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	Student name: Megan Evans

	Proposed Title: Teachers and teaching assistants attitudes and views towards gender differences surrounding ADHD within a classroom.

	What is the purpose of your proposed project? (please list the main aims and objectives)
· Explore whether the professionals (teachers and TA’s) working with children with ADHD recognise the gender differences which have been widely researched.
· Explore the attitudes and viewpoints of teachers and TA’s on whether / how they believe ADHD presents differently based on the gender of the students.
· Investigate how the gender differences in ADHD effect the children’s educational journey, including, attainment, behaviour, social aspects based upon the teachers and TA’s past experiences / observation. 
· Highlight potential ideas from the teachers and TA’s of how to overcome any issues which may arise due to gender differences of ADHD (if any), e.g. girls not receiving the appropriate support and interventions due to masking, etc.

	Background literature Please briefly outline why you feel this research is necessary, what psychological theory is being used and what empirical evidence has informed this proposal. 
The global prevalence of ADHD in children is estimated to be around 5%, with the statistics being higher in boys than girls, (National Institute for Health and Care Excellence, 2023).  Research has highlighted the gender differences of ADHD, stating that it will present differently in boys and girls (Skogli et al., 2013). Journal articles and research have explored these differences and concluded that it will have an effect on the child’s learning and academic journey within the classroom (Kamal et al., 2021). However, it is key to note that there is a gap in the research surrounding teachers and teaching assistants viewpoints on these gender differences, suggesting that although there is research surrounding the matter, it is widely focussed on the psychology side rather than being based of experience and observation. Therefore, this is the reason behind this proposed research, interviews with teachers and teaching assistants will give a different, more in-depth perspective from those who work with these children on a daily basis. The research which is being proposed will build upon current literature and studies, like the ones referenced above, which highlight the gender differences of ADHD within the classroom. There is wide, comprehensive selection of journal articles which highlight the differences in the way of which ADHD presents in the genders, suggesting girls often display the inattentive aspects, whereas boys show the hyperactive characteristics (DuPaul et al., 2006). Therefore, this article will build on the literature and journal articles which are available, whilst taking a different qualitative approach, which will be the use of interviews with professionals (teachers and TA’s) who work with the children on a daily basis. Meaning the research should be well informed, as research suggests that teachers and specifically TA’s know the children well, through experience and also observations (Unison, 2013).  

	Proposed methodology: Please briefly describe your intended study design (type of design and what you are planning to do with/to your participants) including who you expect your participants to be and how you propose to recruit them
The intended study will use a qualitative approach, through the use of interviews. It is intended that the number of participants will be between 8-10, all of whom are teachers or teaching assistants working within a primary school setting. In terms of recruiting the participants, the plan is recruit them through two main contacts (an assistant head and a teacher) whom are known to the researcher, working in two different schools both, although they are both within the South Wales location. The participants will be expected to engage in an interview, likely to be over zoom, for convenience purposes. The interview will be designed to have open-ended questions, which will allow the participants to give as much detail as possible, although prompts will be available, to ensure enough information is retrieved from the interviews. The questions will be based upon their experiences and attitudes of the genders differences of ADHD within the classroom and the children who they have / are working with. Transcripts of the interviews will be used to analyse the data through the use of thematic analysis, as this will allow the researcher to note key themes, and sub themes, whilst also recognising whether there are any common ones or similarities across the intended 8-10 interviews. 

	Main Ethical considerations: Please briefly outline the main ethical considerations of your proposed research and how you think you will take this into account in the design and conduct of your study.
The proposed research will adhere to BERA, to ensure all those involved in the research are protected and are not at risk of any harm. Some of the main ethical considerations of the proposed study will be initially receiving informed consent from all participants, whilst also informing them that they are able to withdraw from the study during any part of the research. As mentioned within the methodology section, the interviews are intended to be carried out virtually on a programme, such as zoom. Conducting these interviews virtually will mean that the researcher will not have to meet the individuals one-on-one, which could potentially create an unsafe environment for the research and participants and this is therefore eliminated by completing the interviews online. It is important that the recordings of these interviews are only available to the researcher and that they can not be accessed by the public, and GDPR guidelines will be adhered to, in order to ensure this. The interviews should be designed in a sensitive way to ensure no questions could cause unnecessary harm or upset to the participants. Also, it is important to note that at no time during the research should any of the participants or any individuals they discuss be recognisable to those whom have access to the research article, anonymity and confidentiality will be upheld at all stages to protect the participants. 

	What are the expected outputs from this project in relation to meeting the criteria of being an applied research project in your chosen area.
· An expected output from this research project is that a systematic literature review will be complete to analyse the available literature and articles surrounding the topic area of gender differences in ADHD.
· Primary data will be collected by the researcher through the use of qualitative interviews, in order to give an insight into the attitudes and viewpoints of teachers and TA’s surrounding the gendered differences of ADHD. 
· Thematic analysis will be used to analyse the qualitative data which has been gathered by the researcher, to identify any common themes throughout the different interviews.
· The results will be reviewed and interprets from the research to come to conclusions based upon the findings. 

	Please provide five key references to support your proposal
Skogli, E., Teicher, M., Andersen, P., Hovik, K., & Oie, M. (2013). ADHD in girls and boys – gender differences in co-existing symptoms and executive function measures. BMC Psychiatry, 13, 1-5. http://doi.org/10.1186/1471-244X-13-298 

Kamal, M., Al-Shibli, S., Shahbal, S., & Yadav, S. (2021). Impact of attention deficit hyperactivity disorder and gender differences on academic and social difficulties among adolescents in Qatari schools. Qatar Med J, 1, 1-9. http://doi.org/10.5339/qmj.2021.11 

National Institute for Health and Care Excellence. (2023). ADHD: How common is it? https://cks.nice.org.uk/topics/attention-deficit-hyperactivity-disorder/background-information/prevalence/#:~:text=The%20global%20prevalence%20of%20attention,diagnosed%20in%20boys%20than%20girls. 

DuPaul, G., Jitendra, A., Tresco, K., & Junod, R. (2006). Children with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder: Are there gender differences in school functioning? School Psychology Review, 35, 292-308. http://doi.org/10.1080/02796015.2006.12087993

Unison. (2013). TheEvident Value of Teaching Assistants. https://www.skillsforschools.org.uk/media/1075/unison-evident-value-of-tas.pdf 


	Feedback from Part II Team: 


















2

2

