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Abstract
[bookmark: _GoBack]The purpose of this work is to critically examine the various factors that halted the expansion of the Roman Empire during the reign of Augustus; specifically, why this occurred along the Rhine river during his reign [footnoteRef:1]. The factors and their interconnectivity that led to this can be divided into the three broad categories of political, military and economic factors. This thesis will address each of the factors and the geography in turn, critically evaluating the source and related evidence, suggesting that it was more a political and economic decision instead of a military one.    [1:  Erdkamp 2011: 218] 

Modern scholars attempt to determine and define the underlining political factors and the difficulties experienced in subduing the land east of the Rhine after the Varian disaster [footnoteRef:2]. Wells states that the desire to reconquer the area after this disaster was non-existent  [footnoteRef:3]. Tacitus in Germania, writes that the Germanic Tribes dislike peace, and that young men leave their tribe to find wars when their own tribes are at peace [footnoteRef:4]. A further area for deeper discussion relates to the extent to which the unstable nature of the Germanic tribes prevented Roman expansion, therefore strengthening the political argument over the military one [footnoteRef:5]. In addition to this there was a lack of desire for direct political control as supported by Tacitus who states that Augustus’ war against the Germans was for the honour of the Empire, rather than ambition to extend the empire [footnoteRef:6].  [2: Vell. Pat 2. 219]  [3:  Wells 1972: 244-245]  [4:  Tac. Ger. 14]  [5:  Wiegels, and Spickermann. 2006]  [6:  Tac. Ann. 1.3] 


Contradictory to this thesis’ argument, Webster presents the view from a military position that the Rhine was chosen because it created a natural boundary and a more obvious barrier than the Elbe river. However, he also states that the Rhine was only chosen after the situation east of the Rhine became untenable [footnoteRef:7]. It was this so called Varian Disaster or Battle of the Teutoburg Forest as re-counted by Velleius Paterculus that made the situation in the Germania untenable. This destruction led to the abandonment of Roman ambition to turn Germania east of the Rhine into a fully realised Roman Province [footnoteRef:8]. Todd’s assessment of this abandonment, is due to the terrain and landscape being unfavourable to Roman warfare and welfare of the troops. In addition, there were economic factors that led to this decision, namely the lack of precious natural minerals and taxable strength [footnoteRef:9].   [7:  Webster 1998: 51-52 ]  [8:  Vell. Pat 2. 217-220]  [9:  Todd 2004: 52-53] 

The argument that Germania is economically inadequate is likely to be derived from Tacitus’ observations of the economic state of the Germanic tribes, and the fertility of the land [footnoteRef:10].  The halt of expansion made sense; as conquering lands, that do not provide any substantial revenue, and that could not sustain troops would not be a sound policy. Erdkamp reinforces this economic standpoint that the Rhine was chosen as the frontier because supplying and feeding the Legions was easier if they were stationed west of the Rhine, rather than east of it, as it was more cost effective [footnoteRef:11].   [10:  Tac. Ger. 26]  [11:  Erdkamp 2011: 230] 
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