10 Generating Random Numbers in Python


It can be useful to generate random numbers in a program. 

Random numbers generated by a Python program are not *really* particularly random – they definitely would not be suitable for drawing the National Lottery (for example)! However, for our purposes they are sufficiently random.

Random numbers in Python, like many programming languages, use the current system time as a factor in its choice of random number. 


To generate random numbers, we need to import the random library.

We can use the randint() function to generate as many random numbers as we require.
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As we can see, random numbers have been generated:

[image: ]


The numbers in the brackets refer to the range of the random numbers required, in this case 0 - 5:

random1 = random.randint(0,5)


If we want a number between 10 and 20, we simply put them in the brackets (lowest number first)

random1 = random.randint(10, 20)



Generating float numbers

Sometimes, we might want to generate float numbers. 

To do this we can use the random() function. 
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Random numbers have been generated:
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Python's random() function will always generate a number between 0 and 1.

If we need the number to be positive, we can simply multiply by 10, 100, 1000 etc

For example:
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