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Pitch 1:
We played around with the first idea a lot in the beginning. We started with the idea that we could make it a dark comedy, murder mystery kind of film. We had the idea that it could be a kind of AA meeting of a kind, and that the counsellor would be the victim. Then the film would basically be the people in the group trying to figure out who the murderer is. 
We moved away from that because we realised that it was very likely that every group was going to have some kind of murder or horror story as one of their ideas. We still liked the idea of it being some kind of meeting, which is when Benji came with the idea of it being a comedy about a group of kids in a church youth group. We wanted to play around with the stereotypical Christian kids and also have one character that would be the polar opposite of the rest, the chav (Timmy/Benji). With the different characters we came with a few stereotypical Christian archetypes. We had the altar boy (Mark/Tom), the “teacher’s” pet (Bernice/me), the band kid (Joseph/Vinny), and the hyper-sexual black sheep (Deborah/Saule). Then we decided on who was going to be which character and started developing our own characters. We then agreed on some aspects of some of the relationships between some of the characters. Like the fact that it would be something between Mark and Bernice because of the vicar, and that Deborah would have a crush on Joseph. We also wanted to make it into a mockumentary. We wanted to see every character’s different perspective of what was happening. 
When we started developing the idea, we were hoping we would be able to film it in person. When we were thinking of conflicts and scenes for it, we didn’t think much of all the restrictions we would have to face because of covid. Instead, we made an outline for the film and figured we could figure out how to make it Covid-friendly after we knew which of the two ideas would make it into the scripting stage. When it was decided that this was the film we were going for, we changed the idea to be more of a documentary type film, where we talked about the event that had happened instead of showing it unfold.
When we started the writing process, we started with writing an introductory speech for our own character. We used that to get a first draft of a script, and to figure out where different parts should go. When we had a rough start for the film, we tried to figure out an order for the middle and end as well. We all wrote our own parts and helped each other on the way. 
In appendix 1 you will find the original pitch and more about that. I've also done Stanislavski for Bernice: 
https://uowtsd-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/personal/1803096_student_uwtsd_ac_uk/_layouts/15/doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B31bcfaee-c00b-4294-bc22-75d3eadbd3d9%7D&action=edit

Pitch 2:
We figured that it would be a good idea to have a more serious idea as well. So for idea two we leaned towards making a film for a day in the life during lockdown. We figured we could focus on the effect lockdown can have on a person. We thought the best way to really portray it would be if the main character had a hard time settling down in a new environment, so we figured it would be the beginning of first year at uni. 
When we were thinking about different characters, we tried to make it so that it wouldn’t take away from the themes of the film. We figured that the main character would have a hard time finding new people to connect with and that his flatmate and him wouldn’t get along. We also thought it would be a good idea to have him have a best friend from back home, but the friend would like his flatmates and want to spend time with them, so that the main character would end up spending a lot of time alone. We also figured we would make a classmate that the main character wouldn’t particularly like, but since the classmate was the only one who was up for talking to him, he would indulge in the conversation, even though the conversation would be one-sided, with the classmate rambling on about different conspiracy theories. Of course, we still wanted him to connect with someone, so we decided that he would get in contact with a local drug-dealer who he would talk to.
We wanted this film to be more on the serious side, but still relatable. However, we decided, as a group, not to continue with this idea. This is due to the fact that majority of the class liked the “sinners” idea better, which we were happy about because the group also liked that idea better. So, we went on to develop our first idea, because we thought it was a better choice due to the group’s dynamic. Also, due to the current global pandemic we couldn’t meet in person and so our idea to create a performance for this short film was difficult as we couldn’t film with each other.  
In appendix 2 you will find the original pitch:
https://uowtsd-my.sharepoint.com/personal/1803096_student_uwtsd_ac_uk/_layouts/15/doc.aspx?sourcedoc={c089b016-7a8e-414a-9378-351c18099373}&action=edit

The writing process:
After we settled for idea one, we started to write it. We knew what we wanted to happen, but because of covid we had to readjust the idea. We knew we wouldn’t be able to meet up to film it, so the idea of having it be the meeting itself was out. Instead, we decided it would be the characters talking about the event from their own homes. We figured we could have it be a kind of interview, like in documentaries. 
We had a difficult time making the script make sense. In the beginning we were juggling a youth club meeting and a Christian fete, which was proven to be confusing because we would continuously mix the events together and it was difficult to know what happened when. We then decided that we were going to take out the youth club meeting and only have it be the fete to focus on. 
It was quite hard to write the script so that it first of all made sense and second sounded naturalistic. I found it difficult to figure out how to write things for my character without giving too much away, but still manage to give enough away for things to make sense later on. We got a lot of helpful tips from Keiron and he gave us some great writings to work with. During the editing of the script everyone was having a hard time coming up with fun and good stuff that wouldn’t be directly taken from Keiron’s notes for us. But all in all, his notes helped us actually finish the script with the entire group liking the final product. 

Filming process:
The hardest thing about filming it was the fact that I had to direct myself, which became increasingly difficult with each tape because of how similar they were. Another thing that were difficult in the beginning was to just focus on the acting and not on my own face and accent, luckily I got a bit desensitised to that after a while which made it slightly easier to focus on acting, diction and volume. 
The most difficult thing about the filming however was the fact of having to make sure you’ve put the “cameraman” in the right spot. Also the fact that you had to keep in mind that the character would be reacting to whatever the cameraman would be doing and that they were talking to him, even though we were alone while filming. At the same time, it was kind of nice having all the control because when I messed up I didn’t have people there to witness it and I could just delete the mistake. The fact that I was there alone kind of helped me go all out, which is something I found kind of surprising, because I’ve found that most of the time I find it easier to things when I have people to react to and I have people that depend on the fact that I know what I’m doing. 

Filming day: 
The biggest problem I had during the filming day was that I'd run out of storage on my phone. There were times my phone would stop filming midway through and I wouldn’t notice until after I'd finished the set, which was annoying when I thought it was a good run through. Another annoying thing was when I was trying to film the side angle and I would watch through it only to notice that at the very end I go out of frame. It was of course a challenge to get the movements right as well, but that was more of a fun challenge because I had to make sure I was aware of my body language and facial expressions. 
I think the hardest thing about filming it the way we did was making sure to both leave enough space in between lines for the editing and to make sure to keep the energy all the way through. I think it would have been easier if there would have been people around because then you have the pressure of people watching you as you go. It would also have been easier if we got to react to another person’s lines, but I don’t think that would have been the case if we went for this version of the script even if we would have been able to meet in person. 

The viewing of the first draft of Sinners:
It was fun to see how the film turned out with each part in the place of the script it was supposed to be in. I’ve gotten so used to just seeing and hearing my part without interruption. It was also fun to see everyone else’s tapes and see how the characters turned out. I think everyone did a great job and I am very excited to see the final product of the film.
Notes to myself:
I think I should’ve exaggerated Bernice a bit more. Given her even more energy and feeling. Also I think I should have gone all out during her last lines.
The difficult thing about the whole filming process was the fact that during filming day you could only compare yourself to previous tapes, which made it difficult to match the energy of everyone else. It’s easy to look back now, after seeing how the tapes are next to each other, and see what could have been done better. But when you only have the previous tapes, where the energy wasn’t as present, to look at, the tape that was sent in to be used in the short film was definitely my best one.
	
	
	 of 



