Global Perspectives in Education- Kenya.
Education affects people all over the world and its affects can differ depending on where you live. According to Global Citizen (2016) education is poor in parts of the world due to reasons such as war, poverty and gender inequality. Sixty-one million children are not in school today. Education is vital for an individual to thrive to reach their full potential. “Education is an investment essential to empowering individuals to reach their full potential and to make their own positive impact on the world” (Borgen Project, 2018). A child without a good education lacks the aspirations to have hopes and dreams for a successful future. The skills we learn by being in school are not just academic but also include social, emotional, and valuable life skills that prepare us for our future. This essay will critically evaluate the education system in Kenya. “Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world." — Nelson Mandela (The Borgen Project, 2018). Davies (2016) reported the changes Kenya faced when being colonized by Europeans. Communities were forced into a more civilized lifestyle. During imperialism, the people of Kenya were forced to follow European policies. Waititu (2020) states that in 1920 Kenya was made a British colony. Kenya did not become independent until 1963 and became part of the commonwealth in 1964. “Colonialism affected Kenya politically, socially and economically” (Davies, 2016). According to The Guardian (2022) when Kenya was made a British Colony Africans were forced to convert to Christianity. The colonial administration aimed to train the population in practical skills for them to provide cheap labour to the government. The goal of education during this time was to provide individuals with skills to develop the colony's economy. The system segregated Africans from developing academic skills in education and they were even separated racially to limit their access to higher education. Africans made a stand and opened their own independent schools that integrated their cultural values into Christianity. The impact of this was successful in exposing the disapproval with the colonial education and encouraged the reform in the sector. 
Hicks (2012) devised the sustainable school's sustainable futures resource which discusses how the colonized were made to feel inferior which led to wars against colonializing powers. Hicks suggests that by the 1960s generations began to question that if the government could cause problems and not help resolves global issues, it was down to people power to question the existing global issues. With the success of independence reform for education would happen in new government policies. Save the children (2022) describes the progress Kenya has made in ensuring children have rights. Kenya accepted the United Nations on the rights of the child (UNCRC) in 1990. Kenya Law reports (2010) examines the constitution of Kenya in 2010. Within the constitution it states that every person has the right to an education, a high standard of health, suitable housing, clean water and to be free from hunger. According to Meisner (2009) Liberalism aims to protect freedom by reducing political power, through fair elections and allowing citizens to have power in deciding who rules and what rules they follow. Liberals believe that the building block for a great political system is the wellbeing of the individual. Chau (2009) explains how liberalism places individuals at the center of society and the role of society is to allow individuals to reach their full potential by giving them as much liberty as possible. As Kenya is now governed by the constitution, development of this brought change to the country, encouraging liberalism. 
Education for all children (EFAC) (no date) addresses the global education gaps. They discovered that the greatest challenge in Kenya's education system was secondary and higher education because free education ends after the age of 13. “Only 50% of primary school graduates will continue onto high school” (EFAC, no date). The Africa Charter on the Rights of the child (ACRWC) was developed in 1990, according to Ekunday (2015) it shares the same principles as the convention on the rights of the child (CRC). Although these charters are similar in ways the ACRWC is important because it brings consideration to issues within Africa itself, such as, child soldiers and girls being disadvantaged. The only criticism is that it is not yet well known to children. Kenya aimed to achieve education for all by 2015. Wanjohi (2013) explains that even though the government has made efforts towards Education for all (EFA) there are still challenges, including poverty levels and the quality of teaching. Wankohi (2013) suggested one of the issues affecting education is the supply of teachers and the quality of their teaching. With the ratio of teacher to pupils in each class remaining high and the supply of quality teachers being low the government would need to employ additional teachers with sound knowledge to reduce the number of pupils in each class by increasing the number of classes within each school. The motivation for teachers is affected by low salaries and working conditions. UNESCO (2016) reports that within the finance agenda a policy paper identified teacher shortages in a global monitoring report. There are limited opportunities for professional development within the teaching profession and no performance related pay increases, unlike other countries which provide numerous opportunities for teachers. UNICEF (no date) states that the lack of resources available for the poorest children is a learning catastrophe as schools fail to maintain quality education. According to The Guardian (2022) poverty rates in Kenya remained high and this had proved a barrier to education for many families. In the late 1990’s the government introduced two systems of free primary education which promoted equality and opportunities for all children. However, with the economy decline the government could no longer fund education and inequality was once again seen in the education system as only those whose families could afford to contribute would attend school. One of the barriers in achieving education for all is funding. It is alarming to think that a child’s future depends on their family's financial status. According to UNICEF (no date) the government allocated a budget for education to implement the reform. Issues such as large classes and poor teaching have a negative effect on children's learning, some classes have as many as seventy-seven children with only one teacher. Poverty is “the condition of being extremely poor” (Cambridge Dictionary, 2022). UNESCO (2010) reported that families often must choose between feeding their children or sending them to school. UNICEF (no date) states that as part of the UNCRC children have a right to education.
“Article 28, primary education must be free and different forms of secondary education must be available to every child. Discipline in schools must respect children’s dignity and their rights. Richer countries must help poorer countries achieve this”. UNICEF (no date).
Some of the population in Kenya live a nomadic lifestyle, part of this lifestyle involves moving from place to place to look for pastures and water. These children become marginalized because their way of living has a significant impact on schooling for children born into the Nomadic community. According to Save the children (no date) Kenya is part of the UNCRC but resources are scarce, which provides barriers to the implementation of the rights. They are required to increase budgets to meet the needs of the population. According to UNESCO (2010) the implementation of the Nomadic policy published in 2008 introduced mobile schools in Kenya. This enables the teacher to move with the families to educate the children. Teachers are often made to choose between families if they decide to separate, they will go with the family with the most children. Since the introduction of this policy, 11 thousand more students have been educated in Kenya, however marginalization still exists for some children. UNESCO (2010) emphasizes the lack of financial support the schools receive from the government and suggests that only when the government targets the marginalization of children will the world be one step closer to achieving education for all. According to Walingo (2006) agriculture skills were favored to reduce poverty. Although agricultural skills are important there is a need for good academic skills also. Low attainment has a negative effect on development and even more so in the current situation where technology is developing fast. Human capital will decrease for populations that do not learn the skills to function in a society that has changed. Radovanovic (2020) discusses that a target of the SDGs is to increase digital literacy. “Obtaining digital skills is a form of human digital capital and is of crucial relevance for life-long learning, opportunities, and improved livelihoods and sustainable development” (Radovanovic, 2020). 
Although Walingo (2006) found that education is the basis for developing skills needed to perform economic activities which sustain the environment and reduce poverty. Poverty is identified as one of the issues that affects education and reducing poverty is a worldwide ambition. Maslow's hierarchy of needs suggests that until a person has their basic needs met, such as food and water they cannot move on to achieve their full potential. McLeod (2007) describes his theory, stating the most basic need being what a human requires to survive. Some of the children living in Kenya lack food and water and a good night sleep. According to Maslow, until these needs are met children will be unable to learn. Yet children of Kenya often survive on little food and sleep but still venture out on the long and dangerous walk to school. Free Documentary (2015) demonstrates the difficulties Kenyan children face when walking to schools. They are so widespread that most must walk across the Savannah to get there, they pass wild animals, and the journey is so long that they get hungry and thirsty. Children are often needed to watch the cattle at night, so are tired when they arrive at school. In Kenya many families rely on livestock to help feed and provide for their families, livestock comes before education because it is a means of survival, education is seen a luxury or bonus. 
Another significant barrier to global education is gender inequality. UNESCO (no date) believes that gender discrimination is a violation of human rights and provides a barrier to accomplishing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. According to free documentary (2015) boys were fed before the girls, and the girls were often left with scraps if they were lucky. Fenell and Arnot (2008) discuss gender equality within education and promoting gender equality proves more difficult in poorer nations. According to the Burgen project (no date) the reality in Kenya is that male privilege remains. In rural Kenya almost half of girls are married by the age of 19. The project believes that traditions need to be challenged. Kenyan traditions are that women bare children and stay to look after the home, resulting in boys attending school and girls staying home. Whilst there has been an increase in the number of girls accessing primary education, the likely hood of those girls accessing secondary education is almost unheard of. There is a link between education and employment, therefor it is crucial that regardless of your gender everyone gets the same opportunities. “There has been strong movement worldwide towards greater gender parity, but country progress has been uneven” (Education for all, no date). The contribution that women can make to society is equal to men when given the same opportunities. “Girls’ education has been proven to be one of the most beneficial strategies to enhance development and economic growth” (Burgen project, no date). 
No one can change the environment Kenyans live in, for example, the wild animals. They will always be there, however the key question is why schools aren't situated where children would not have to make these long and dangerous journeys to school. Funding for transportation to and from school to ensure children’s safety. The question remains why educational budgets do not provide these vital resources for children to access education. Accessing education does not only provide academic skills but allows for social interaction. According to McLeod (2020) Vygotsky’s social learning theory suggests that the environment influences how a child thinks and what they think about. If this is true, then children that do not attend school or only attend school until they are 13, will be influenced mostly by their home environment and the people who live with them. There would be no opportunity to broaden those influential experiences. Africa does not have access to quality education and has one of the highest percentage of children not in school. If your social circle remains only of those within your family then your social experiences are going to be extremely limited.
The education system in Kenya has improved in recent years with the introduction of mobile schools for Nordic communities. Boarding schools bridge the gap for transition between mobile schools and normal schooling. This has increased the number of children accessing education in Kenya. Although Kenyan policy should follow the same principles as international policies, the people of Kenya are faced with many different challenges that are exclusive to them, for example, livestock governing their lives. In this instance the need to move around to keep their livestock healthy determines where they live and how long they stay there. These families often keep their children at home with them, this reduces their children’s options for the future and the cycle of poverty continues for another generation. The United Nations (no date) discusses the importance of education in society. Educating children expands opportunities and skills in order to build equitable and healthy societies. The aim of education for all is to remove global barriers to education and provide a universal education. Developing alternative opportunities to overcome the barriers presented in developing countries is not an easy task but equally these barriers need to be addressed to create an education that is inclusive. “Women and girls still have the least access to education and training, and specific policies are urgently needed to address these challenges” (United Nations, no date). Poverty and gender are both factors that contribute to dropout rates. Poverty will always exist when education systems are not effective and lack funding. According to the Borgen Project (no date) the lack of educational skills causes poverty in generations. Until education is made available for all, poverty around the world will continue. In theory Kenya has effective policies in place, although there is a need for the implementation of these to be as effective. More financial support is needed for schools to function correctly, to employ more teachers which will reduce class sizes and increased support as well as the need for resources to support learning. K12 Academics (2022) suggests the government in Kenya is reluctant to invest in educational institutions in marginalized areas and notes a severe shortage of teachers. 
Goal 4 of the suitability agenda is to “ensure inclusive and equitable education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all” (United Nations, 2016). The finance agenda concluded that the “Lack of finance is one of the main constraints explaining why core EFA targets were not achieved” (UNESCO, 2016). By achieving education for all there will be a global increase in education outcomes and health care. The United Nations (2020) take the COVID 19 pandemic as an example of how integrated societies are all over the world. The public health of one country can easily impact the public health of another, as the world experienced in the recent global pandemic. Unfortunately, sometimes, unless issues affect people or places directly then that community does not comment or provide solutions to the issues. “The public health in one country can only be as strong as it is in the weakest country” (United Nations, 2020). Aims for the future towards the eradication of poverty should include partnerships, correct allocation of funding and investments in people and education. Instead of rich countries taking vaccines and keeping them all for their own society, more should have been done to ensure the worldwide availability of all countries, regardless of their financial situation. Hicks (2012) argues that the best way forwards would be to move from an unsustainable way of living to a sustainable society which meets the needs of all. Rather than focusing on one challenge, such as global poverty. Poor countries disagreed with the solutions suggested by rich countries. They want help to abolish poverty. The United Nations (no date) believes poverty can be abolished by national policies being put into action. The United Nations have an integral role in promoting international development. The 2030 agenda for sustainable development states that “We are determined to end poverty and hunger in all their forms and dimensions and to ensure that all human beings can fulfil their potential in dignity and equality and in a healthy environment” (United Nations, 2016). According to the Burgen project (no date) there is much to celebrate with regards to global poverty. In recent years many countries took on the United Nations sustainable development goals (SDGs). Since then, the percentage of people living in extreme poverty fell below ten percent. The key target of the SDGs is to further increase the accomplishments and end extreme poverty by 2030. However not everyone believes this is achievable, Mubecua and David (2019) state that when you take into consideration the current economic outlook of Kenya, eradicating poverty is not achievable by 2030. Poverty and unemployment rates are still high. “The study recommends that cooperation between government, civil society, and the private sector needs to be drastically improved and promptly to meet the poverty eradication goal by 2030” (Mubecua and David, 2019).
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