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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. 

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:

In modern society Policing is a victim-led service, There is an expectation for Police to support victims of crime by responding to calls, providing the support they need, and keep them informed. It has become particularly important for police to recognize vulnerable people, whether or not they are victims of crime, they must be recognized early on. The majority of people who come into contact with police can be described as vulnerable people in one way or another, victims, offenders, witnesses, bystanders are often exposed to social conflict and the attempts by police officers to restore it which can make an individual vulnerable in itself. Police forces across England and Wales define “Vulnerability” in different ways however the College of Policing and South Wales Police define Vulnerability as: 

“a person is vulnerable if, as a result of their situation or circumstances, they are unable to take care of or protect themselves or others from harm or exploitation” (CoP, 2021).
 
The definition of a vulnerable victim is within the victim's code and based upon the criteria of sections 16 and 17 of the Youth Justice and Criminal Evidence Act 1999 (CPS, 2021). The Victims Code is a government document that sets out the support and information victims of crime in England and Wales are entitled to receive from the criminal justice agencies, it is a guide for victims to understand what they should expect from the police (MoJ, 2023). Under the victims' code of practice, a victim is categorised as a vulnerable victim if they were under 18 at the time of the offense, suffering from a mental disorder, have significant impairment of social functioning or intelligence, suffer from a disability or physical disorder, A victim may be categorized as vulnerable or intimidated if they are a victim of serious crime (MoJ, 2023). This assignment is based on vulnerability and risk, during this assignment, I will discuss an incident I attended where I played a significant role with a victim. secondly, I will discuss how the police support victims and how they contribute to preventing repeat victimization.
 
I will start by summarising the incident, whilst I was on duty a victim attended the police station to report her partner for several incidents of sexual and domestic violence, harassment, stalking, and criminal damage. The victim is known to the Police for previously reporting domestic violence but later withdrawing. The victim had recently fled the relationship and was advised by WOMENSAID to report the incidents to the police. The victim is a single mother of three young children, she suffers from Post-traumatic stress disorder(PTSD), Anxiety, depression, and learning difficulties. The victim requested to speak to a female officer due to having a  fear of men since her relationship with her ex-partner. Following a lengthy investigation into the matters I arrested the ex-partner for ACTUAL BODILY HARM (ABH), SEXUAL ASSAULT, CRIMINAL DAMAGE, and stalking and harassment with fear of violence. MICHAEL has since been charged with these offenses and is awaiting trial at Crown court.
 
Domestic abuse is classed as a hidden crime that is often not reported, police data provides a partial picture of the level of domestic violence in England and Wales. Over recent years there has been a push towards prioritising victims of domestic violence by improving the way Police deal with incidents, as well as increasing and improving the amount of support there is for victims and encouraging them to report. According to the Office of National Statistics In 2022 1,500,369 domestic-related abuse incidents were reported to police showing a 7.7% increase in domestic violence incidents since 2020, the officer of National Statistics believes this increase could be the result of public confidence in the police's ability to support and deal with domestic violence.
 
Initially, when attending or dealing with a domestic incident involving a vulnerable victim the first step is to ensure the victim is safeguarded and all parties separated, secondly, to build a rapport with the victim, listen, reassure them, and understand the dynamics of the incident/abuse they are going through, it is vital as an officer to speak clearly and ensure you explain everything to the victim, building a rapport helps establish which communication method works best for that particular victim (CoP, 2022), in regards to the incident the victim found it difficult to disclose information, it was important to build a rapport,  gain trust, and explain clearly in simple terms to ensure she understood. Whilst dealing with a call of domestic violence officers must provide support for the victim whilst gathering all relevant evidence such as taking statements and details. Officers are trained to identify vulnerabilities early on to provide appropriate support to the victim. Victims of domestic violence and sexual assault are vulnerable therefore given the opportunity to provide a statement using Achieving Best Evidence video statement (ABE). Police use ABE statements for victims of serious crimes, it promotes a strong victim-centred and trauma-informed approach, victims of sexual assault, or any case where the victim knows the offender or may be suffering from fear or distress(NPCC, 2022).
 
To provide the correct support to victims of domestic abuse officers complete a Domestic abuse, stalking, harassment, and honor-based violence assessment (DASH). This assessment is completed upon initial attendance which determines the level of risk ranging from low to high (CoP, 2022). Upon returning to the police station officers complete the relevant paperwork which gets shared by using the multi-agency safeguarding Hub(MASH), MASH includes local authorities such as children and adult services, police, health, and probation, MASH is where agencies come together to share information, conduct joint decisions and co-ordinate interventions to intervene early and prevent further problems for that vulnerable child or adult (HomeOffice, 2014), In regards to the victim in this incident information was shared with health, adult and children services to ensure the safety of her and her three children. MASH ensures information is shared with relevant agencies who can intervene, and provide the correct support to prevent and help victims suffering further abuse, despite this there is room for improvement in regards to information sharing. 
 
To ensure victims receive support South Wales police use the independent charity Victim focus. Victim focus supports victims of crimes and victims of traumatic incidents by providing personalised support and help them manage after an incident, victim focus provides advice and guidance to victims and informs them of the rights they have as a victim to ensure that they are being heard by the police and government (HM GOVERNMENT, 2018). According to the victim support survey between 2021 and 2022, Victim Focus offered support and information to 786,574 victims with 184,000 receiving tailored support, a total of 80% of victims supported by Victim Focus stated they felt better able to cope and 79% stated they felt their wellbeing improved (Fawcett, 2022). Victim Focus contributes to increasing public confidence in police which in turn increases the number of reports and prevents repeat victimisation.
 
For incidents of sexual assault south Wales police work closely with the sexual assault referral centre (SARC). The SARC has been produced as a partnership working scheme between the police and health services. It enables the development of evidence-based interventions that address the health and mental health of victims affected by sexual abuse, domestic violence, rape, and sexual assaults. The SARC is a safe place where victims of sexual assault can receive medical care, counselling and be provided with the opportunity to assist the police investigation (Goggins & Winterton, 2006). Officers refer and take victims of recent sexual assault to a center for an assessment and examination, the victim will then receive the support they need and provide as much evidence as they can, this allows the victim to receive the service promised to them, allow them to feel safe and avoid further humiliation, with intentions of  decreasing the negative effects an incident may have in the future (O'Doherty, et al., 2022). Victims of serious crime are at higher risk of re-victimisation due to increased vulnerabilities, Organisations such as the SARC positively contribute to preventing this.
 
Victims of crime often experience fear and stress during an investigation and attending court to give evidence, The police and crime prosecution service support vulnerable victims and ensure they remain supportive of an investigation through the use of special measures. Special Measures include the options for intimidated and vulnerable victims to provide video-recorded evidence(ABE), Request the removal of wigs and gowns, and provide evidence in private, (Burton, et al., 2016). A victim of domestic abuse or sexual assault will be automatically eligible for special measures on the grounds of being in fear and distress (Home Office, 2022). Special measures are aimed to encourage the victim who would not otherwise testify to do so, Enabling the victims to give their evidence as effectively as possible, minimizing the stress and trauma of giving evidence, in turn, this increases the chances of a perpetrator being charged and preventing further harm to the victim (Burton, et al., 2016).
 
Police forces in England and Wales work closely with WOMENSAID, WOMENS AID has worked alongside the College of Policing to develop training programs for officers to improve the way the police deal with incidents of domestic violence, WOMENSAID is an organisation for female victims of domestic violence, they offer support, ensure victims are believed and help them understand that the abuse is not their fault, WOMENS AID can provide high-risk victims and children places of refuge to assist them in fleeing their current situation, their main ethos is to help victims feel empowered to flee an abusive relationship and prevent further abuse by supporting them long term (Clark, et al., 2023). WOMENS AID was contacted by the victim for the incident I policed, WOMENS AID supported her and encouraged her to make a report to the Police.
 
South Wales police use the LIVE FEAR FREE HELPINE, a Welsh government helpline that provides advice and support for domestic abuse, sexual abuse, and violence against women, the helpline is staffed twenty-four hours a day (WelshGovernment, 2023). As an officer I carry LIVE FEAR FREE leaflets and cards around with me at all times, when a victim is suffering from domestic violence I provide one of these cards whether they are supportive of an investigation or not, this enables them to have the number if they need it in the future.
 
Repeat victimization tends to be more pronounced in domestic violence as the victim is likely to suffer multiple incidents under similar circumstances (ONS, 2019).To protect victims and prevent them from coming into further harm sections 24 and 33 of the Crime and Security Act 2010 provide the police and court with domestic violence protection orders (DVPOs) and Domestic violence protection notices (DVPNs) (Blackburn & Graca, 2019). DVPNS are emergency non-molestation orders and eviction notices issued by the police following incidents of domestic violence where the offense has not been charged, they offer emergency protection for a victim and have an immediate effect, this allows the victim to safely seek support and time they need to make decisions once a DVPN is served police can make applications to the courts for DVPOs (Kelly, et al., 2018). DVPOs are civil orders made by the courts that prevent a perpetrator from returning to a residence and from having contact with the victim for up to 28 days (HomeOffice, 2022). According to the DVPN policy paper 2022 in 2020 4,468 DVPNs were issued and 6,267 DVPOs were issued across 37 forces in England and Wales (GOV.UK, 2022). Evidence does suggest that DVPOS appear to be most effective in preventing re-victimization when used however DVPNs and DVPOs have been heavily scrutinized in the past due to the fact these orders need the victim's compliance, without compliance these orders are not effective (Roberts, et al., 2020). Roberts et al 2020 state that Police forces across England and Wales are not issuing enough DVPNs and DVPOs and are often forgotten by officers.
 
 
Despite whether or not victims are supportive of police actions, they are often referred to the crime prevention team, the crime prevention team then attend the victim's address, assess the risk, and install panic alarms, CCTV, Ring doorbells and in severe cases panic rooms can be installed, in turn this contributes to preventing further harm,
 
As a whole it is clear to see there has been a large strive towards identifying and supporting vulnerable victims, Victims of domestic violence are extremely vulnerable and likely to experience repeat victimisation. The Police ability to support victims of domestic violence and partnership between organizations has improved however there is room for improvement, the increase in reports of domestic violence correlates with the police improving resources and ability to deal with it. As an officer I believe I dealt with this incident to the best of my capabilities, I ensured the victim's needs were met which helped her gain trust in the police and feel supported through the investigation. 
Word count- 2,152
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Task 2


Choose 1 of these 5 options to answer 

(Note for officers who have an interest in becoming a detective and wish to specialise in this role, you MUST choose option 5)


1. Response Policing.
2. Policing Communities.
3. Road Policing.
4. Information and Intelligence.
5. Conducting Investigations. 


Task 2 Option 2:


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Policing Communities

Criminal justice faces ever more challenges from society. While official figures show a drop in police recorded crime in the UK the distribution of crime shows a more complex pattern with violent crime showing a rise. 

Regarding community policing chose an incident that you have attended that presented a complex issue for the community, and that you played a significant role in providing a response.


	
 Critically evaluate a range of interventions that you have employed to promote community engagement that assisted in resolving the issue. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: Answer: 
Policing was introduced by Sir Robert Peel in 1829, a more intense form of policing branded “real” police work became more apparent after the 1960s when Policing was widely known for perusing criminals, tackling crime, assuming guilt, and being tough on offenders, this style of policing in communities backfired as a result of some officers discriminatory and disproportionate conduct which separated the police from the community which in turn has severely affected the publics confidence in police and the polices ability to police their communities. As a result, 21st-century policing has changed with the police heavily focusing on communities and how to improve and re-establish the relationship between Police and Citizens​ (PALA & BALICIOGLU, 2016)​.  Policing the communities according to SOMMERVILLE 2009 is developing community partnerships and relationships and engaging in problem-solving for the basis for reducing crime and fear of crime​ (Somerville, 2009)​. The Office of National Statistics found in 2023 the overall crime rate decreased by
15% however the rate of violent crime has increased by 20% compared to the year ending 2020​ (ONS, 2023)​. This assignment will be based on policing communities firstly by explaining an incident I have attended during my role as a police officer that presented as a complex issue for the community and secondly critically evaluating the interventions I employed to promote community engagements to assist in resolving the issue.

During my time as a police officer, I have attended several incidents that have had an impact on the community, The Majority of these incidents are the result of a violent crime taking place mainly the result of a crime involving the use of knives. As a first responder, I attended an incident whereby a 15-year-old male had been stabbed several times with a large kitchen knife, the male was still in situ upon our attendance and in critical condition, and all suspects and witnesses had fled the scene. It was soon established that the male had been stabbed by a male of a similar age known to him, from further investigation it was found that the stabbing had taken place during a drug deal between two groups of young males. The defendant later informed officers that he wanted to know how it would feel to stab someone with a knife, the defendant's mother informed officers how her son had previously expressed to her his ideations of wanting to stab someone. The male was arrested for Grievous Bodily Harm and is currently awaiting trial, the victim's wounds were treated and he escaped the ordeal with no repercussions. The area in which I am based is a very tight-knit community with a large population who are anti-police, violent crime is not unusual for this area however due to the fact several young males had been involved this caused a large amount of complex issues in the area, members of the community expressed to myself and other officers that they did not feel safe in the area, and often feared what may happen if they walk around the area alone due to the increase in knife crime. Several members of the community expressed concerns regarding young teenagers getting involved in county lines.

Knife crime is a crime involving an object with a blade or sharp instrument. According to Knife crime statistics published by Parliament, in the year ending March 2023, there were around 50 offences involving a sharp instrument in England and Wales which was 4.7% higher than the previous year​ (Allen, et al., 2023)​. The Ministry of Justice published in 2020 that more than a fifth of knife or offensive weapon recorded crimes in the year 2020 were committed by children with youth sector leaders stating children are living in fear of knife crime which results in them carrying knives themselves​ (Simspon, 2020)​. Simpson 2020 states that an increased amount of children and young adults are being groomed and exploited by organized crime groups to traffic drugs and may carry knives as they are coerced into it, research correlates with this alongside stating the reason for children carrying knives is due to witnessing other children carrying knives and feeling they need to protect themselves, a third reason is a fact that social media, films, and programs are glorifying the gang lifestyle and use of weapons which influences children into thinking they will gain kudos for carrying a knife​ (CPS, 2020)​.

Several interventions have been carried out by myself and the policing teams at my station as a result of this incident, firstly I spoke with the neighbourhood policing team including the police community support officers in an attempt to assist with identifying the youths involved in this incident. Working with the neighbourhood team enabled the ability to create a plan to tackle the rise of knife crime in our area and gather information needed to submit intelligence and focus on certain areas and groups within the community who have become increasingly involved in this type of crime. The area in which I work is very anti-police, however, members of the neighbourhood have a better rapport with the community than the response officers, therefore locals do express concerns and share information with them, allowing us as a team to develop a plan on how to tackle knife crime. Neighbourhood teams engage with the community every day, this incident promoted an increase in focus on knife crime in the area.  Despite this enabling a plan it was difficult to keep in touch with the neighbourhood team due to the difference in shift patterns and lack of information sharing, this incident taught me that the information sharing system such as submitting intelligence is not being used enough by response or neighbourhood officers which then resulted in a lack of information sharing in regards with what was taking place.

Secondly, the use of foot patrols increased, research into targeted foot patrols has found that the public noticed the increased efforts put into engagement and targeted problem-solving to reduce crime which in turn increases public confidence in the police, their perception of crime, and feelings of safety​ (Morris, et al., 2006)​. Discussions with the neighbourhood team enabled all high-crime areas to be highlighted to ensure patrols of the area were consistent. Despite a large amount of individuals in the area being anti-police foot patrols demonstrated clearly that the police were treating this stabbing seriously, from my experience patrolling I found that despite their views majority of the locals within the area were reassured by police presence. Although targeted foot patrols reduced the impact this incident had on the community it was short-lived, I am based in an area where there are high volumes of crime, and response officers are often going from incident to incident with few resources, which leads to the foot patrol strategy being short-lived with more pressing priorities overtaking it. By targeting known high crime areas with foot patrols crime displacement did occur where it became apparent to myself and other officers that crime moved from one place and time to another as a result of our preventative measures, Andersen et al 2014 would argue that crime displacement is non-existent stating that crime in controlled areas becomes more apparent/amplified when high crime areas are targeted and crime reduces​ (Anderson & Malleson, 2014)​. Although the prioritization of foot patrols has decreased, I found that it made a large impact on the community as well as myself in my role as an officer, it allowed me to see all members of the community and see another side to the area and develop a better understanding.

Conducting regular foot patrols enabled officers to conduct regular knife sweeps at the same time, A knife sweep is when officers search for discarded weapons throughout areas where intelligence suggests knives are being kept or discarded​ (CoP, 2021)​. Knife sweeps have been heavily encouraged by Operation scepture introduced in 2020 aims to tackle knife crime, according to the national police chiefs council a total of 9,737 knives have been removed from streets across England and Wales with 1,693 persons arrested between the 15th and the 21st of May 2023​ (NCPCC, 2023)​ knife sweeps are usually conducted by a large group however following this incident it was agreed that officer complete brief knife sweeps whilst on foot patrol, I seized a total of three knives by conducting this. By conducting knife sweeps officers become increasingly open to unintended community harm due to how it may portray to the community, therefore despite it being effective, it is important to assess the appropriateness of carrying out a knife sweep in an area before completing. As an officer, I found that conducting knife sweeps was not carried out to his full potential and therefore did not have the impact that was originally intended. As well as knife sweeps, the use of knife amnesty bins are now being used in the area. Knife amnesty bins are a place where owners and carriers of knives may dispose of them safely and legally​ (HomeOffice, 2023)​ from speaking with locals it was found that many were unaware of amnesty bins and thought they may be a trap, however, I and other officers have worked towards increasing its awareness, informing of where they are located and the process of how they work. Despite the encouragement by police and the government to use amnesty bins the youth endowment organization has stated that amnesty bins are unlikely to reduce the availability of knives as they can be easily replaced, and secondly, knife intervention schemes such as amnesty bins and knife sweeps are not addressing the motivations people have for carrying weapons​ (YouthEndowment, 2023)​

Policing areas of high crime often results in the use of stop and search decreasing, however following this incident the use of stop and search by myself and other officers has increased significantly. In June 2023 Home Secretary Suella Braverman urged police to increase the use of stop and search to save lives, this drive has come as a result of data showing more than 100,000 weapons had been seized from streets in England and Wales since 2019 with almost half being seized as a result of stop and search, Braveman stated that the police have her full support to “Ramp up” the use of stop and search​ (Braverman, 2023)​. As an officer I am very weary of my use of stop and searches and will always use my discretion to assess whether or not it is appropriate to carry out, as a result of increasing my use of stop and searches I found that the majority of those being searched were compliant however several attracted the attention of locals, however despite this it showed a proactive police presence in the area. As an officer, I have found that I am more willing to search for people from white ethnic groups rather than black ethnic groups due to the controversy it attracts. Research would argue that the increase in the use of stop and search has little impact on drug and weapon offenses including violent crime, this is largely due to drugs and weapons being easily accessible​ (Braakmann, 2022)​.

To reassure the community following this incident it was important to encourage conversations, educate, and raise awareness of knife crime within the area. By attending schools and speaking to children whilst completing our everyday duties it became apparent that carrying weapons and knives are normalized by the younger generation living in high crime area, majority of the children I spoke with stated it was down to fear whilst it appeared others thought I was “cool”. The Youth Committee parliament report states that in many cases children carry knives as they perceive the threats to their safety which are disproportionate to the risks in their everyday life, indicating that the media reports on knife crime are causing children and adults to feel a heightened sense of threat ​(YouthCommittee, 2020)​. Sunda RAZA from the Children Society agrees with this argument by stating social media and pop culture are factors that motivate young people to carry knives due to “making it look good”​ (Raza, 2019)​. By educating young people within the community, you are ensuring that they are aware of the dangers of carrying knives and allowing them to view it from a different outlook. It is also important that parents are aware of knife crime to ensure early intervention with their children. Speaking with young children in the community made me understand and empathize with the genuine fear they feel because of knife crime. I believe engaging with children and discussing knife crime is what has been most effective when trying to reassure the community following this incident.

It is clear to see from this assignment that knife crime is a serious issue in England and Wales, increasing amounts of children are carrying knives due to fear as well as wanting status. As a result of my community engagement following this incident, I found that there is not enough education being provided to children or parents in regard to knife crime despite operations aiming to do so and that society is not heavily influenced by the media, social media, and television which is increasing fear rather than reducing.
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