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Component 1 – Development of Academic Skills (500 words)

Evaluating Academic Sources Using the CRAAP Test

Source 1

• Author(s) and year: University of Leeds (2025)

• Where you found the source: On the uni library website.

• Currency: It’s really new—updated in 2025—so the advice is fresh for today.

• Relevance: It’s great because it’s made for students trying to find good info.

• Authority: It comes from a big uni library, so they definitely know their stuff.

• Accuracy: Experts checked it so there aren't any big mistakes in the advice.

• Purpose: Just to teach students; they aren't trying to sell anything.

• Full reference: University of Leeds (2025) Evaluating Information for your Assignment. [Online].

Source 2

• Author(s) and year: JISC (2024)

• Where you found the source: I found this one on Google Scholar.

• Currency: It was done in 2024, which is very recent for computer stuff.

• Relevance: It’s all about the skills we need to use teh internet for school.

• Authority: JISC is the main group that helps colleges with technology.

• Accuracy: It uses facts from loads of different schools so it's reliable.

• Purpose: To give a helpful guide for students to stay safe and smart online.

• Full reference: Joint Information Systems Committee (JISC) (2024) Developing Digital Literacies. [Online].

Synthesis of Academic Sources (175 words)
Both the University of Leeds (2025) and JISC (2024) talk about how tough it is to know what is actually true online. JISC (2024) says that being a student now means you've got to be smart about your "digital footprint" and how you spend your time. The University of Leeds (2025) gives us a real tool, teh CRAAP test, to help us spot when a website is just lying or out of date. These two sources work well together because one explains why we need to be careful and the other shows us exactly how to do it. When you put them together, you realize that the most important skill isn't being a computer expert. Instead, it’s about being a good "filter" who can tell the difference between good facts and bad "noise" (University of Leeds, 2025). Basically, they both help us understand that we have to check everything we read before we actually believe it.

Identifying a Key Challenge and Opportunity (115 words)

• One key challenge: Anyone can put whatever they want on teh internet. That means a lot of info is just wrong, old, or someone trying to sell you something (University of Leeds, 2025).

• One key opportunity: We have more info available to us than ever before. If we use a good system to check our facts, we can learn more and find better ideas way faster than we used to (JISC, 2024).

Academic Planning for Component 2 (95 words)
I’m going to focus on the "Strategies" section first. This is because I really want to learn better ways to keep my own work organized in folders so I don't lose things. I’ll use the JISC (2024) guide to help me.

• Outline:

1. Quick intro about studying online.

2. The hard parts, like too much info.

3. The good parts, like finding facts fast.

4. Three simple ways to do better in class.

5. A final summary.

Timeline
Task Date/ Deadline
Finish research March 1st
Draft first section March 3rd
Complete first draft March 6th
Final editing March 8th
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Component 2 – Application of Academic Skills (1,000 Word Report)

Introduction (135 words)
Being a student these days is honestly a massive change from how it used to be. Most of our work is done on a laptop or a phone now, and let's be real, it can be pretty tough if you aren't used to it. It’s really important to get a handle on teh good and bad sides of this "digital era" so we don't end up totally lost. If you don't have a plan, it's just way too easy to get distracted by everything online or end up using wrong info in your essays. This report is going to look at the main headaches students have, like not knowing who to trust online, but also the big plus sides—like having facts right there at your fingertips. I'll also talk about three simple habits to stay on top of things and get better grades.

Challenges for Students in the Digital Era (185 words)
One of the biggest problems right now is that it’s just so hard to tell which websites are actually telling the truth. Back in the day, you knew library books were checked by experts, but now anyone can just start a blog that looks professional even if it’s full of rubbish (University of Leeds, 2025). This is a real challenge because if we use the wrong facts, our grades are going to suffer. Another thing is "information overload." When you search for something and get thousands of hits, it's easy to feel stuck or just stressed out. Beetham and Sharpe (2020) say that if we don't have a proper way to handle all teh technology, we just end up wasting loads of time. It makes it much harder to actually finish the work on time and do a decent job of it.

Opportunities in the Digital Era (175 words)
Even with all those problems, teh digital world gives us some pretty amazing chances to learn. We can find research from the other side of the world in like, two seconds (JISC, 2024). This helps us see different ideas and learn way more than we could from just one old book. Plus, we can use apps to chat with other students and help each other out with assignments. These tools don't just give us facts; they actually help us think for ourselves a bit more. When we use stuff like the CRAAP test, we get much better at spotting lies and understanding the hard topics (Beetham and Sharpe, 2020). It’s a great opportunity to become a much smarter and more confident student—as long as we're using the tools the right way.

How Students Can Adapt to Succeed (230 words)

1. Do the CRAAP Test: Every time you find a site, just check if it’s too old or who actually wrote it. It’s a simple skill but it keeps your work high-quality. It stops you from putting "fake news" in your work, which is a big deal if you want to be a good student (University of Leeds, 2025).

2. Sort your folders: Don't just save everythng to your desktop with names like "draft1" or "final." Make a folder for every class. It helps you stay calm because you can actually find your work when you need it. Being organized is probably one of the best ways to do well these days (JISC, 2024).

3. Take a break from the screen: It sounds a bit weird, but you’ve got to turn off your phone and step away sometimes. Your brain needs a rest to stay focused. Taking short "tech breaks" helps you finish your work way faster and stops you from feeling totally burned out (Beetham and Sharpe, 2020).

Conclusion (120 words)
To wrap it all up, studying online definitely has its tough bits—like having way too much info and not knowing who to believe. But there’s also the great side of it, like having all teh research you need right there. You don't really need to be a computer genius to do well. You just need to stay organized and be a bit skeptical about what you're reading. By using the CRAAP test, keeping your folders tidy, and taking breaks to rest your head, any student can make it. These simple habits just help you make the most of technology and keep your school work moving in the right direction.
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HOW T0 BE A SMART

DIGITAL STUDENT

Fact-Checking

It stops you from using ‘fake news'
or old info in your work.
It makes your essays much stronger.

University of Leeds (2025)

Staying Organized

Putting your work into folders means
you never lose an assignment.
It keeps your stress levels low.

JISC (2024)

Taking Tech Breaks

Staring at a screen too long makes
you tired. Taking breaks keeps your

brain fresh and focused.

Beetham & Sharpe (2020)

Final Word: Check your facts, keep your files tidy,
and rest your eyes. You've got this!




