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Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]For this assignment we must talk about how Blaenafon was before and what it’s like now, we must talk about this history and talk about what people in Blaenafon talked to us about this place and if they still like it.   We went on a trip to see Blaenafon ourselves, so we got to understand what was there and we visited a museum which had a lot of history and information on the town, so we got to explore that and other shops that was around there.  Will talks about the museum, people, history and shops.   Talk about the different areas of Blaenafon like Big Pit, Heritage Site and Railway, and a bit about their history and how it should be improved or not improved, talk about the people we spoke to and how they felt about their town and their negative and positive thoughts.  And speak about what you learnt and how it would help other people and how much Blaenafon should be credited for remaining its history. 
History of Blaenafon
Blaenafon holds years and years of history, families moved to Blaenafon because their husbands were sent off to work in the coalmine, so they would be closer to work.  Within distance of Blaenafon they have Big Pit, Blaenafon Heritage Railway and the Ironworks which is where most people would work.  Big pit is where all coal miners would go and work to help their families and to earn money and help with the coalmine.  Big pit has become a very popular place in Blaenafon to visit because you can go underground in the coalmine and see what the minors had to do and what it would look like, they would give you head pieces and equipment to feel like you’re one of them. Ironwork is also another attraction in Blaenavon, that’s also were men worked to earn money, you can go and visit the ironworks there are buildings still up and with Big Pit, they have everything there.  It’s a big place with loads of history, and it’s very popular for schools and colleges. A lot of people visit Blaenfon because it nice to see things you couldn’t see now, it’s rare to find things about coal mining, in big pit as they have everything there.  It’s easier to visit the actual place than read about it online because you get more knowledge and understanding if you’re where everyone once was.  You learn so much about the history just by staring at the place, it’s amazing how much history there is and how little you would of think you known about it.  
Visit to Blaenafon
While visiting Blaenafon you get to see a lot of the history the place still has and explore more into it, Blaenafon is a little town so it’s not hard to explore every inch of it.  Blaenafon still has old buildings from the past still standing which is an amazing way to keep the history going because people get to understand what it was like to be there and live there back then.  There are a few people in Blaenafon that has lived there for many years, so It will nice to get feedback from them and to understand their experiences of living there and how they would like things to go back to how they were or if they would like anything to change.  
Blaenafon is such a nice place to go and visit, they have shops like co-op where you can buy food, or they have little café nearby which I also visited and there’s a post office, museum, church etc.  it’s good to see how many people enjoy living there and are open to share options on what they would like to change or why they enjoy living there.  Walking around Blaenafon you could see different sculptures of people and around it you would sign a board with the history of that person, I thought that was good because you’re learning about other people who did something amazing in that place.  It still seems like a very popular town, there’s a lot of houses nearby and a school and garage, People who I talked to said they still enjoyed living there, and they wouldn’t leave.  I rather enjoyed my trip to Blaenafon, I found out things I didn’t know before, I got to see some amazing buildings and talk to people who knew a lot more than I did.  It’s amazing going there to see these things for yourself, because it makes you imagine what it would be like to be living there all those years and experiencing what the families went through, it’s nice to see so many people still talk so highly about the place and how open they were about Blaenafon.
It’s good to walk passed buildings of people who use to work in the ironworks and see how they lived and what it looked like, you don’t expect to see people who use to work in the ironworks many years ago houses still standing.  Even though I only saw one house from the past, it was amazing.  I was amazed at how well the house was standing, after all those years it was still standing, it was falling apart but it still had that house shape to it, so you can make out how big it was or what it may have looked like. I like seeing those types of things again it gives you a feel of what they did or what they made a family in. some people did complain about there not being enough shops, which is true some people expect to have clothes, food etc shops in their town, instead of having to leave the town but, not many people that I saw live around that area, or people don’t want to open a store there which I think is sad, they would have a successful business as it is quite popular regarding schools and other business requires.   It’s also nice to see people are still trying to make a living by what they are doing, there was a very small café that seemed quite well known and there was one shop that had so many different things like books, toys etc.  They seemed like old books, but they were still selling which I was surprised about.  They were old buildings, so you know they have been around for many years and haven’t had any sort of touch up, the ladies there said they’ve been there for 20 years which amazed me, they are still making a living and still doing what they enjoy.  All the shops were very old, the only shops I noticed that was very new was the co-op, café and the chippy, but all the other building were very old which made it more historical.  It’s amazing how much one town can teach you about so many different things, you think you know a lot about coal mining and then you come to Blaenafon and it completely changes your mind, it’s amazing how much they still have of the past and how well they are doing to make sure it stays well known, especially the museum they have amazing pieces of the past, things you wouldn’t know even existed. 
Museum of Blaenafon
[image: ]While visiting Blaenafon we went to a museum close by, the people who worked there had a lot of knowledge of blaenafon and about the coil mining.  The museum was filled with loads of photos, objects and information on blaenafon, they had different posters telling everyone about how Blaenafon was back in the day and they had objects that people used or use to wear.  These people who worked in Blaenafon they had relatives that worked in coil mine, so they knew a lot about the history of Blaenafon and what people had to do back in the day to earn money.  
This was the Museum, you can tell by the look of it that it holds a lot of history.  Inside everything was well put together, they made it easy to understand the history they made it easy to find different information or object you may be wanting to see.   In this museum they have 1 room full of object to do with one person, they have photos of this and information telling you who they are and what they did.  On each object they have a paper telling you what is was used for.  They have a cinema room, with a big screen and loads of chairs, I’m not sure as what they show , but it may be something about the history, they also have a show room and one of the men who was working there told us a story about how he took his first love there, that’s how much history the place has and how long those people have been living there for.  The museum is very popular, a lot of people go there when they visit they said they always have people In and out on a daily, which is why the museum is still running because it’s so popular.  There is an upstairs and downstairs to the museum so there is a lot to look through and explore, they do give you a tour around the place and talk about the history while walking around, they’ll tell you where shops use to be and what’s there now. 
While walking round Blaenafon I found out some interesting things like a man who used to work in the Coalmine was buried in that church with his wife in the same grave, which I wasn’t expecting and the man who ran the coal mine years ago used to live in this massive house, and while exploring Blaenafon we walked passed it and it’s falling to pieces but a large amount of the house is still standing, that’s a big part of history in Blaenafon because you get to see for yourself the house this man use to live in and how much history It holds, there’s still a lot of the house left surprisingly It’s been standing for years which makes it 10x interesting.  People who worked at the museum knew someone who lived there and worked the way others did in the past, so they knew a lot more than anyone who was visiting.  They were quite happy to talk about it and went into detail about that person they knew and how the coped and worked in the mine, even doing the tour they went into much detail about everything we went passed and answered any questions will full answers.  It was nice to see people was embracing and being proud of their past, and helping others when they could, they didn’t hesitate to hold back any information.  It was enjoyable to hear these things from different views in different people’s lives. 
Negative and positive
Throughout this assignment I asked people in Blaenafon what they liked and disliked about Blaenafon.  One of the Negatives about Blaenafon was that there isn’t a lot of shops about, you must go out of town to go and buy clothes or large amount of foods.  There isn’t any clothe shops in Blaenafon from what I could see, and there’s only a co-op which doesn’t sell a large amount of food people would buy.  Another negative is that the café is small, if a lot of people was to be in there it would get cramped rather quickly.  A positive about Blaenafon is the event the hold, people said they held events around Christmas time and any other time.  A positive is that everyone pretty much knows each other in Blaenafon because it’s such a small town.  A positive is the museum, everybody loves the museum you can tell they’ve put so much work and money into keeping the history around as much as they could, and they enjoy talking about it with visitors.  A negative is some visitors, while I was asking these questions as few people said that they don’t think the visitors take the place seriously.  Another negative thing about Blaenafon is that they have a lot of empty shops standing all boarded up, that’s not something people would expect to see but there isn’t a lot of people living in Blaenfon or people that live there don’t necessary want to run a shop. A positive for me is that people are still running the same shop for over 10 years, they are still making a good business out of it and enjoying what they do. 
So many shops in Blaenafon have closed, so they are just standing empty buildings quite a few of them.  There aren’t many shops at all left there, only 1 or 2 food shops and the rest you must leave town to get.  People was saying they’d like to see more shops open, which would make a big difference, it would attract a lot more people there either to live or visit.  While exploring Blaenafon, you notice that it’s not very busy in a way of people walking and exploring.  There were people in the shop, but you never really saw anyone walking about.
Blaenafon is known for its history, without the history the place might not be as popular as it is.  People lived there while their husbands worked in Ironworks or Big Pit, some of those women who moved there because of that reason still do live there to this day.  People fell in love with the place and all the history and memories that was created there, some people said that they would never leave, because they love it that much.  Everyone in that town know someone who was in the ironworks or big pit and that’s amazing because they got to understand in my depth about how people’s lives down in the mine.  It’s good to have someone you know who has experienced those things because they can tell you a lot more information that the website could.  
Big Pit in Blaenafon is the most popular place, because it holds so much history as they have the coal mine people use to work in and you can experience that by going down into the coal mine yourself.  It’s a popular place to do work on for schools or colleges because it teaches people about how life use to be before everything changed.  Before we had technology or before we had heating and all these other things, people back in the day never use to have mobile phones or heating.  They had to work for it, men had to work day and night to earn money for their families, they had to work in any weather condition down in the mine,  working in a coal mine was the hardest job anyone could do because all the pollution and dust in the air got affect you if you breath it in, you didn’t get to see daylight much unless you finished.  Some people would die because they hadn’t eaten or because their lungs, it’s sad the way people use to make a living and how that’s all changed now.  Everything has become much easier and no one really understands the way they had to live, unless they went and looked themselves and read the history.
Some children also had to do coal mining, seems as they are much younger and smaller they were more as risk than the older people who worked there. Anyone who could worked down in the mines, they had loads of people working down there day and night, they even had horses down there moving the carts from one end to other, even animals would die from moving heavy cards back and forth and not eating or being outside enough.  Horses was always put to work because they were always needing to move carts.  So multiple people and animals suffered daily which is sad to even think about, because no one understands the struggle. 
Conclusion
Over all I think this assignment has helped me understand a lot more even though I knew quite a bit about it.  Researching these types of things makes you more involved with it, you get into such a good mind set and you just start researching more and more into it.  I think people should experience and learn a lot more about Blaenfon because it has such great history that people are more than happy to talk about and proud to be able to talk about their town to people who don’t understand, I think it should be given more credit and people should defiantly do more work about it and visit it a lot more.  I think it would help them a lot, especially with big pit because you get to explore the underground coal mine where people worked which I think is amazing thing to do, it puts people in the mind set of knowing how they coped and the darkness they had to face working down there.  
I think it’s very beneficial for younger kids who didn’t know about coal mining or don’t know the full extent about it.  I need to be put out in the world more, so a lot more people can hear about it and see for themselves how amazing the place is, but overall, I think Blaenafon is an amazing place that doesn’t get enough credit for the history they all share.  They need to have more people go and ask them about Blaenafon and teach them and help them understand how life was before technology and other things took over, because I fully didn’t understand until I went there and saw for myself and listened to them tell me about Blaenafon and seeing all the research on the place, you find a lot about it on the internet but they need to be credited by showing other people around and showing people the things coal miners used.
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