’s conclusion
Conclusions are usually indicated by ‘trigger’ words – therefore, so hence, thus, it is clear that...
Or by imperatives words indicating that something has to be done “must, should, need to”

Evaluate whether the evidence supports the conclusions
DO the conclusions follow on logically from the evidence and reasoning given?
Does the conclusion make too big a ‘jump away from the evidence?
Do the conclusions use false reasoning, or twist the evidence to suit a general premise.
