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Explore and evaluate the use of body worn cameras in evidence-based policing.

This study article provides valuable insights on the application of body-worn cameras as a policing tool based on empirical facts.  This study demonstrates the possible effects of deploying Body-Worn Video Cameras (BWVCs) in lowering instances of use of force, decreasing the number of complaints filed against law enforcement officers, and improving the relationship between the police and the community. It employs a methodology that incorporates a controlled trial, so bolstering the validity and reliability of the research outcomes Ambassador Alison Kemp (2018). Drawing on past incidents and scholarly research, the essay aims to provide a balanced perspective on the effectiveness and challenges of BWCs in policing. The essay will conclude by offering a summary and analysis, so adding valuable insights to the current body of scholarly work on evidence-based policing and the implementation of body-worn cameras. 
  The notion of evidence-based policing (EBP), which advocates for the efficacy of methods, is expected to be inherently appealing to law enforcement agencies. Based on a review of the available literature, it becomes apparent that a considerable amount of research has been conducted to illustrate the considerable influence of evidence-based initiatives and techniques in improving the efficacy and productivity of law enforcement organisations Lum (2009). For example, proactive strategies have been shown to be effective in comparison to random and reactive approaches. These strategies include scanning, analysis, response, and assessment (SARA), problem-solving process (PSP), problem-oriented policing (POP), intelligence-led policing (ILP) Ratcliffe (2008), computerised statistics (CompStat), and hotspot policing Sherman et.al (1995). Braga and Weisburd (2010) conducted a study which found that the utilisation of an evidence-based strategy resulted in a significant reduction in crime. The integration of evidence-based practises is expected to enhance knowledge acquisition, operational efficiency, and cost-effectiveness in police agencies. The benefits of evidence-based practises (EBP) warrant a large body of study on the factors that promote openness and reduce resistance to them. Unfortunately, most studies have not fully understood how organisational environment affects law enforcement institutions' adoption of evidence-based practises. Bierly et al. (2009). Body-worn video cameras (BWVCs) have become an essential tool in modern law enforcement, facilitating the adoption of evidence-based policing strategies. The incorporation of portable devices by law enforcement personnel during their operational duties serves the objective of documenting audio and visual engagements with individuals from the community. This particular methodology produces substantial data that can be utilised for multiple facets of evidence-based policing. The primary purpose of body-worn cameras is to enhance transparency and accountability in the context of law enforcement. Ariel et al. (2016) asserts that the utilisation of such cameras enhances the establishment of confidence within the community, leading to an enhancement in police-community interactions.  Numerous studies have provided evidence supporting the notion that the utilisation of body-worn video cameras (BWVCs) is correlated with a reduction in the frequency of use of force incidents involving law enforcement personnel. The study conducted by Farrar et al. (2017), about the implementation of body-worn cameras resulted in a significant decrease in the use of force. This discovery implies that the implementation of these cameras could potentially function as a proactive tool to mitigate instances of excessive force and encourage the adoption of de-escalation tactics. Moreover, these cameras offer a remarkably efficient means of collecting evidence in the context of criminal investigations and judicial actions. The use of acquired video footage is of utmost importance within the legal process as it serves as substantial evidence for the prosecution of those involved in criminal activities, hence contributing to the successful conviction of offenders. As a result, this occurrence plays a role in improving the quality of legal arguments put forth in the court context, thereby enhancing the overall effectiveness of the criminal justice system Ariel et al. (2020). In addition to its role in evidence collection, the data acquired from body-worn cameras has the potential to facilitate data-driven decision-making and evaluation of policing methodologies. The analysis of recorded video footage assists authorities in identifying areas that necessitate improvement, offering significant insights for training programmes, and assessing the effectiveness of interventions Jennings et al. (2018). The utilisation of body-mounted cameras plays a crucial function in facilitating the continuous professional development and advancement of law enforcement personnel. In their study, Lum et al. (2019) emphasised the need of analysing genuine scenarios captured through their utilisation. This methodology enables law enforcement agencies to identify and adopt ideal methodologies, ultimately leading to the deployment of more efficient police techniques. In addition to the operational benefits, the implementation of body-worn video cameras (BWVCs) holds the capacity to enhance public perceptions of law enforcement personnel. This implies that the judicious utilisation of these cameras by officers possesses the potential to alleviate negative stereotypes and foster trust within the realm of law enforcement Ariel et al. (2016). In the year 2017, there was a notable occurrence in the United Kingdom about the utilisation of body-worn cameras, which garnered significant attention from the media. The event centred around the terrible incident involving the fatal shooting of an individual named Rashan Charles in the Hackney area of London. Law enforcement authorities were summoned on July 22, 2017, in response to allegations of an individual displaying erratic behaviour within the premises of a convenience shop. Law enforcement personnel encountered Rashan Charles, a 20-year-old guy, and endeavoured to apprehend him. During the interaction, a law enforcement officer utilised a body-worn camera to document the incident. The body camera tape documented a fight between Rashan Charles and the police, resulting in the officer successfully subduing and detaining the man on the ground. Unfortunately, during the altercation, he consumed a secret package containing a mixture of paracetamol and caffeine. The individual was later transferred to a medical facility in proximity, however, succumbing to death shortly after their arrival Lacuna (2017). The dissemination of the body-worn camera footage prompted a significant and pervasive public outcry, leading to extensive community protests. A multitude of persons have voiced apprehensions regarding the employment of force by law enforcement and the contextual factors surrounding the regrettable passing of Rashan Charles. The occurrence has sparked debates over the use of body-worn cameras and their possible impact on openness and accountability within the context of law enforcement. The scenario compelled the pertinent authorities to initiate a thorough examination of the occurrence. The present study encompassed a comprehensive scrutiny of many types of evidence, including film from body-worn cameras, testimony from witnesses, and forensic analysis. The inclusion of the Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC) in the supervisory role of the investigation was implemented with the aim of guaranteeing impartiality. The inquiry's conclusions determined that the officer in question did not utilise excessive force and was not legally responsible for the killing of Rashan Charles. However, the incident has sparked debates over the tactics utilised by law enforcement, the application of force, and the possible limitations of body-worn cameras in effectively capturing intense situations. The Rashan Charles case has garnered attention due to its implications for the use of body-worn cameras (BWCs) in enhancing openness and accountability in the field of law enforcement. Nevertheless, this development has sparked investigations into the effectiveness of these cameras in deterring controversial incidents, as well as the need for further training and rules to ensure their proper implementation Lacuna (2017). One of the key benefits of body-worn cameras (BWCs) is its ability to enhance openness and accountability. A study conducted by Ariel et al. (2016) investigated the authorization process of police officers for the use of various types of cameras. The study's results indicated a significant reduction in the frequency of complaints lodged against police in the presence of cameras. This result underscores the capacity of this technology to exert a favourable impact on the interactions between police officers and residents, ultimately contributing to the augmentation of public trust in law enforcement. In addition, body-worn cameras (BWCs) offer objective and reliable documentation of events. White (2017) argues in his book titled "Police Use of Force’’ that the utilisation of body cameras has proven to be highly beneficial by giving essential evidence for investigations and judicial procedures. Consequently, this phenomenon helps to the achievement of outcomes that are characterised by fairness and increased accuracy. While body-worn cameras (BWCs) have a range of benefits, they also exhibit certain constraints. In the research paper by Harris (2020), it has been noted that police possess the capability to exercise discretion in terms of recording or deactivating body worn cameras. The lack of sensitivity in the circumstance leads to the production of documentation that may exhibit incompleteness or bias. The deliberate practise of selectively documenting information has the potential to compromise the fundamental objective of the technology, which is to augment transparency and accountability. Another concern that emerges is the potential influence of the cameras on the conduct of law enforcement personnel. The utilisation of body cameras by law enforcement personnel has the potential to induce an elevated level of vigilance and self-consciousness among officers, as they are constantly monitored. This heightened state of surveillance may impact their cognitive processes and engagements with individuals in the community Lum et.al (2019). The utilisation of body-worn cameras raises ethical considerations regarding privacy and the necessity of obtaining informed consent. As per the guidelines provided by the College of Policing (2021), it is imperative for law enforcement officials to ensure the preservation of persons' privacy rights, especially in circumstances that are of a sensitive nature, such as medical emergencies or within residential premises. Furthermore, it is imperative to consider the ethical dilemmas that arise in relation to the storage and preservation of recorded data. The concept of existence is present. One possible risk associated with unauthorised access or improper use of recorded footage is the possibility for privacy violations and the consequent harm that may be inflicted upon those portrayed in the recordings. A London residence was the scene of domestic violence in Metropolitan Police v. Anderson (2021). Body-worn camera footage has provided crucial evidence. The victim's statement of anguish, physical injuries, and David Anderson's behaviour during the conflict are considered. The taped conversations between law enforcement and the suspect provide a complete account of the occurrence and the suspect's current emotional condition. During the trial, the prosecution stressed the camera footage's evidence value. This tape helped prove the victim's claim and show David Anderson's domestic violence. Metropolitan Police v. Anderson (2021).
In a study conducted by Katz et.al. (2017), it was determined that the usage of body-worn video (BWV) footage played a crucial role in supplying substantial visual evidence, resulting in an increased rate of conviction in domestic violence cases. Additionally, a study conducted by Lum et al. (2019) demonstrated that the adoption of body-worn cameras in law enforcement procedures has the capacity to lead to a rise in admissions of guilt and a reduction in public grievances. It is imperative to consider the appropriate protocols pertaining to the utilisation of evidence acquired via body-worn cameras, as well as ensuring the secure retention of recorded data, while also upholding the principles of privacy and obtaining agreement from the affected party Harris (2020). 
 In essence, data Based Policing (EBP) is a methodological approach that relies on the application of empirical research and data to guide the actions of law enforcement professionals, strategists, and decision-makers. The use of body-worn video cameras (BWVCs) has gained recognition as a vital tool in evidence-based policing due to their ability to provide an objective and visible method of documenting law enforcement contacts and situations. The utilisation of body cams facilitates the enhancement of transparency and accountability by means of impartially documenting situations. They function as a powerful tool in conjunction with the testimony of the victims and aiding the judicial proceedings pertaining to criminal cases. Nevertheless, body cameras are not immune to the inherent limitations and ethical problems they entail. Privacy concerns occur because of the unintended acquisition of sensitive information during interactions in many public and private contexts using film. The deliberate activation of the cameras, as well as the potential biases in their interpretation. The presence of recorded film may further raise concerns about the objectivity of the evidence being given. A relevant instance demonstrating the practical consequences can be observed in a prior legal case in the United Kingdom, specifically the Metropolitan Police versus Anderson. Body cams offer several benefits, including as increased accountability and improved prosecutorial outcomes. The evaluation of suitable policies holds significant importance when considering their implementation in different crime contexts, such as domestic violence, with the objective of maximising benefits while ensuring the protection of individual rights.
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