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This is an analysis of my storytelling activity for ages 3-5 in a primary school setting. 
According to Maureen (2020) storytelling has many advantages for both individuals involved, making it a timeless activity. Storytelling improves language, imagination, creativity and cognitive skills, it also improves the bond between the reader and the listener.  PimaLib (2020) studies also show that the bond between a parent and a child who was read to from a young age is stronger due to babies brains being naturally drawn to their parents faces and voices. 
Grey (2020) states that young children can increase their vocabulary by being read to or engaging in educational activities. Since a child brain undergoes rapid growth and forming new connection, this allows the child to absorb and maintain the new vocabulary they have heard. 

When a child hears a new word used in sentences and with illustrations, their understanding of it is completely formed. Children learn words more easily when they are used in a story, with visuals that correspond to the narrative, according to Bobek (2016) The illustrations in books serve as visual cues to support the text and foster a child's imagination and ability to visualise the tale. When a child can see visuals that correspond with the words they are reading or hearing, their comprehension and language recall increase. Sparks (2021) suggests that digital learning can be more effective than reading to develop a child’s literacy skills. Digital literacy is the information, abilities and attitudes that enables young children to feel secure and in control in an increasingly digital environment are referred to as digital literacy in the early years (UNICEF 2019). It is the capacity to locate, assess, produce and share knowledge using information and communication technologies, needing both technical and cognitive abilities (twinkl no date) 
Billington (2016) states that children have access to a wide range of digital technologies more now than ever before, stating that 25% of children aged 0-2 and 36% of 3-5 year olds owned iPad in 2016.  
Children are actively exploring and experimenting in a dynamic learning environment full of multimedia information thanks to digital technologies like interactive websites and instructional applications. This draws their interest and accommodates a variety of learning preferences, encouraging a deeper comprehension and memorization of the material. Additionally, children may study subjects outside of the standard learning materials thanks to the abundance of educational resources that are accessible through digital platforms (Haleem etal 2022)
Timotheou etal ( 2023) says in order to maximise motivation and engagement, digital technologies provide personalised learning experiences catered to individual requirements and interests. Furthermore, the feedback on performance enables children to monitor their development and pinpoint areas for growth, promoting a more efficient learning environment. All things considered, digital literacy enhances education by providing dynamic, adaptable, and captivating learning opportunities that enable children to explore, learn, and thrive. 
Kucirkova’s (2018) research shows that digital literacy has a positive effect on a child’s creative and cognitive development, stating that children who read a digital book with moving images learnt the words in the book better than children wo have read the same book but with static images. 
 Analysing the practice observed during the activity.
Costume caterpillar was worn in the first storytelling activity. The costume was worn as research shows that costumes plays a role in the shaping of the characters and to enhance the narrative experience (Janey 2023). Kelly (2017) says that the characters' visual depictions aid in vividly and fully bringing the narrative to life, drawing in young readers and igniting their imaginations. The employment of costumes by the storyteller may also be a potent modelling technique, showing the children how to embody various emotions and characters, which can improve the child’s comprehension of the narrative and its ideas. Ingov (2022) also adds that by adding an element of fun into storytelling can have an impact on a child’s language development. Ingov (2022) states that when children are engaged in a story, they become more attentive and receptive to the language being use, due to their increased involvement, children are more likely to acquire new words and broaden their vocabulary in the best possible learning environment. 
Facial expressions and changing my voice through the video also played a role in the development in a child’s literacy, language and emotional intelligence. Greutmen (2020) states that throughout the story, altering one's voice highlights the important parts and emotions. Encouraging children to imagine the characters are real, helps them develop their imagination. Vocal variety can aid in the development of diverse speaking patterns and facial expressions. Moore (2017) states that facial expressions function as visual clues to support the story by emphasising certain words and phrases. Facial expressions give context to the story by expressing a wide of emotions, including happiness, sadness, fear, shock allowing the child to develop a deeper understanding of the story’s emotions. According to Elbenfein, Marsh and Ambady (2002) says the understanding of facial expressions is closely tied to having emotional intelligence, or the capacity to comprehend emotions. Allowing the child to develop emotional intelligence is due to the child being able to understand emotions from a person’s facial expression. Frith (2009) States that facial expressions play a role on communication, as it provides cues about a person’s emotional state or reactions. If a child has emotional intelligence, they are more likely to me empathetic to others later on in life.  
Bower (2014) states There is plenty of evidence that shows children's language, as well as their later development of literacy skills, reading, and writing, can be supported by using the repetition of sounds, that have a rhyme, and rhythm.
From a very early age, most children have the basic instinct to clap along to a familiar rhythm, they learn and can predict words in a nursery rhyme or poem, they can do this because of learning what repeatedly comes before. The idea of rhythm is connected more closely with poetry, as poems have distinct beat, that children are very quick to hear and imitate. Rhyming helps babies and children in their early and formative development, learning about basic words, sounds and familiar language of their parents helps the child to feel secure and in safe a comforting environment. Using rhyme, rhythm, and repetition helps children develop the basics of their literacy skills. 
Bower (2014) also states responding to rhythm is a natural human reaction, as we each carry our own inner metronome. Clapping, counting aloud, or repeating basic sounds helps the child connect to this inner metronome and helps to develop their literacy skill. Children from different cultures learn differently as languages have different rhythms set in its tempo and beat.  The child also uses the rhythm of their physical actions to help with language. Clapping while making sounds, or bouncing and rocking whilst making sounds shows how excited they are when learning a new skill.  Children who hear the rhythm of nursery rhymes before learning to read are already attuned to the fitting of words to a set beat, rhythm, and structure of poetry and prose.

Arnerich says The repetition of words, ideas, and skills is Important for early brain development, as it creates secure foundations for early learners. Children are surrounded by continuously new experiences, so repetitions offers them the familiarity and predictability that allow them to feel more comfortable experimenting, engaging, and interacting. This also allows them to feel more self-confident and develop self-sufficient skills.
Adults can find repetition boring, but children don’t find it boring as each time they do it, engage with it, say it, sing it, listen to it, and so on, they experience it in a new way.
Importantly for a child, repetition is not simply doing the same things over and over again. While older children and adults find new experiences exciting, children in their early years search for understanding, familiarity, and predictability.
Repetition is valuable because each time they experience something the knowledge becomes more secure.
Ranson (2016) states Children's early years literacy skills are about listening and speaking rather than reading and writing. The first two skills are the bedrock foundation for the later.  In days gone by, before the mass on-set of children's interactive digital media, it was second nature for parents to sing rhymes or cants to children whilst moving, bouncing or rocking the child, or inventing actions and silly games to accompany the rhyme and help the child to associate the rhyme and actions together.
Research states that when comparing the literacy abilities of school-age children who have a good understanding of rhymes from an early age, vastly outperformed those who had little or no exposure to rhymes or repetitive chants.  The sound and familiarity of those rhymes helped the child to develop the form and structure of words and have the confidence to learn more further.
· How could the activity promote children’s oracy, reading or writing?
The digital story supports a child’s learning. Rahiem (2021) says that a digital story has both teaching method and a learning resource. Digital stories often have a audio as narration and also sound effects. Listening to these enhances children’s listening skills and exposes them to different patterns. Digital stories can also develop a child’s independent learning as digital storied can be read by someone or the child can play the audio. 
Duursma (2008) says that reading to a child it models the reading behaviours and it also exposes the child to a diverse range of stories. positive parenting practices about reading increase the likelihood that parents will provide their kids opportunity to foster favourable attitudes towards literacy and can aid in the development of strong language and literacy abilities.
Phonemic awareness is also a skill that children learn from being read to. Phonemic awareness is a skill that involves hearing and manipulating the individual sounds ( Carruth and Bustos 2019). According to Talbot (2020) this is essential for a child to learn for them to be able to read. Children acquire vital pre-reading abilities via listening to word sounds and observing rhymes, alliterations, and phonetic patterns in stories. These skills are critical for word decoding when they start reading independently.
LeVos (2021) says when reading to a child, they are not just piking up on the story, words, voice or pictures, children also pick up on what you do such as turning the page and reading from left to right (print awareness). A child that is not read to will not know which way to turn a page of a book. Turning a page of a book requires fine motor skills and hand eye coordination, developing a child’s fine motor skills is important skills to have as it will help when learning to write (Cela 2020). 

How could the activity promote children’s digital literacy skills?
The digital story supports a child’s learning. Rahiem (2021) says that a digital story has both teaching method and a learning resource. Digital stories often have an audio as narration and sound effects. Listening to these enhances children’s listening skills and exposes them to different patterns. Digital stories can also develop a child’s independent learning as digital storied can be read by someone or the child can play the audio. 
The digital story allows the children to explore the internet and learn how to be safe and the ethical use of technology (Akdag and Altinay 2021). According to Smeda etal (2014) it also helps children with their problem solving, with a digital book it is harder to turn the page or go onto the next part of the story, it pushes the child to develop navigation skills with the app or online book. 

Conclusion 
In conclusion, storytelling whether done traditionally or digitally promotes children's language, literacy, and cognitive development in a variety of ways. It strengthens the relationship between children and carers while promoting language development, creativity, and cognitive abilities. Specifically, digital storytelling provides interactive learning opportunities and improves digital literacy abilities. Children's holistic development may be offered dynamic and engaging chances by carers and educators through the integration of both conventional and digital storytelling into the classroom. Telling stories to children fosters their creativity, curiosity, and lifetime love of learning. It is still a timeless and useful pastime.
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