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Semiotics: Signs and symbols in Tarot cards
From its origins in 15th century Northern Italy, Tarot, which was originally named Trionfi and later Tarocchi, was traditionally a card playing game that became immensely popular across Europe, with further expansion resurging in the late 18th century, driven by French occultist Jean-Baptiste Alliette. Thus, leading the humble card game to gain traction within the spiritual community.
Tarot cards are now used for psychic or intuitive readings and spiritual guidance, by interpreting the images, signs and symbols displayed on the cards. 
Tarot, as we know it today, has an extensive list of complex rules. Interpretations depend on its layout, also known as ‘spread.’ A card facing upside down, or “reversed” as it is referred to, has a distinctly different meaning to it facing the right way up. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]With the layout aside, or having no prior knowledge of interpreting tarot cards, it is possible to decipher its mystical attraction through its pictorial meaning. Suggesting we look beyond the words inscribed on the card, such as ‘The High Priestess’ (fig.1) and take a more in-depth look at the signs and symbols around it and what they represent within our culture.
[image: ] (Fig.1) Rider-Waite Tarot ’The High Priestess’, 1909.
Within tarot, ‘The High Priestess’ card represents knowledge, wisdom, and enlightenment.  As well as trusting one's own intuition. Draped in blue robes, the High Priestess is akin to images of the Virgin Mary, an influential figure of virtue and purity. The colour blue also symbolising wisdom, intuition, and loyalty. Her robes form into a pool of water at her feet, and partially cover the moon. Within astrology, the moon is the ruling “planet” of the zodiac sign Cancer, the cardinal water sign. The moon, a powerful symbol that also represents femininity, in addition to what we perceive from Earth; a side that is light and the other dark, alongside its notable gravitational force to cause rising and ebbing tides.
“In Western society, light is seen as goodness, growth, and progress. Whereas darkness is seen as evil, stagnation, and lack of knowledge or enlightenment.” (Ouwejan, 2021).
[bookmark: _Int_LPVTWyi1]The two pillars that stand beside her also reinforce this meaning. One of them being black and the other white can represent night and day, good and evil, right and wrong. As is the equilibrium within human nature. 
To further strengthen the intense femininity of this card, pomegranates hang in the background. A symbol of fertility in many cultures and links to Persephone (fig.2) the goddess of the underworld, who, after eating pomegranate seeds, was tricked into spending half the year living on earth and the other half in the underworld. Again, reinforcing the balance between good and evil. Always acknowledging both sides.
[image: ] (Fig.2) ’Proserpine’ D.G. Rossetti 1874.
Therefore, I would interpret ‘The High Priestess’ as a card that advocates for balance, moral development, and self-reflection. 
“There are things in the psyche which I do not produce, but which produce themselves and have their own life.” (Jung, 1962, as cited in Semetsky 2013). 
Semiotics are deeply rooted within tarot cards, much like the connotations of colours, symbols and images lay deeply rooted within our subconscious. Some may believe that they are unable to interpret tarot cards at first glance; however, their symbolism has now become so intrinsically intertwined with Christianity, Judaism, and astrology that it is possible to piece the decoded parts together to understand the bigger picture. By doing this, for some, tarot cards can provide clarity and direction by using the power of semiotics.
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Note: I struggled to get everything that I wanted to say within the 500-word count. I feel as if I have left out a lot of relevant info or more references to things that I would have liked to add in. There were a couple of books that I researched but didn’t end up using anything from them so haven’t added them to the reference list. 
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