Philip of Macedon and Athens
Philips attitude to the Athenians was generally one of avoidance and he attempted to refrain from direct confrontation always trying to keep the peace even when taking Amphipolis and going to war with Athens it was more nominal than a scale conflict with Athens acting in a supportive role to the cities of the Chalcidice, Olynthus being an example of this. Confronted with a growing Macedonian presence the Athenian Assembly split was split into pro-Macedonian and Anti Macedonian factions lead by Aeschnies and Demosthenes respectively with members of both groups being a part of the embassies sent to Philip.
Philip used this scenario to his advantage, by delaying his response to the second embassy until he was close to mainland Greece he all but forced the peace of Philocrates as he had the upper hand and could easily take the pass at Thermopylae supported by Thessaly and at this time Thebes. Demosthenes in most of his works found ways to slander Philip and rile the Athenians to action against the Macedonians.[footnoteRef:1] Demosthenes brings attention to the Peloponnesian wars and the Spartan Hegemony in his third philippic to present Philip as committing worse crimes than that of the Athenians of old and the Spartans. [footnoteRef:2] By using this as a comparative he brings up both a responsibility of the Athenians to do what he considers to be right and also reminds them of Athenian actions to rise up against Sparta’s Hegemony playing on both pride and shame to an extent. [1:  Dem. 9.1-5]  [2:  Dem. 9 25-26] 

Despite this Philip himself attempted and succeeded in the most part to avoiding direct conflict with the Athenians by out manoeuvring them politically as well as maintaining an encroaching military presence to the extent that by the time the Athenians had gathered allies to attack the Macedonians they were well prepared to repulse such an assault. Because of this Macedonia had developed from a neighbour that was recognised as outside the Greek world to becoming a dominating force in Greece, being accepted as Hellenic as well as being provided a membership to the Amphictyonic council. All this manoeuvring allowed Philip to establish a Macedonian Hegemony in the Greek polis by nature of his influence with both his allies and enemies, relying largely on politicking rather than the strength of his armies which played no small part in his rise to power.
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