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Introduction

The following academic report is written with the main purpose of looking into the importance of research skills and references skills for higher education students. Considering this, the report will first discuss what the research skills as well as what the referencing skills are and then the following section will discuss the importance of the two types of skills for the students, especially the higher education students. To make sure that information of high validity and reliability will be included using good resources. 

Research Skills & Referencing Skills

A person's ability to locate and evaluate useful information on a particular subject is referred to as their research skills. Investigating, conducting critical analysis, and formulating hypotheses or solutions to a particular problem are all examples of these skills. Employees in all positions can benefit from having research skills, which are valued by employers in a variety of industries (Edwards, 2016). Because they are directly related to your capacity to gain insight and inspire action in both yourself and others, having these skills is essential for career advancement. The ability to research is based on the ability to find, extract, organize, evaluate, and use or present relevant information is known as investigative skills. A special type of research is academic research. The process of conducting thorough and methodical research on a subject. It usually answers a specific research question or hypothesis and involves extensive research, investigation, and critical analysis. It also usually requires a lot of reading material. The ability to speak authoritatively about a topic in question is the goal of all scientific research. Many of the lecturers are researchers in their specialized fields. The aim of cutting-edge scientific research is to make new contributions to this topic. However, at the undergraduate level, you are typically expected to start by reading about other people's ideas and contributions. 

Moving on to the referencing skills, these are directly related to the information used (referred to) in the written work is called reference. It's helpful to show readers how you've developed your own ideas and arguments using other people's work. Whether you're quoting directly from a book, summarizing an idea from a magazine article, making a point with a photo, or paraphrasing an opinion from a newspaper article, you should give credit to the original author of the work. Citing reputable authors and organizations in your essay or research shows that your research is credible, and evidence based. It's also important to show that the ideas and conclusions weren't made in your head but are based on previous research. Your idea is of course valid. However, it is important to show how and why you arrived at your conclusions. By referencing, other people, especially the examiner, will know how much research has gone into your research. Read and understand a variety of things, including academic writing It is good to show When writing an essay or research paper, you need to make sure all your data comes from multiple sources. To produce comprehensive and critical work, you need to compare different sources of information to develop a broad perspective on your chosen topic. Using the correct quotes will tell you when you did this. 
Importance of Research Skills & Referencing Skills for Students

Starting with the importance of the research skills, it is important to mention that in almost every activity we engage in, the ability to search is useful, but this is especially true in the workplace. If you can demonstrate that you have research knowledge that will benefit their business, employers are more likely to want to hire you and pay you more. Undoubtedly, research skills are extremely important for several reasons, including the ability to write reports, observe competitors, create new products, recognize customer needs, continuously absorb new technology and increase the productivity of work. Company (Burns, 2017). A company can also save a lot of money by doing research before investing to see if it's worth it. Some reasons that demonstrate the importance of the research skills include the following: 

Research effect: The main aim of the research is to delve deeper into the topic to produce something useful, both for general use and for use in that subfield. When conducting research, you should always maintain a high level of quality so that the information you obtain can be applied to specific policies and any impact on future projects.

Objectives of the study: If you challenge your expertise and skills, undertaking a research project is sure to be both challenging and rewarding. You can take this opportunity to do in-depth or in-depth original research on any topic that interests you. The main objective of the goals is to expand our knowledge and provide the best possible solutions to certain global problems.

Research method iterative: Repetition is one of the keys to successful research. Research usually continues for a long time. It may take a while for you to find the results you want, but in the end, you will get what you want. While searching, you will always notice one thing. Most of the time, these questions lead to new ideas, changes, and improvements. In turn, each of them will significantly improve the efficiency and usefulness of the data in the research process (Kim, 2012). 

Moving over to the referencing skills and their importance, it is essential to mention that it is an important part of academic work is citing other sources. It recognizes the work of others, demonstrates the breadth and depth of your research, and puts your work in context. When you use other people's ideas, you must always give credit (Soenen, 2015). You can acknowledge the contributions of other authors and researchers to your work by citing them. Citations should be included in any scholarly exercise based on the thoughts, research, or words of other authors. Attribution to authors from whom you have borrowed ideas and words can also be done by reference (Davis & Williams, 2017). You acknowledge and respect the intellectual property rights of a particular researcher by citing their work. You can use any of the millions of insights, ideas, and arguments posted by other writers, many of whom have researched and written for years, as students or scholar (Neville, 2016). Just acknowledge their contribution to your mission. Some of the other reasons why it is important include the following:
· It helps reducing the risk of plagiarism.
· It helps adding authenticity to the work you complete.
· Allow readers to locate the original sources of the work that has been researched. 
Conclusion
Overall, both research skills and referencing skills are very important for the higher education students in order to make sure that the academic work completed for the course they undertake. 
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