Introduction:
Good morning, my name is Charis Brooks, and I will be talking about the importance of multilingualism and bilingualism.
There are many definitions of bilingualism. 
· Naldic, 2011 states that composing a singular definition of bilingualism is difficult since there are many states of a bilingual person. Being bilingual can mean the ability to converse in multiple dialects but not write. It can also mean being completely fluent in a different language. There is not one prominent definition as it is open to interpretation.
Opposingly
· Devarakonda,2013 puts forward the idea that bilingualism is composed of stages. The theorist titles this theory “simultaneous bilingualism” stage one is where the speaker blends two dialects, Stage two is where words are isolated from each language and stage three is where the speaker gets to be more overwhelming in one dialect more than the other
Alternatively
· Baker, 2011 puts forward a different theory called sequential bilingualism. This is where a child explores one language in the beginning and later becomes more confident in a second language. He also mentions informal and formal acquisition. Informal acquisition is where a child is conversing generally in a new language and formal acquisition is where a child becomes more confident and fluent in a language.
 
 
 
 
 
 
Benefits of bilingualism and/or multilingualism
Baker 2011 states that bilingualism is a valuable linguistic tool. Baker also brings attention to an idea called codeswitching. This is where one language is mixed with another. This is extremely beneficial when having to communicate in a group consisting of multiple dialects. However, Bright and Filippi, 2019 state that Some educators advise parents to raise their children as monolinguals making it difficult for parents to know if they should raise their children bilingually.
Bilingual children are not exposed to both languages all the time. In some scenarios children only require one language. Furthermore, Children have to ‘juggle’ two ‘competing’ languages and while using one language, they must ignore the other. If they are speaking in one language but feel more confident in another then they must continue to converse in the chosen dialect states Thomas 2018 regardless of their preference.
According to Jessica, Muna and Tanya , no date 43% of the world's population is bilingual. Without nearly half of the world population being bilingual there would be major problems with trade, healthcare and work. 
Ngai, 2013 focuses on the importance of raising the bilingual generation. He says that bilingualism can reinforce the vitality of little towns and rural communities by building a distinctive sense of place. However, Thomas 2018 states that children Often must move from one language to another meaning the brain is working extremely hard. This makes it harder for bilingual children to process information as opposed to a monolingual child.
 
Article 13 of the UNCRC stipulates that the child shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall include freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any other media of the child's choice.
 

 


Welsh as an Additional Language/English as an Additional Language
•Article 7 – You have the right to a name and a nationality;
•Article 8 – You have the right to an identity;
•Article 30 - If you come from a minority group you have the right to enjoy your own culture, practice your own religion and use your own language.
 
“English as an additional language (EAL) refers to learners whose first language is not English. The learner may already be fluent in several other languages or dialects, which is why the term English as a second language (ESL or E2L) is inappropriate…”
(Ofsted, 2013, p.2)
EAL in Education (NALDIC, 2012) What does a learner need to do?
 Children must engage in learning through the curriculum and follow the flow of the classroom whilst going through the scary process of learning to socialise with children in an unfamiliar environment and language.
Welsh Government, 2014
•Learn their social language first;
•Takes longer to learn academic language.
•Lack of awareness and standard practice in schools for WAL children;
•No standard WAL-specific assessment framework.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are many ways in which children become confident in a new language, there is operant conditioning, the immersion method, the Dual language approach.
Skinner and Pavlov 
Operant conditioning refers to constant repetition as seen by the practioner in part one whereby they are singing in English in Welsh and repeating the English again. Repetition is key for enabling linguistic development and connections.
 
Immersion method- 
•. Gorrara et al. (2020, p. 72-73) “Today, Wales is seen as an example of best practice in using language immersion methods in education to 'offset' the decline of minority languages. Immersion programmes provide a good opportunity for those who do not speak Welsh at home to learn and be taught in the language alongside those who speak Welsh at home, so that new speakers are gained, and the foundations are laid for a dynamic, developing and inclusive idea of bilingualism that is accepted as standard.”
Dual language approach “a strategic bilingual approach”; (Harris, 2017)
•Code-switching – alternating between 2 languages;
•Targeted translation – specific terms translated as they are taught;
•Translanguaging – blending 2 languages together.
•Enables children to embrace cultural awareness and diversity;
•Improves children’s communication skills;
•Retain their identity;
•Boosts self-esteem;
•Empowers children. 
 
Eric Lenneberg •Language acquired during a ‘critical period’;
•Critical age hypothesis; Begins during early years and ends at puberty. This means children need to be learning languages during this period.
Language Attrition (Schmid, 2016)
•Progressive loss of language due to lack of use; Difficulty in remembering frequently used words; First language is prominent.
 
•Maslow - Hierarchy of Need; Bronfenbrenner’s Ecology Model; Bandura - Social Learning Theory.
 

 
Brain development
Bilingual newborns can differentiate between 2 languages hours after birth.
Kuipers and Thierry, 2015 state that Bilingual children have enhanced phonological awareness and a greater ability to learn new phonemes.
In addition to this Hofman, 2020 explains how bilinguals have increased connectivity in Maturation of auditory cortex linked to language learning. They are also better at language production and processing in addition to their increased comprehension ability.
Hofman, 2020 also puts forward the idea that Broca’s area where Information from Wernicke’s area travels to controls the speech production and muscles which are influenced by the volume of grey matter. He states that bilinguals have much more grey matter than monolinguals and this is why bilinguals learn at a faster and more efficient rate.
 
 
 
 
 

 


Divergent thinking
Guilford 1967 Related the properties of divergent thinking with four primary characteristics:
 
Fluency - capacity to quickly create a huge number of thoughts or arrangements to an issue;
 Flexibility - the capacity to consider a variety of approaches to an issue at the same time;
 Elaboration - the capacity to think through the points of interest of an thought and carry it out;
 Originality - the propensity to create thoughts diverse from those of most other individuals.
 
Hoffman and Russ, 2012 state that play facilitates the development of divergent thinking skills such as cognitive processes in play include divergent thinking. Additionally, Children who exhibit more imagination in pretend play tend to be better divergent thinkers.
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