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Assignment 1
This essay will focus on the statement ‘Don’t blame the victim ’while considering current theories of crime. Throughout the assignment, it will explain victimization, show statistics on prostitution, and show why we should not blame victims. Also, it will investigate how other countries view prostitution, such as Sweden. It will in addition highlight how sex trafficking can lead to prostitution.  It will show the mental and physical risk of prostitution and then how power and control over an individual who is forced into prostitution. It will investigate how children with adverse children experiences (ACEs), can be drawn into prostitution from an early age.
Prostitution is a sexual act that engages in a commercial environment or mercenary sex. The word prostitution does not refer to commercial sex, and it also has a negative connotation that is labelled by society (Ebenstein, A.2014). Prostitution is the exchange of sex or services for financial gain or benefits. However, it is better viewed as an institution allowing power and control of others (O'Connell Davidson, J. 2001).
Former research has shown that there is not only a one-way path into prostitution, but also it is known that men and women from every education level and background are involved in the sex industry (Kennedy, M.A. et al. 2007). However, there is a correlation between specific causes and barriers. Some are homeless, sexual abuse, running away from home, time in the care sector and a lack of or poor education. It can be said that women and men can feel powerless, isolated, and excluded whilst in the sex industry (Street Light UK. 2015). 
If one looks at prostitution from a civil libertarian class, prostitution is a victimless crime. Therefore, they believe that it should be legalized. Civil libertarians also think that women can choose to do this type of work. They also highlight that it is paternalistic for the British government to limit an individual's liberty (De Marneffe, P. (2009). However, feminists disagree with civil libertarians because feminists have strong anti-prostitution views. Liberal and radical feminism both disagree regarding prostitution in relation to public reform. Within the discussion, Beran, K. (2012) stated 'When the state legalizes prostitution, to me, it is legalized rape''. The feminist community has been debating prostitution, and it can be argued that prostitution has an implicit philosophical and moral autonomy regarding power and gender. 
In Wales and England, there were 368 offences of soliciting for prostitution (Statista. n.d.).  Street Light UK showed that 105,000 individuals in the United Kingdom have been involved in prostitution (Street Light UK.2015).  Psychologists think the long-term harm that happens due to prostitution can have a significant impact, they have compared it to rape or violence, and those involved in prostitution will have PTSD (Street Light UK. 2015). 
CSEW has stated that 26% of women and 17% of men aged 16-59 have experienced non-sexual and domestic violence. Also, 17% of women and 2% of males have been sexually assaulted at least once from the age of 16. CSEW has also said that 4% of women and 1% of males have experienced a different type of sexual assault. CSEW has estimated that 5% of women have suffered sexual assault. If this is compared with the data from above, you can see that an individual who is an escort will be at a higher likelihood of sexual assault (Newburn, T. 2017).
The term victimology is often known as considered a subfield of criminology. These different fields do not have much in common victimology is the study of victims and the aetiology of victimization.Victimology is a science. It will use scientific method to answer a question (Introduction to Victimology. 2018).
There are different forms of victimization one of which is violence that is directed towards prostitution. It is estimated that those that are involved with prostitution are 15- 20 more times likely to be killed than any other women who are in the same age group. In the United Kingdom, over 70 women in the United Kingdom who have been reported for being killed or missing ( Matthews, R. 2015).
Another form of victimization is child abuse, and it is known that women and men have had personal experiences of violence during their time in prostitution. They will have experienced violence and abuse as a child, creating an ACE in their lifetime (Farley M, 2003). Research has suggested that women that have been abused as a child vary considerably. It is believed that the proportion of children who have experienced child abuse is 3 to 5%, which has led them to become escorts (Cawson P, Wattam C, Brooker S, et al, 2000).
If one compares feminist victimology in the past, little or no attention to women was paid in such aspects as rape, sexual assault and violence. During the 1970s, there was a move forward in psychical and intellectual areas (Newburn, T. 2017)
Women who are involved in prostitution are among the highest victimized group within society—some groups’ views present this as a non-victim crime. Prostitution can be grouped into multiple forms of victimization. Prostitution is often not considered suitable victims by authorities, and it can often not be considered suitable victims by authorities. It can often be that those who have been victims of sex trafficking are poorly treated. There are many types of victimization: humiliation directed towards escorts (Matthews, R. 2015).
The issue that can be argued against victimization is the extent to which women participate in prostitution as they can give their full consent when providing sexual services for payment (Matthews, R. 2015). In the United Kingdom, the exchange of finances for sexual services for money within the UK is legal; this is different for Northern Ireland, in which it is illegal to pay for sexual services. There are legal actions that come under the sexual offences Act 2003, and they are that a person cannot be soliciting sex in a public environment and within their car and pay for a sexual act if the person is being forced into the act, owing a brothel that one or more people are using. Pimping a person in which they will not receive financial gain. Then if the man or woman is being forced into the act, this will come under the modern slavery legislation (Legislation.gov.uk. 2012). 
The lover boy is a method that is a known theory. It entails that the so-called lover boy will seduce a person who can become a vulnerable individual. They will then do this over a long duration of time. The aim is to exploit individuals in the sex industry. However, the person who uses this technique will use a more modern perspective. They will use power and control through violence, mental abuse or blackmail. It has been known that social media in the digital age has allowed the perpetrator to have a Browder reach to the victims through such apps as Facebook, Instagram, only fans and many more (Veiligheid, M. van J. en, 2019). 
65% of women and girls are trafficked on a global macro scale, and it has been discovered that 90 percent of women are trafficked for sexual exploitation. In the current climate, it has also been revealed that since the war between Russia and Ukraine has had a 300% increase in escort services that use Ukraine escorts. The demand has created an incentive for traffickers to recruit and then exploit the victims (UN Women – Headquarters. n.d.). 
Gaslighting is the action of manipulating others to create doubt within themselves or question their safety (Johnson, V. E., Nadal, K. L., Sissoko, D.et al, 2021).
Whether or not consent is present, most legislation will look at prostitutes as the victims, attaching shame to the victimized (Roces, 2009). Radical feminists debate that consenting to prostitution is impossible, and other groups view prostitutes as blameless, irresponsible individuals who have no control over what happens in their lives (Phoenix, 2000; Sullivan, 1995). Women that have been previously sexually abused will identify as a victim. This can impact their life negatively and may result in prostitution because it is the only skill, they know in the aspect of how to be used and abused in a sexual manner (Phoenix, 2000, pp. 50).
Among individuals who have suffered loss and those who have been labelled victims, preserve the highest degree of social concern. But just when is an individual a victim and when not is the question? Although nearly anyone can be a victim of almost anything in the modern world, the term victim is being used more as a persuasive manoeuvre for soliciting support rather than descriptive. Bayley, J.E. (1991) says ‘Individuals are victims if and only if they have suffered a loss or significant reduction in their well-being or undeservedly and within a manner that they were helpless to prevent the loss’.
Prostitution can be discussed as a victimless crime or a crime without a complainant. Victimless crime can be placed in categories such as vagrancy, gambling, pornography, and prostitution.  A prostitute and her client are involved in a jointly agreed-upon relationship, it can be said that neither party feels any need for the services or interference of the governmental authorities. Whereas a relationship between a homeowner and burglar may require the interference of the local authorities. Those who refer to the prostitute as a victim do so in a nonlegal sense (James, J., Lee, L (1982).
Many adversaries of sex work recognize the harm that results from criminalizing sex workers. A system which supports criminalizes anyone participating within the business but not sex workers themselves. This type of criminalization can be known as the Swedish and Nordic model, this model tries to end the need for sex work while treating escorts as victims rather than criminals. This model is trying to break through the stigma against sex workers, leading to discrimination in within social services, housing, and health. This does not focus on the fundamental problem of criminalization. This model is trying to drive sex work underground and pushing sex workers away from safety and services. Abolitionists do not believe prostitution to be about sex or sexual identity, but instead, a one-sided exploitative exchange ingrained in male power. They also think the progressive solution to the sex trade is assisting women exiting the industry and criminalizing those demanding it. Within Sweden, where the law criminalizing the overall demand and decriminalizing of those selling sex has been in place since 1999, there has been a societal change in attitudes among residents, with around 80% supporting the government’s approach to slow down prostitution. When people think of prostitutes, most people think of a woman which has had a ‘bad’ up bringing or traumatic past which has resulted in drug dependency and people will always think of a woman wearing high heels and a short skirt on a darkened street in a dangerous part of a city. This stereotypical image is mainly informed by widespread social media, cultural and media representations of sex workers. Socially conservative politicians, religious groups, and certain branches of feminism will have played a significant role in perpetuating the stereotype and reinforcing the stigma endured by sex workers (Bindel, J. 2017). 
‌Sprankle, etal (2017) states ‘Sex workers have reported a history of stigma associated with their identity and labour, which has resulted in numerous barriers to justice, social services, and healthcare. The current study aimed to experimentally investigate the effects of sex work stigma on observers’ victim blame and empathy toward sexual assault survivors’. 
On one hand, sex work is portrayed as a criminal offence which some may feel like it needs to go through the criminal justice system. On the other hand, sex workers, especially females are portrayed as victims because of the lifestyle they have. This creates major debate with the local communities. How can a victim become a criminal? Organizations portray sex workers as victims. Some people perceive sex workers as immoral, sex-loving, and consensual criminals because it is their choice to have this lifestyle. Humanity Activity (ND) argues ‘Others only focus on sex workers as oppressed victims of internal and external factors in which they did not have any agency. The judicial system, however, views any sex worker as a criminal and disregards any circumstantial factors. Current legislations on prostitution/sex work are based on set moral values and criminalize rather than facilitate alternative’.
[bookmark: _Hlk129761144]Men and women involved in prostitution will eventually have to deal with the issues that can occur with prostitution; the effects of prostitution can be dissociation disorder, long-term psychological harm, substance abuse and eating disorders, and many more (Street Light UK.2015). 
Victim blaming is a false belief or attempt to blame from the perpetrator of the crime. Victim blaming can have severe effects on victims that have sexual violence. Most victims find that they do not want the experience. This could be because they will not be believed or blamed for the action of the other person (Rowe, E. 2020).
To conclude that prostitution is not a black-and-white idea. It incorporates a multitude of different theories. It has also been influenced by the rise of the internet, social media, feminism and other groups and by politicians. Also, how prostitution can be blamed by society on a macro scale, the evidence that prostitution is a complex issue requires more research due to its many layers, such as how it links in human trafficking and modern slavery. 
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