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Session Themes
1. Introduction to the Student Expedition module and project requirements – session/portfolio/media artefact

2. Overview of location and filming opportunities. Introduction to the Pembrokeshire Coast, Skomer Island, history, wildlife, conservation, legislation, climate, marine conditions, marine wildlife, Marine Nature Reserve. Also include coastline around Broadhaven

3. Expedition Planning considerations, ie basics = transport, accommodation, food/water. Also specialist assistance, location fixing, permissions, health and safety outdoors inc RA's, contingencies, basic and specialist equipment.

4. Wildlife filming techniques theory : basics of filming wildlife, learning about the subject, research, filming and the law, wildlife filming ethics. Equipment required and Shooting techniques, ie camera settings and filming moving subjects, birds, macro, filming behaviour, filming for sequences, framing etc. Introduction to sound recording.

5. Selection of subjects, storylines, styles, AV script and pitching ideas

6. Wildlife Filming techniques practical: Wetland Centre, Llanelli. Photography with Geraint – wildife and landscape. Test equipment and practice techniques.

7. Pitch ideas – editing basics
Expedition Planning (wildlife/ adventure documentary)Pre Production Portfolio FolderSynopsis – Research – Moodboard - AV Script - Shot List - Risk Assessment - Expedition Schedule - Kit List
Remember - Choose you location carefullyLocation is also a character as well as the subject ie presenter, a species, etc
Location is an intrinsic part of the artistic setting of your film
Location should contribute to the production value-  staggering landscapes,  untouched wilderness dramatic urban settings, rich architectural features etc etc
Break it down – Expedition PlanningDetailed level of organisation = Location list to include – scenes, description, times, notes + scheduling days or a single day -  ie SkomerOn Expedition all info provided in an accessible folder (also on drive)Location/ownership· Where is it?
· How to get there?
· Who owns it – is it realistic within budget - if not look elsewhere!!
· Location fees – what will it cost?
· Location fees – additional costs for owner – ie cleaning/ damage (everything has a cost)
Recce/Scout· Do a recce/scout  if possible – depends on budget/available info/contacts etc or hire a scout. There are agencies who have locations or write to proposed site owners. Start scouting close to home and work outwards – contact friends (ie Sundews)
· Scouting kit. Phone /camera/GPS/OS maps/tape measure/AV script
· Take photos/ landscape on your phone not portrait – or video
· Enquire who owns the location – take notes or owner/phone numbers etc
· Check where the sun is and how this will effect filming – make notes of timing/shadows and potential places to film from from, take meaurements if necessary.
· Check access, traffic, noise, safety other factors that may influence the shoot
· Tidal factors if on the coast 
· While there write a RA
Permissions (crucial in order to retain copyright)
· Waivers (giving up a right). Releases (for all appearing in film), permissions in writing
· Location release – get it in writing (name of owner, company, name of production, dates and times, location address, costs agreed – signatures.)
· Crowd release form – (notice in high street)
· Work permits ie Nepal example/dragonflies – all in writing
· Local laws / byelaws
· Ownership Public vs Private property discussion (permits/permissions)
· Restrictions. Ie seasonal, airports, people/wildlifeAccommodation· Where to stay, hotel, B&B, Travelodge, Tent!! (down to budget and team size)
· Parking – important for big shoot / access availability /cost
· How close to the film location
· Costs
· Flexibility
· FacilitiesTransport· How to get there  
· Local Transport
· How to return / evacuate
· Back up plan!Keeping alive – the basics· Food, drink
· Shelter
· Clothing hot/cold etc
· Employing specialists – ie rope work, water safety experts, guides, 
· Your personal fitness – are you up to it – ie filming adventure sports
· Call sheet / RA
Equipment· Choose the correct equipment for the job
· Is it practical for the location ie weight
· Who will carry it? And how will it be carried – rucksack, hard cases
· Prepare for wet / dust / humidity / extreme cold or hot
· Batteries - charging
· Data storage – and back up copies
· Spare parts
· Cleaning kit – dry bags
Staying alive - Health and Safety· Risk Assessment 
· First aid facilities
· Existing medical conditions
· First aid equipment
· Phone numbers for emergency services and contacts
· Call sheet
Insurance· Personal
· Third Party
· EquipmentBudget· Cost forecast everything
· Local currencies
· Back up plan
Other Considerations· Cultural considerations. Language/religion/customs
· Ethics in the wild (environmental considerations)
· Plan B or C or D! Keep your options openTask – 4  filming locationsIdentify – location, how to get there, ownership, permits/permissions, accommodation/food, safety considerations, kit list, contingencies – other issues
1. Taransay – filming Castaway for 1 month (TV). Island off the Isle of Harris – Outer Hebrides. Remember Ben Fogle (crew of 6)
2. Everest base Camp trek ie Shane Williams Everest Rugby challenge (YouTube) (crew of 2)
3. Travel series  - extreme Skiing in Breckonridge  - Rocky Mountains (Travel  (crew of 2). To include heli skiing and drone footage.4. Spring watch – filming otter behaviour, breeding, inside otter holt and underwater. Choose a location of your choice in Wales (1 crew)Kit List (adjust to fit size of production)
Camera – suitable for project. (best you can get) Think about weight!
Spare camera – spare tripod – interchangeable plates
Lens – primes or all in one + adaptors
GoPro
Matt box, ND filters/grads
Batteries, charger
Monitor if required
Tripod, baby legs, tripod plates
Tracking / crane / steadycamSound kit – mics, wind screen, headphones, 2x lavalier mic, hand held mic, radio mic, mixer, boom poleLighting – LED lights, reflector, gelsCarry Kit -  Rucksacks, peli cases, Other – underwater caneras, hides, camouflage, stabilizer, dolly, cleaning kit, repair kit, drybags duck tape, tools (leatherman)

