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Football coaching pathway 
At any level of coaching, there are two courses you will do to coach at any level.
FAW safeguarding award
· Online only course
· 3-hour webinar
· Cost= £50
· Will need to book into a session 
· Needs to be updated every 3 years
· You need to be 16 and above to complete the course. 
This three-hour interactive training is designed to help applicants from all areas of our sport build best practices while working with children and vulnerable adults. FAW safeguarding (2025)
FAW Football emergency aid
· Online only award
· 3 hours of theory 
· This course can be started once purchased
· Cost= £50
· You need to be 14 and above to complete the course.
The FAW Medical Department created this course to satisfy both the FAW Club Accreditation Scheme requirements and the demands of grassroots football. FAW emergency aid (2025)
Level 1- FAW Football leader award
· Online Only course
· 7 hours of theory
· This course can be started once purchased
· Cost= £100
To complete this you will need to be aged 14 and above. On this course you will gain an understanding of pitch sizes at different ages, how to progress and regress sessions and your role as a coach to allow you to coach at grassroots level. FAW leaders award (2025)
Level 2- FAW C Certificate and UEFA/FAW C licence- 3-4months
At level 2 it splits off into FAW C certificate. These awards will cost individuals £550 and can be discounted to £375 if you are a coach in Wales, born in Wales or educated through the FAW pathway. To complete both courses you will need to attend four practical days from 9am-5pm and one 3-hour webinar and it can take about 6 weeks to complete once you have booked into a course. This qualification helps grassroots coaches and youth coaches to push on further up the ladder and this is required to push towards FAW/UEFA C licence. To push onto further you will need to complete the FAW/UEFA C license which will cost £500 and discounted at £200. You will have two practical days, 9am-5pm on the same weekend, one 3-hour webinar and one e-learning session. This course allows you to process to UEFA B license. FAW C (2025)
Level 3- UEFA B Licence- minimum 13months (including experience time)
This is the first stage of the elite pathway in Wales. Over the course of seven months, students complete the seven-day FAW/UEFA B regional course. Through a combination of on- and off-course theory, e-learning, and distance learning, you will enhance your tactical knowledge and game comprehension while pursuing the FAW/UEFA B Licence. You will also require 6 months experience coaching post graduating from the C licence. It will cost £1500 and discounted at £700 and will require you to complete three 8- hour practical sessions and three 3-hour webinars, with an end of course assessment which the e-learnings will prepare you for. This licence will allow you to be an assistant coach in a professional club and work in EPPP academies. UEFA B licence (2023)
Level 4- UEFA A licence- minimum 2 years (including experience time)
The next stage of the pathway in the UEFA A licence. The course is delivered over a 12-month period with online modules and 12 courses with three 3/4-day residential blocks and nine 4-hours online courses. You will also complete nine 2-hour modules and is flexible block around the season breaks. The course aims to develop coaches who plan and design meaningful practices in a variety of contexts, and it is structured within the Welsh Way principles outlined in our National Syllabus. The standard fee for the course is £6,500 and discounted at £4000 and must have 1 year experience coaching 11 a side after completing the B licence and can lead to jobs in the professional youth and academy system, while also being able to be head coach at professional second tier level sides. FAW A (2024)
Level 5- UEFA Pro licence- minimum 3 years (including experience time)
This is last stage of the pathway and will cost £12,000 and discounted at £10,000. For this licence you will need to complete three 4-day residential blocks, two 10-hour sessions at assessment centre, eight 2-hour online courses and four 2-hour online webinars. You will need to have your A licence for a least 12 months and at least 3 years' experience working for a head coach professional second tier side, assistant at a professional side, coach in a national team, professional Phase Head Coach in a full-time professional club, academy Manager/Head of coaching in a full-time professional club or technical/sporting Director. You will need to apply in 2 phases. Phase one will be CV and making sure you got the correct qualifications with experience and phase two will be a 30-minute online interview. This licence will allow you to progress to head coach at any level, while also being able to be a technical director and head of recruitment. UEFA Pro (2023)
In a 5-year period, you can make it to the UEFA A licence depending on availability in courses and can make progress into the professional game at younger ages or even as a coach in first team set up, with potential of progressing onto your Pro licence and making a good start in that. 
Gantt Chart
	Stage
	Estimated Duration
	With experience time

	Safeguarding award
	3 hours
	3 hours

	Emergency aid award
	3 hours
	3 hours

	Football Leaders Award
	1–2 months (online/short)
	1–2 months

	C Certificate/licence
	3–4 months
	3-4months

	UEFA B Licence
	6–18 months
	Minimum 13months

	UEFA A Licence
	12–18 months
	Minimum 2 years

	UEFA Pro Licence
	12–18 months
	Minimum 3 years



Month →     1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8   12   24   36   48   60
Stage
-------------------------------------------------------------------------
Leaders     ███
C Cert                   █████
UEFA B                                         ██████████
UEFA A                                                           █████████████
UEFA Pro                                                       █████████████
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