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Summary  

 

For my project I will be looking into Thomas Aquinas’ religious theology and philosophy on 

love. The question I will be asking myself for the essay will be ‘how did Saint Thomas 

Aquinas see love in both a religious sense and love between two persons.’ 

Due to the subject of my essay, I will have to include Aquinas’ ideas and concepts on 

marriage, sex and women. This could be an interesting aspect to research as Aquinas’ 

religion will play a fundamental part in his opinion.  

The essays theme is love; therefore, I will be focusing on St Thomas Aquinas’ chapter eleven 

on love (page 252) in his Philosophical Texts. I will also be analyzing Aquinas’ Summa 

Theologiae Volume 19: Emotions, in which he discusses the subject of love sixteen different 

articles. These books will assist me in my assignment, as it is a primary source that was a 

directly translated first person account which was written firsthand. These novels will 

enlighten me on what Thomas Aquinas ideologies of love.  

Moreover, to elaborate the subject, I will be further investigating other ideas and concepts 

that can either support or oppose Aquinas’ methods. The four main loves that Thomas talks 

about is our love for God, God’s love for us, natural love, sensitive love and intellectual love. 

This means I would have to base my essay heavily on the religious beliefs of Aquinas. His 

religious background influenced his ideas and methods about love which is present in a 

variety of his work.  
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