An essay on the painting American Gothic by Grant Wood (1930)

I began by analyzing every aspect of the painting by Grant Wood, upon first basic viewing I was immediately intrigued by quite a few things such as: what's is the going on? Why is the painting being created? A question that also came to mind is whether the two people that are in this painting are expressing their expressions in body language or facial expressions. Fo example the woman on our left is creating an almost confused face creating curiosity for the viewer to try and figure as to why she is looking this way as the Grant Wood clearly included it for a reason. To answer this question, I began my research on who the two people in frame are. My research brought me to this website: heimduo.org. (n.d.). Who are the two people in the painting American Gothic? – Heimduo. [online] Available at: https://heimduo.org/who-are-the-two-people-in-the-painting-american-gothic/ [Accessed 14 Oct. 2023]. On this website I discovered that the man on the right is 62-year-old Byron Mckeeby who was Grant’s dentist as for the woman on the left she is simply referred to as Nan, little is known as to the connection of these two people. To this day it is debated whether they are father and daughter or husband and wife.

It was painted in the great depression which was between the years 1929 to 1939 as seen in this article from this website: history.com editors (2009). Great Depression History. [online] History.com. Available at: https://www.history.com/topics/great-depression/great-depression-history. The style of painting is classed as regionalism which means, and I quote from the dictionary: “the theory or practice of regional rather than central systems of administration or economic, cultural, or political affiliation:” which basically means the development of political and economic systems based on loyalty to distinct geographic regions. Now we know who is in the painting and when it was set/created, and what style of art it is. The next question is where he is painting is set. On first inspection there is clearly a house in the background and that tells us rather little as to where it is based so referred to the internet and found this website: anitalouiseart.com. (2022). Why The Painting American Gothic Is Called That? | Anita Louise Art. [online] Available at: https://anitalouiseart.com/why-the-painting-american-gothic-is-called-that/?expand_article=1 [Accessed 15 Oct. 2023]. In one of the first paragraphs, it says the paintings background is based on a real house in Eldon, Iowa. This is also where the name comes from as the house head American gothic windows. An alternative name for the house or another words a common name given to it is Dibble House, the house was built in 1881 to 1882 by Cathrine and Charles Dibble.

So far, we have established who the people are, where it is located, what movement it is a part of. But now I wish to discover why this painting has captured many people including my own eye. In my personal it has a sense of depth while keeping the simplicity of the image, what I mean is the image is simple enough to break down for example you could say its two people one man one woman on either side with neutral expressions standing a few hundred yards from a gothic style house. But then you could argue yes you can say that, but the image has made up for the lack of other details by again creating depth via the facial and body expressions. So, in my conclusive opinion I think that the audience are drawn in by its sense of mystery as it makes you wonder what is going on? It causes you to stand there for multiple hours trying to debunk the meaning of the painting and the hidden key details
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