The Parables of Jesus Christ. 
The parables of Jesus Christ can be found within the Synoptic Gospels of Mathew, Mark and Luke. Although all three gospels share some parables, the majority over thirty are found within the Gospel of Luke (Strong, 2021, p.5). A parable as Albert Cook defines it is quite simply a story with a message (1980, p.309). Cook expands on this idea of the parable containing a message in that the message must be signified in some special way (1980, p.309). Alternatively, a parable can be described as something that contains ordinary experiences which hold a principal point (Scott, 2007). The idea of a parable being more than a mere story is echoed amongst those who research them Ernest Van Eck writes that is often within the abnormal part of the parable the true meaning is to be found (2017, p.167). Being signified therefore is something that sets parables apart from other stories. 
It is the opinion of Biblical scholars in a historical context that Jesus was the first person in history to use parables as his preferred means of teaching (Strong, 2021, p.3-4). J D Strong argues there is no evidence of a single parable that has come from rabbinic literature until Jesus (2021, p4). The introduction of parables by Jesus is not the only special thing about them, as some scholars such as Joachim Jeremias view parables as a method of accessing the mind of Jesus and the pure essence of his message. They consider parables to be the ipissima verba, the very words of Jesus Christ (Strong, 2021, p.10).
There are those who however state that a parable is simply a fable, this is explored in J.D Strongs book, there may be reason for differing opinions however as there is no distinction within the bible between parable, fable or allegory (Scott, 2007). As a result there are those who argue that parables were used throughout rabbinic tradition (Scott, 2007). 
Whether introduced by Jesus or a continuation of a rabbinic tradition, being considered by some the very words of Jesus much work therefore has been done to understand parables. As a result of the research into parables, it has left some with more questions, as well as different ways to interpret them especially when considering that there is some 40 years between them taking place and them being recorded. This time difference can in some cases leave one questioning if there are any interpretative issues as one may expect from oral passing of information (Zimmerman, 2009, p.157-158). Issues surrounding interpretation of parables is evident when reading Van Eck and Kloppenburg’s article, there can be several different emphases held by different scholars pertaining to the same text, namely Matthew 20 (2015, p.2). To overcome these issues some scholars such as Van Eck and Strong highlight the importance of the context surrounding the parable (2021, p.3). It is important to remember that what may appear to be the signified element of the message to modern readers, may have been completely normal for those in receipt of the parable at the time, and vice versa (Van Eck, 2017, p.167). 
Van Eck explorers the importance of context when studying the parable of the labourers in the vineyard found in Matthew 20. Traditional understanding of this parable focuses on the labourers. The labourers being Gods people and the parable is told to exclude the idea of superiority over one another within Gods kingdom (2015, p.1). The parable can be interpreted with associating the early workers as the Jewish people, Gods chosen, and the latter workers with the gentiles (Van Eck and Kloppenborg, 2015, p.1). The signified message therefor being that all are equal in Gods kingdom as all are paid the same wage. There are however potentially significant socio-scientific contexts that can be overlooked, in particular what would appear abnormal to the readers at the time. When this is considered more questions are left unanswered regarding this parable. The practise of hiring workers was considered normal, who hired the workers however raises question as to who the owner of the vineyard is. It would have been abnormal for the landowner themselves during this time period to go out themselves to hire workers (Van Eck, 2017, p.169). Furthermore the way in which the owner hires his workers raises questions as they would expect a land owner to better understand their own land and crop (Van Eck and Kloppenburg, 2015, p.6-7). Understanding the context therefore provides a different perspective of the landowner being God for instance, not only are all equal in Gods kingdom, but God himself is the one who hires those labourers, a personable God. As found within John 14:9, those who have seen Jesus have seen the farther. 
Jesus himself according to the gospel of Matthew was asked the purpose of his parables (Mattt13:10-17). Jesus’ explanation is one that applies to all methods of understanding parables. They are allegorical, as earlier stated they hold a signified meaning that is purposefully challenging to truly understand. Parables whether adapted from fables, or whether they originated with Jesus were told as the people who whom they were being told to did not understand (Matt13:13). A prophecy proclaimed originally within Issaih (Isa6:9-10).  A prophecy that continued to be true amongst those at Corinth, as found within 1st Corinthians Paul writes ‘The natural person does not accept the things of the spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned’ (1Cor2:14). 
Therefore, a religious person may argue that parables may not be truly understood by those who do not posses the spirit of God. To conclude the parables of Jesus, hold many signified meanings whether interpreted allegorically or within a historical context. This is evident through the many different interpretations of a single parable. They are there in order to convey a story, not always one that directly instructs a hearer to do as they have heard, but the cleverness of the parable may encourage one to do just that (Van Eck and Kloppenburg, 2015, p.10)
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