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According to (Raisingchildren.net.au, 2020) storytelling is important with babies and children from birth to 4 years as it encourages their brain growth and imagination, as well as the development of language and emotions, and the strengthening of bonds. Storytelling from birth to 7 years encourage a sense of well-being, enjoyment, and relaxation. Increase the willingness of children to share their views and feelings. Improve children’s listening abilities. 
(Agosto, 2014, p.21) states that Storytelling can help children and teachers develop relationships, improve memory recall, boost early literacy development, and encourage creative thinking. Allow children to empathise with people, places, and situations they are unfamiliar with. Discover the contrasts and similarities between cultures all throughout the world. (Shedlock, 1917: 9) suggests that storytelling is nearly the world's oldest art genre, serving as the first intentional form of written communication. 
(Neaum, 2012: 110) says that reading traditional stories to babies offers one of the rich language experiences necessary for language development and acquisition, including a fun and natural interaction with rhyme and language rhythm. According to (Simms,1982, cited in Grainger, 1997: 13) The direct and shared communication of something true about being alive is just what storytelling is. It is not only the narrative that makes it powerful; it's also the combination of a live storyteller, the situation, the sound, and rhythm of the voice, pauses, gesture, facial expressions, and the reaction of the listener.
According to (Nair, 2021) the benefit of digital storytelling is that children develop essential 21st-century literacy skills, children are empowered to be confident communicators and digital developers. To help children improve basic oral, written, and digital skills, or simply to understand content, use digital storytelling. According to (Welsh Government, 2022) Children are now in a more of a technological age and there is more focus with curricula to develop children’s digital skills that practitioners that they are now moving on to looking at digital literacy, so that they are not just looking at the reading and writing. They are also looking at how children manage with devices. Traditional storytelling has its place; however, we need to be preparing children for jobs. (Welsh Government, 2015) states that digital reading helps support children’s speech and language development. Digital storytelling is not really seen in many childcare settings, however according to curricula there should be more of it in settings (Houser, K). 

The digital story of the very hungry caterpillar had onomatopoeia in it. BBC, No Date suggests that onomatopoeia is a term that sounds exactly like its meaning. An onomatopoeia word from the very hungry caterpillar is ‘pop’ when the egg hatches. According to Study.com, 2017, onomatopoeia is important to storytelling as it allows the reader to hear and remember the language can provide excitement, action, and interest. Beyond the actual words on the page, onomatopoeia helps to heighten language. Writers.com, 2021 states that when the storyteller says the word ‘pop’, they are promoting their phenology. The sound of the letter’s ‘pop’, it is phonetic so when children read the story and they might go, that’s pop. They then start reading the story quicker since the storyteller made it mean something (Laing, 2019, p. 175).  
The story that the storyteller has chosen which is called we’re going on a bear hunt traditional story has Rhyme in it. In two or more words, rhyming is the repeating of similar sounds according to TinyToes (2020). (Dr Niamh, No Date) states rhyming is a requirement in formal verse and is common in many styles of writing, especially at the endings of lines. (Moritz, 2012, p. 739) suggests rhyme is important to storytelling as it improve children memory and they are also more likely to remember the exact words, and this helps promote children’s writing skills. (Harper, 2011, p, 65) believes rhyme also strengthens young children’s vocabulary and enables young children to predict words before they are read. (Furay, 2014, p. 355) suggests the development and provision of early literacy skills has conclusively shown that rhythm and rhyme play a vital role. This is since speaking and listening skills are more important than reading and writing in children's early literacy skills. These first two skills form the foundation for the latter, and if implanted strongly and early on, they will result in far stronger ability in the latter. It's hard to be an excellent writer without a strong vocabulary. Similarly, phonics and sight words are hard to learn if you can't tell the difference sounds and rhyming patterns vocally.
In both the traditional and digital story’s, the storyteller asks a lot of questions throughout the story of we’re going on a bear hunt and the very hungry caterpillar. The storyteller questioned a lot during the traditional and digital storytelling, this gives opportunity to promote children’s oracy according to (Welsh Government, 2022). (Welsh Government, 2018) states questioning is Readers use the strategy of questioning to connect with the text. (Church, No Date) suggests when Asking children questions during storytelling is an important way to encourage them to think and to problem solve. It also helps children to develop stronger language and reading skills and it stretches children’s thinking abilities. (Brodin, J. 2020) believes questioning can promote children’s digital literacy skills as it gives them the opportunity to become independent and confident doing digital things, for example going onto the computer to bring up a reading book to read, this gives them the opportunity to learn how to manage electrical devices. The storyteller did well with extending children’s knowledge by asking a range of different questions. 
In the traditional story, the storyteller has changed their voice for characterisation, their voice changes when there’s something exciting happening or when there’s something scary happening. (Jones, 2015, p. 1491, and Theobald, 2015, p. 90) says changing voice for characterisation engages the listener more and helps the listener to picture the characters in the story and makes them have a more enjoyable listening experience, this is important in storytelling. (BBC, No Date) states characterisation is when the storyteller shows or describes what the character is like, and it helps the characters become real for the children. (Boets, 2012, p. 1859) believes changing voice for characterisation helps support children’s language and literacy skills as they are given the opportunity to be creative and be imaginative. The storyteller could have changed their voice for characterisation more than they did, this would make the children have more feel of the characters within the story. The storyteller could change their voice for characterisation in the digital story. 
According to (Quizlet, 2022) Jean Aitchison is a Rupert Murdoch Professor of Language and Communication at the University of Oxford's Faculty of English Language and Literature. She had an idea that "Language has a physiologically structured timetable,". She described three stages in a child's language learning in 1987 which were labelling, packing, and network construction. 
(Camerons Blog, 2017) sates the first stage was labelling which is connecting the sounds of certain words with the objects to which they refer, such as understanding that "pop" refers to the egg hatches. To look at it another way, it's the act of linking a name with something. This links to the digital story of the very hungry caterpillar had onomatopoeia in it, for example ‘pop’ refers to when the egg hatches in the story.  The second stage is packaging which this includes understanding the different meanings of a word. Over and under extension become a major hurdle in the language's development at this stage. This enables to understand the meaning of ‘pop’ in the story (Camerons Blog, 2017). 
(Aitchison, 1992) suggests the third stage is network building which this entails understanding word connections and realising that certain words have opposite meanings. According to Aitchison, there are no specific times when a child reaches a given level of language learning, some children learn faster than others. Jean Aitchison believes that both innate abilities and environment influence learning speed. Since language is mainly taught through copying, parents or family could help speed up the learning process. Baby talking when learning to speak may make it more difficult for the child to learn to speak later. This enables the children to imitate storytelling. 
From birth to 10 years old, a speech schedule was developed. According to Jean Aitcheson’s schedule of speech, at the end of the 12th month, children have learned the pronunciation of single words. During the age of 2 years is when Jean Aitchison suggests that the ability to ask questions and create negatives are both developed. At the age of 5 years, the child can speak in complex structures and tends to make a few mistakes (Quizlet, 2022). This is the process of learning a new language. However, children will change when they reach each stage, but the process of language learning very similar. A child’s language is in place by the end, and they have basic vocabulary of several thousand words. Today, what is now learned is maintained and is becoming increasingly reliant on environment and experiences as well as opportunities to use and hear language for a variety of purposes and listeners in a range of environments (Aitchison, 1992).  
(Cherry, 2022) states Jean Piaget is known for his theory of cognitive development; this is how children develop intellectually.  The theorist says that children need to learn. Children learn through having more hands-on experiences and they learn through building on their previous experiences. Children change the way that think as they grow older. Children like to be more active learners rather than passive. As children get older, they learn more and develop their thinking in 4 stages. 
(Boden, 1979) says in Piaget's theory of cognitive development, the sensorimotor stage is the first of four stages. It starts from birth until two years and is a period of significant cognitive development. Babies develop a sense of the world during this time by connecting sensory experiences such as seeing and hearing with motor activities, for example reaching and touching. The understanding that objects exist, and events take place in the world independently of one's own actions, for example the object idea or shapes is the main development during the sensorimotor period. If you hide a toy in a bag, for example, a child who has developed object permanence will know it there and get it from the bag. The baby will respond as though the toy has just disappeared at the start of this stage. Children start the process of reading and language acquisition by first gathering sensory and motor information. Babies will begin to realise the importance of reading if they are given books and are constantly surrounded by books. (Morra, 2008) says the transition to the next stage of development, the pre-operational stage, is usually indicated by the development of object persistence. 
(Piaget, J, 1969) theory of cognitive development, the preoperational stage is the second stage. This stage starts at the age of two and end at the age of seven. Children think in symbols during this time, but they are not yet using cognitive procedures. During this stage, the child’s thinking is pre-operational. This suggests that the children are unable to respond intelligently, transform, connect, or separate information (Cherry, 2022). 
(Barrouillet, 2015) states the child’s development involves of adaptation to changing experiences in the environment and progressing to the actual stage when it can use logical understanding. Children can mentally identify events that have happened and engage in symbolic play by the time they reach the end of this stage.  (Sutherland, 1992) says when a child is at the age of two and seven, the second stage of Piaget’s reading theory begins. Children begin to understand the concepts of the past and future during this time, however they require repetition to grasp the idea of sequence. This can be helped by repeatedly reading the same story. Children also learn from repeating actions; this could link to the storyteller of the traditional story; we’re going on a bear hunt as they used to repeating of actions when telling the story. Children learn from interacting with the environment that they are in. Make-believe can help in the creation of cognitive skills linked to reading and writing. 
The findings of this paper suggest that reading traditional stories is good as (Raisingchildren.net.au, 2020) says it offers one of the rich language experiences necessary for language development and acquisition, including a fun and natural interaction with rhyme and language rhythm. However traditional story has its place, but Nair, 2021) says digital storytelling helps children develop essential 21st-century literacy skills, children are empowered to be confident communicators and digital developers. To help children improve basic oral, written, and digital skills, or simply to understand content, use digital storytelling. According to (Welsh Government, 2022), children are now in a more of a technological age and there is more focus with curricula to develop children’s digital skills that practitioners that they are now moving on to looking at digital literacy, so that they are not just looking at the reading and writing. There should be more digital storytelling within childcare settings (Houser, K). Both traditional stories and digital stories are both as important as each other. The storyteller could have changed their voice for characterisation more than they did, this would make the children have more feel of the characters within the story. There is still room for traditional storytelling as society evolving in to a more of a digital age. The storyteller could have changed their voice for characterisation more than they did, this would make the children have more feel of the characters within the story however the storyteller did well with extending children’s knowledge by asking a range of different questions.
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