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EAP – Tenses Review








1    Read the following texts and identify the tense:

present simple		present continuous			past simple

past continuous		present perfect simple		past perfect

present  perfect continuous					future perfect

“I get up at 6.30 on the dot every day. I have a shower, wash my hair, eat my breakfast and listen to the radio. I catch the 7.15 bus but if I miss it, as I usually do, I have to wait twenty minutes because the rest of the buses are full. I get to work, have a coffee, try and find my ID pass, fight my way to the lift, then usually sit at my desk by 8.30. Then it’s lunch, normally a sandwich, sometimes a curry, then work, work, work, phone calls, meetings, power points, then I go home at 5.00. Meet my friends for a drink, eat dinner, watch TV, read a book, go to bed about 12.00. Then I start the whole thing over again. Honestly Doctor, it’s doing my head in.

Last week I ran into an old friend of mine on the way home, (actually he was more of an enemy at school, but I’m sure he wouldn’t have remembered)) who told me he could help me get another job if I wanted. He was wearing Armani and was walking like he was king of the hill, whilst there was me, wearing jeans, slouching along like I was having some kind of an identity crisis. He gave me a phone number and I went home and considered my options. I decided I wanted a change, and even if nothing came of it, at least I tried. I phoned the number and waited. A terrible version of Adele started up. I continued to wait. Then a woman answered the phone and said “hello, this is a male escort service.” I hung up straight away. I guess he hadn’t forgotten what I had done to him at school after all. 

This year I haven’t really done very much. I have written a paper, I have travelled to New York, Amsterdam and Paris, I have had to go to conferences, and I have started a football team, but I haven’t done what I wanted to do. I think I’ve been trying to pretend my main problem doesn’t exist by burying my head in the sand. My friends say I’ve been eating a lot more than usual too. 

This weekend I’m going to visit a friend of mine in the North of France. I’m getting a six o clock train and arriving in France one hour later. I’m picking up a car, driving to Amiens, then I’m going to meet a crowd of people in a bar and watch the rugby. It’s going to be good, I know. I haven’t seen her for years, and I’m hoping that by this time next week, I will have had a major life change. Either that or I’ll be miserably depressed again. 

I don’t know, I’m sitting here, talking to you, wondering what I really want out of life, but I’m not really doing anything to change things.”


What is the above situation?

What advice would you give to this person?

2  Fill in the following  boxes with examples of your own

	Present Simple
	Present Continuous

	







	



	Present perfect simple
	Present perfect continuous

	







	



	Past simple
	Past continuous

	







	




	Past perfect simple
	Past perfect continuous

	







	



	Future Forms
	Examples

	
Will + infinitive


To be going to + infinitive


Present continuous


Future perfect


Future perfect continuous


Future continuous
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