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AIM(S)
· To develop a critical awareness and appreciation of the interpretation of John’s Gospel from a historical, theological and literary perspective.
· To investigate the religious, social and political contexts from which John’s Gospel emerged.
· To evaluate the impact of contemporary biblical scholarship on the critical study of John’s Gospel.


LEARNING OUTCOMES
By the end of this module students should be able to:  

· engage in a close reading of the text of John’s Gospel through the use of commentaries, reference works, journals and monographs;
· comment critically on the nature of the relationship between John’s Gospel and other texts, including the canonical Gospels and other relevant Jewish and early Christian texts;
· display a thorough knowledge of scholarly approaches to key Johannine themes and issues;
· evaluate critically the historical, theological and literary significance of the Gospel of John, its place within the New Testament canon, and its contribution to the development of Christian theology.

CONTENT

1. A study of the various contexts and sources that led to the shaping of the Gospel of John.
2. An analysis of key themes in John’s Gospel, including dualism, ‘the signs’, and the Gospel’s distinctive interpretation of the identity and role of Jesus.
3. The depiction of ‘the Jews’ and the Gospel’s approach to Judaism.
4. An examination of recent sociological and literary approaches to the study of John’s Gospel.








ASSESSMENT
Coursework	100%
(a) 1 x 3000-word essay (60%).
(b) 1 x 2000-word exegetical analysis of a set passage from the Gospel of John (40%). 
Example assignment: 
(a) Critically examine the view that John was familiar with Mark’s Gospel, but, different from Matthew and Luke, did not use Mark as a literary source.
OR
Analyse what is means, for John, to believe in Jesus as ‘the Messiah, the Son of God’.
(b) Prepare an exegetical analysis of ONE of the following passages: i) John 2:13-22; ii) John 7:37-44); iii) John 12:20-26; iv) John 14:1-7; v) John 20:19-23.
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