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Discuss the importance of children safeguarding policies and procedures in the UK and comment on two high profile safeguarding cases in the last 20 years

    What is safeguarding
 
Safeguarding is protecting children from harm and neglect. Making sure children are growing and developing effectively. Preventing impairment of their health and development, protecting children from any type of abuse or neglect. Harming a child is ill-treatment of their health and development.
Each week at least one child will die as a result of neglect. It is estimated that every year, roughly 350,000 UK children are living in poverty. The main types of abuse that occur are Physical, Sexual, Neglect and Emotional. Inflicting harm or failing to prevent harm is a sign or form of abuse towards a child. Sometimes this can be a person the child knows or a stranger. Childhood abuse is based on laws designed to protect children from harm. A child is defined as a young person age 16 years and younger. Child abuse can be easily hidden from view, not always acknowledging the events that are taking place. Sometimes emotional and physical abuse are harder to detect. There is a rough estimate but not accurate.
Social factors can play a major part in the safeguard of a child. 
For instance
· Poverty
· Family financial struggles
· No place to call home or security
· Loss of family support
· Change in family members
· Substance abuse
· Family illness

Sexual Abuse is forcing a child to take part in sexual activities including prostitution whether or not the person is aware of what is happening. Sexual attraction to a child is called a PAEDOPHILE. Children are their preferred object or a sick fantasy for sexual engagement.

Question to consider…
1. How was the child injured?
2. When did this accident occur?
3. Are there any other illnesses?


The reason beyond my control paedophile's brains, abnormally get excited and become attracted to a child rather than an adult. This supports evidence that human beings process faces according to sexual orientation.

A possible indicator of sexual abuse
· Genital irritation
· Urine infections
· Inappropriate sexual behaviours
· Lack of trust towards others especially adults
· Clinginess
· Bad attitude
· Crying all the time.

Neglect is the failure to meet any child's basic human rights, that leads to serious impairment of a child’s health and ability to thrive. This can be food, clothing, shelter, love, general hygiene, medical needs and education. The child is dirty, tired, hungry, scruffy, and resources are not provided for the child is signs of abuse. We may see signs of abuse differently as it comes in so many different forms. Neglect can come from substance abuse during pregnancy. Teachers end up noticing neglectful regular patterns with a child and their siblings. A health visitor may see a child regular with nappy rashes and soars. Social workers can visit properties that are dirty along with empty cupboards and empty fridges. These are signs that a child or children are being neglected and need an intervention. This is a failure in not providing necessary medical or mental health treatment. (Handout, n.d.)

Emotional Abuse is continually criticising, and intimidating, causing the child to be frustrated or in danger, and inappropriate expectations for their age. The failure to meet a child’s emotional needs. Emotional needs can lead a child or young person to lack confidence, feel worthless, suffer from anxiety, fear, guilt, anger, self-harm and the inability to concentrate. Showing signs of constant illnesses, mood swings, aggression and sometime the child may seem nervous


Physical Abusing a child or a young person is without a doubt deliberately wanting to hurt or harm a child physically. Department of Education 2018 and the Department of Health 2017 state that bruises, broken bones, burns and cuts are all forms of physical abuse, resulting from various techniques that include drowning, shaking, hitting and kicking. Methods that are intent and not accidental.
Fabricated illnesses can be a form of physical abuse. When a parent deliberately induces a child's illness. Also, not all bumps and bruises can mean a child is suffering abuse, as children do sometimes have accidents. You may notice elbows, knees and chins having cuts and bruises, which can be accidental but there are several signs to look out for. Bruises on the head, neck back and buttocks and bruising showing signs of blood. (NSPCC Learning, 2022)

Forms of physical abuse toward a child

· Illnesses
· Poisoning
· Suffocation
· Hitting
· Kicking
· Shaking
· Drowning
· Beating
· Punching
· Pushing
· Burning
 
The above list is some types of physical abuse against a child. Look out for bruises, cuts and grazes, burns and pinch marks.



Policies and Procedures
Child protection is the responsibility of social workers, they work in an integrated care team alongside health workers, the police and other local professionals. Not all but some investigations can lead to a criminal offence, as the crime committed is not in the best interest of the child. Children are referred to Children Services for many reasons.
An integrated care team will work closely to investigate all concerns raised and the best outcome to safeguard the young individual.
The Department of Education has a role to gather specific data on any child that comes to the attention of children's services, addressing the support that is lawfully required.

When a referral is made to children's services, the local authority has a duty of care to decide on the appropriate action required through a thorough assessment under section 47 of the children act 1985 will indicate further steps to safeguard the wellbeing of the child. All factors are considered if deem necessary a child can be placed on the Child Protection Plan for at least five years. There are several support services available for victims of child abuse. Childline is a free service for children and young people based in the Uk. It’s a counselling service for children to feel free to talk about anything. Childline prides itself on its confidentiality service, but there may be circumstances where the child requires direct help or is in a life-threatening situation. Then it is a priority for other referrals to intervene for the safety of the child. Child abuse referral can be done through police intervention or court order, where there is a likely hood of serious harm. Social Workers (The Local Authority), the Police and the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC), have the power and protection to act on safeguarding the child. Different approaches and strategies amongst the team will be looked at to provide the right outcome. (Meghan, 2020)
When a child is vulnerable and showing signs of neglect, showing you understand will make the child comfortable. Inform the designated person as soon as possible. Never make promises you can not keep and avoid being judgemental.
Professional careers are DBS checked and fully aware of child protection, safeguarding policies and procedures.

If you feel concerned about a child's safety you should report any concerns, however small or big they may seem. Do not dismiss the concerns and always follow up.


Victoria Climbie was abused and tortured by her great aunt Marie-Therese Kouao and the aunt boyfriend Carl John Manning.
On January 12th 2001 the pair were convicted of her murder. She was forced to sleep in a bath with her hands and feet tied up behind her. She was unable to go to the toilet, having no choice but to lay in her urine and faeces and had to eat food, just like how a dog would eat.
Dr Lesley Alsford the consultant that was responsible for her care at the time when she was admitted to the hospital. Describe that he witnessed the worse case of child abuse in his career. The little girl was deeply malnourished, deformed and bruised, that her temperature could not be recorded on the hospital thermometer because it was too low. (laming, 2003)
The little girl Victoria Climbie was tortured to death for months. Child services along with the community failed to safeguard her. Many child protection laws have been updated and many changes have been made, but not enough as children are still suffering and losing their lives from neglect. (Anon., n.d.)
Social workers failed to intervene and save her life. There is no doubt that mistakes were made. Communication breakdown. She fell through the child protection net. Upon reading this case, many workers stressed that they had a lack of understanding of their roles and confusion about their responsibilities. Information got misled and staff shortages played a part. Witnesses described that policies were ignored and out of date so procedures were not followed. (Community Care The heart of your social care career, 2002)
Social services, the police and the NHS all had a part to play in Victoria Climbie's death. Victoria Climbie's parents sent her to this country to have a better life. The parents had to face gruesome detail of how their daughter suffered at the hands of her aunty and the aunty's 28-year-old boyfriend Carl Manning. The young girl was treated worse than a dog. Victoria Climbie's mother Mrs Climbie has said that her daughter was smart and bubbly a little star in her eyes.
Each time Victoria would move between Ealing and Brent Social Services, two different hospitals and the police but always return to her abusers. Can you believe social workers had concerns with Victoria Climbie's physical appearance and her relationship with carl manning? But nothing was done. Brent's social services received many anonymous referrals but continued to drag their feet. Nothing was thoroughly investigated. Many failures between the metropolitan police, social services and the hospital. (The Guardian, 2001)

Baby P born Peter Connelly had bright blue eyes and blond shining hair. He was abused by his mother Tracey Connelly. March 2006, he died at 17 months old from the injuries he sustained. Both his mother and her boyfriend would torture him, but the system continued to fail him. Baby p was admitted to the hospital several times and the mother was arrested. The social worker, the metropolitan police and health professionals were all involved in the baby's case before he died. The examination concluded that baby p had suffered more than 50 injuries over 8 months. How can they have missed obvious warmings to save the child’s life? The court heard that a rottweiler would be encouraged to attack the little boy and that they would repeatedly chock baby p until he turned blue. (Micallef, 2022)
Ultimately, he was born into a nightmare of abuse and neglect. He suffered a broken back, a ripped ear, blackened fingers nails, skin torn from his nose and mouth, cuts on his neck and a missing tooth. The system neglected baby p. Peter had been seen over 60 times by professionals and no one intervened, just like Victoria Climbie, the system failed them both. (Anthony, 2009)
Child protection failures are because of poor practice by health professionals, social workers, police and lawyers. The child was looked upon over 60 times, and seen by professionals, but agencies did not follow protocols to save baby p life even though he was on the child protection register. Few professionals challenged the mother's account regarding the injuries. Professionals were blinded by Baby p Mother as she would openly take baby p to the doctors when he was ill. Mistakes were not highlighted and failure to identify the abuse and neglect. (Lombard, 2008)






















References
Anon., n.d. Safeguarding and child protection. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.sacpa.org.uk/2022/04/25/failures-of-the-child-protection-system-observer-editorial/#:~:text=Twenty%20years%20ago%2C%20Britain%20was%20confronted%20with%20the,the%20professionals%20who%20investigated%20her%20death%20had%20seen.
[Accessed 05 august 2022].
Anthony, A., 2009. Baby P: born into a nightmare of abuse, violence and despair, he never stood a chance. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/society/2009/aug/16/baby-p-family
[Accessed 05 august 2022].
Community Care The heart of your social care career, 2002. analysis of how professions failed to communicate in Victoria Climbie case. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.communitycare.co.uk/2002/02/21/analysis-of-how-professions-failed-to-communicate-in-victoria-climbie-case/
[Accessed 05 august 2022].
Handout, n.d. Childhood neglect improving outcome for children. [Online] 
Available at: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/268884/h11_introduction_to_definitions.pdf
[Accessed 4 august 2022].
laming, l., 2003. The Victoria Climbie inquriy , s.l.: s.n.
Lombard, D., 2008. community care the heart of your social care career. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.communitycare.co.uk/2008/11/12/baby-p-poor-practice-caused-protection-failure/
[Accessed 05 august 2022].
Meghan, 2020. Child neglect in England and Wales: year ending March 2019. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/childneglectinenglandandwales/yearendingmarch2019
[Accessed 04 august 2022].
Micallef, E. L. M. M. C., 2022. National outcry what happen to baby p. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/4567187/baby-p-killers-tracey-connelly-steven-barker-jason-owen/
[Accessed 06 august 2022].
NSPCC Learning, 2022. Protecting children from physical abuse. [Online] 
Available at: https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-abuse-and-neglect/physical-abuse
[Accessed 04 august 2022].
The Guardian, 2001. Social Services failures in climbie case. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/society/2001/sep/26/1
[Accessed 06 august 2002].












