OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group:
Year 4 – video in immersive room

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context
Lesson on inferences.
Year 4 st thomas primary school.
Ability groups.
Higher ability at the back, lower ability at the front.
1 teaching assistant.



	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
Students seated in ability. The higher ability disengaged during introduction to the lesson. Teacher mostly choosing the lower ability students to answer questions. The children instructed to make inferences about a shoe on the table, guide prompts on the board at the front. Higher ability tables now more engaged – children are talking to each other and working together.

	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

Effects of ability grouping on students – highers not being challenged enough? Would mixed ability grouping be more beneficial for learners? 

Use of collaborative techniques in the classroom – impact on learning of students. Benefits/Weaknesses.


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

There is a intervention where one student leaves.









