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This essay focuses on the theme ‘animal habitats’ and links to the six areas of learning and experience and Graham Donaldson’s ‘Successful Futures’ four purposes when teaching in a cross curricular way within Key Stage 2. This theme has been chosen because there is a wide range cover within this topic and it is extremely intriguing, and pupils will be building on previous knowledge and learning and therefore their imagination and participation is increased. Animal habitats is a topic that uses the outdoor environment, this is an enjoyable, positive experience for pupils.

According to Barnes (2015, p.62), “Cross curricular learning occurs when the skills, knowledge and attitudes of a number of different disciplines are applied to a single theme”. Cross curricular teaching has been around for many years but is being developed during the twentieth century.

The first activity chosen for the Year 4 class is for them to create an image of an animal of their choice in its natural habitat using recycled materials to create different textures and patterns. The lesson will be a cross curricular lesson because the pupils will have to include words hanging from their picture to describe the animal’s emotions and feelings in both English and Welsh. This activity links to Graham Donaldson’s four purposes because it is aiming to make pupils ambitious, capable learners who are developing their knowledge and conduct research into topics, this is very important in today’s world because we live in a world that is constantly changing and research often needs to be done into topics (Donaldson,2015, p.31).
The aim for the six areas of learning and experience within the new curriculum is to create specific and robust input to promote the four purposes of the curriculum. When planning, teachers should be thinking of every child’s individual ability within learning and aim to include these areas in everyday activities within the school day (Donaldson, 2015, p.38).
The areas of learning and experience that this activity links to is expressive arts because pupils creative skills are being developed when they are using different types of recycled materials in order to create the animals habitat. Languages, literacy and communication are areas that are being developed because the words added to the image to describe the animal’s feelings and emotions when they are in their habitat will be in Welsh. Science and technology are areas that are being enhanced because pupils will need to research into the science behind the animal’s habitats and why they live in that particular environment and what benefits that has to the animal.
The cross curricular responsibilities are included in this activity because literacy skills are being developed when the pupils are thinking of words to include in their picture. Digital competency is included in this activity because they will need to conduct further research into the animals and their habitats. They will need to be made aware how to protect themselves from online identity theft and learn that information put online leaves a digital footprint (WG,2016).
According to the National curriculum for Wales, at Key Stage 2 in science, pupils should be given the opportunity to build upon skills and knowledge that they have learnt during the Foundation Phase. Pupils should learn the skills to be able to access and select relevant scientific information and use relevant scientific vocabulary (WAG,2013, p.12). The National Curriculum for art and design specifies that pupils during the Key Stage 2 phase should experiment with different materials and resources in order to develop ideas, themes and feelings and that is what they will be doing during this activity (WAG,2013, p.12). 
This activity links to hierarchical cross-curricular learning because it is linking science and art, learning is taking place in both subjects during this activity. It is also linked to interdisciplinary cross-curricular learning, this is when new learning in two subject disciplines are put together to develop a unique product (Barnes,2015, p.273).

The second activity is exploring habitats using a map, the pupils will have to add a symbol to their maps at the point where they see an animal in their habitat in the school grounds. They will also have to write down what animal they saw and how many animals there were and what habitats and natural resources they are found in and why they think the animal lives there. They will be looking at mini beasts, birds living in the trees, and noticing what animals could be in the grounds during the night.

This activity links to Donaldson’s four purposes because it aspires to make pupils ambitious, capable learners because they are interested in what they are learning and willing to explore in order to research into topics (Donaldson,2015, p.29). The six areas of learning and experience associated with this activity are science and technology because the pupils are learning about the habitats that the animals live in and why they live there. This activity also links to humanities because they are developing their map work skills when plotting on the map where the animals were found, they will also be following the map as a route around the school grounds. Literacy is included in this activity because pupils are communicating their ideas and explaining their thinking and discussing their ideas in their groups. Thinking skills are also being used when the pupils are thinking what other animals could be in the school grounds at night and when they are thinking why the animals live in that habitat.

The Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship (ESDGC) theme that this activity links with is the natural environment because animals are part of the environment and pupils are often very interested in real life experiences and therefore this activity will be very engaging for the pupils. According to Estyn pupils have a good understanding of the Natural environment at Key Stage 2 and pupils show appreciation to habitats and living things. (Estyn,2014, p.7).

The geography skills that the pupils will be developing in this activity are using maps, following directions and identifying and locating environments using maps. These are all important skills that young people need to be successful in in today’s World (WAG,2013, p.12). The science skills that the pupils will be developing during this activity are using scientific terminology and evaluating what went well and what could be improved during the school grounds walk when looking at animal habitats (WAG,2013, p.13b). This activity is a continuous provision task because it has necessary resources that will be set up prior to the children starting the lesson, they are making use of the outdoor area and the pupils will be developing their creative thinking because they will be being asked open ended questions throughout this activity to enhance their curiosity and engagement in the activity.

According to Catling and Willy (2010, p.1), geography is a positive, enjoyable experience for pupils when teachers make the lessons engaging and challenge pupils thinking and build upon previous knowledge. Primary school children enjoy hands on learning in an outdoors environment and therefore this activity taking place outdoors in the school grounds will engage pupil’s participation and enthusiasm to learn.

The hierarchal cross curricular method to learning is taken during this activity because there are aspects of two disciplines being taught, science when the pupils are learning about habitats and why that animal lives in that environment and geography when pupils are following maps and plotting on the map where the animal’s habitats were found (Barnes, 2015, p.66).

According to Estyn’s report when they visited primary schools, they realised that there is a variation in the breadth and depth of topics and themes covered. In some schools that they visited the school approach was to learn the same topics and cover different areas and depth of the topics at different year groups and then other schools approach was to cover different topics throughout every school year (Estyn, 2017, p.14).

The benefits of cross curricular teaching are that there is support available for teachers to develop their approach to cross curricular teaching. Cross curricular teaching makes learning relevant and encouraging for pupils and allows children to see the relationships between different subjects. It also means that wider areas of the curriculum can be covered, as one activity can address objectives in a number of areas (Kerry, 2010, p.53). A benefit of cross curricular teaching is that teachers can plan exactly what they are going to be covering and they can target different activities and ways of learning for pupil’s abilities within their class. 

On the other hand, a negative of cross curricular planning is when teachers are planning for cross curricular lessons there is a challenge because there needs to be a balance between teacher led viewpoints of how subjects link and connect and others understanding of those links. A challenge in cross curricular teaching in schools is being able to deliver cross curricular teaching with a whole school approach and there needs to be policies in place that facilitate long term tracking and assessments for learning (Rowley and Cooper, 2010, p.2). Barnes understands that for cross curricular teaching to be successful then teachers need to be enthusiastic and devoted to it being an achievement and they need to work together in order to develop their own creativity (Barnes,2015, p.276). A negative to cross curricular teaching is that in some cases teachers are not up to date with what is happening in the World and therefore their pupils are not learning about these events that are happening. It is important that teachers are up to date with today’s world and are continually building on children’s knowledge and pupils are learning about relevant situations that are happening in the world now which will mean that they are more engaged, and they will be motivated to participate in lessons (Barnes, 2015, p.63). Although, when cross curricular teaching is relevant then it is a success and pupils develop a wide understanding and knowledge. High standard humanities topics and lessons are meaningful to children and improve their learning (Catling,2017, p.358).

Cross curricular teaching makes the curriculum more manageable and easier for teachers to plan lessons for and therefore easier for them to teach. It also gives opportunities for a more creative curriculum which can suit many children. Although if cross curricular lessons are not planned correctly then there is a risk that lessons can lack coherence and can often not cover a wide enough range of the topic.

To conclude, cross curricular teaching is very successful, teachers find it helpful in order to cover many areas of topics, it enables pupils to pull their knowledge of different topics together and apply this to everyday life which is very important and gives pupils the skills they need in today’s world. Cross curriculum teaching is also very good to build upon previous knowledge and gives opportunities for young people to develop subject specific skills and understanding, it offers pupils to make links within their learning and enhances their interpretation of the subject and shows relevance to what they are learning. According to Hosack Janes (2014, p.20), “a cross-curricular approach deepens and secures learning by allowing pupils to demonstrate understanding through using transferable knowledge and skills in a variety of contexts”. The six areas of learning and experience are important and can only improve the quality of cross curricular teaching because it enables progression and teachers can be mindful of individuals pupil’s ability. Cross curricular teaching has been around for many years and has been a success, it is the job of future teachers to maintain that and improve the quality and relevance of topics that pupils are learning in order for pupils to become ambitious capable learners, enterprising creative contributors, ethical informed citizens and healthy confident individuals (Donaldson, 2015,p.29).
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