SJEQ 7003 Student: 1001571	Assignment 3: Is Britain a Nation of Lazy Scroungers?
According to Randeep Ramesh’s report on 24 April 2013, ‘Is Britain a Nation of Lazy Scroungers,’ he concurs that the evidence that the Government has based its findings on, do not reflect in the figures they have portrayed, in fact, the figures used from the Department of Work and Pensions, disprove what they say in their strategic progress report. The Government had revealed that ‘one million people are fit for work, and who have been on benefits for three years. The actual figures show that the majority of those one million people, were those that were receiving benefit for being unable to work due to ill-health.
Ultimately, the intention of the strategy was to change the welfare system to reduce its welfare bill, the Conservative leader in 2011, David Cameron had already suggested that this was going to happen, indeed he stated that, ‘the more you work, the better off you will be.’ (David Cameron, 2011, BBC News, 2011), this resulted in the new Welfare Reform Act (2012). 
The Government have consistently reiterated that being on benefits is detriment to society and that since the recession and implementation of austerity we should all make work pay, ‘we are all in this together’, is the slogan the conservatives continued to use in its campaigns, (Ipswich Conservatives, 2011), whilst in contrast, the wealthier population of Britain were seeking off shore accounts to avoid the tax man. (De Vries, and Reeves, 2017). The scandal that was called the Panama papers (Watt and Pegg, 2016) leaked information that involved high ranking and global leaders that had used these off- shore accounts. It had stated, British companies had used off- shore accounts and included David Cameron’s own father. David Cameron was asked, ‘if the family money was still kept in a secretive off shore fund in Panama?’, he answered that this was a ‘…private matter,’ until he was further pushed into providing more information and revealing that his father did have off shore accounts and that he had benefitted from the fund. In addition to this there was also questions being asked, concerning a £200,000 payment from his mother to avoid inheritance tax. (Pegg, et al. and Boffey, 2016). Prior to the Panama scandal there was the banking scandal, in an article by Brady, B. et al. (2012) David Cameron faced severe criticism regarding the lack of interference of the bonus system used for publicly owned banks.
 In the face of all this evidence of one senior Conservative seemingly to actively engage in avoiding tax and his reluctance to punish others that bend or dodge the tax rules, the Conservative’s condemn people who are unable to take advantage of these rules themselves due to income and class inequality. 
		“…at a time of staggering global inequality, it is perhaps surprising that people are not more animated by the determination of the ultra- rich to avoid their obligations to support our roads, hospitals, soldiers and schools.” De Vries and Reeves, (2017).

In a study from the Joseph Rowntree Foundation compiled by Barnfield and Horton, (2009), people seemed less tolerant to persons who claimed benefits than wealthier people. Tax avoidance from the wealthiest was accepted as the norm, whilst in contrast, when people who flaunt the benefit system through loop holes are condemned, and it is this that the Conservative Government has seized upon to introduce cuts to all welfare claimants, indeed this is acknowledged by;
		“… public antipathy towards benefit scroungers has been the rock upon which successive Conservative-led parliaments have built the case for austerity…and … kept the opposition between hardworking people and lazy benefit claimants right at the centre of their messaging on spending cuts”. De Vries and Reeves (2017). 
The injustice for the working class who are perceived to be benefit scroungers have been coerced in legal hegemony, supporting policies that have in turn affected their own lives, Duncombe (2002), cited in Thompson, (2018) reiterates that the system can be portrayed as existing as a social norm … ‘even if it appears rebellious.’ (Thompson, pg.114, 2018).
Since the shake up of the Welfare system, the current Prime Minister Theresa May’s hegemony in continued cuts, has resulted in disability payments being reviewed and the closure of the independent living fund, a policy from the previous Labour Government. Many protesters have campaigned and called for Theresa May to resign her position as Prime Minister. (Elgot, 2017). Furthermore, the protesters stated, … “this is regression… a return to a segregated society where disabled people are separated… invisible to the wider public.” (Elgot, 2017).
There has been an increasing amount of appeals in the justice system following what can only be described as income injustice and inequality between class levels. (BBC, 2016). 
A recent case in the high court shows how justice is overruled and empowerment enforced when the Government uses tax payer money to fight cases against the public them-selves, a hypocrisy when the common man or woman are not able to easily access funds or the knowledge to fight such cases. (Bulman, 2018). 
The discourse used by the Government reiterates the legal power implemented in its legal framework in society, the assumption that what they are doing is the societal norm which is generally accepted by the public which may be due to lack of knowledge. (Thompson, pg.5; 2007). Foucault (1972, 1975, 1977) discourse reminds us that discourses can become institutionalised, with constant repetition, therefore in contrast and in respect of this article presented by Ramesh (2013) the Government are constantly reminding people that benefit claiming is a stigma and are not worthy of living in society. (Ramesh, 2012)
In conclusion, the news papers who ran the story have been accused of scaremongering, and whipping up hate against benefit claimants:
		“… disproportionate coverage of fraud is linked to higher levels of stigma, with the readers of stigmatising newspapers, such as the Sun, believing there were higher levels of deception within the welfare system”. (Ramesh, 2012).
Ramesh further states that benefit fraud is covered by 30% in the media, in real terms it is at the most only 3%. The newspapers, the Sun, Mail and Express seem to promote negative rhetoric against claimants of benefits. The evidence seems to be upheld. (Ramesh, 2012).












References
Barnfield, L. and Horton, T. (2009). Understanding Attitudes to Tackling Economic Inequality. Available at: https://www.jrf.org.uk/report/understanding-attitudes-tackling-economic-inequality. (Accessed: 07 May 2018).
BBC News (2011). David Cameron Sets Out Welfare Reform Bill Plans. Available at: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-12486158. (Accessed: 18 May 2018).
BBC News (2016). Families Win Against Housing Benefit Cut. Available at: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-37921766. (Accessed: 07 May 2018). 
Boffey, D. (2016). Cameron Faces Questions Over £200,000 Gift from Mother. Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2016/apr/09/david-cameron-questions-gift-mother. (Accessed: 10 May 2016).
Brady, B., Dugan, E. and Merrick, J. (2012). We’re All in This Together, says PM. Really, Mr. Cameron. Available at: https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/were-all-in-this-together-says-pm-really-mr-cameron-6296344.html. (Accessed: 09 May 2018).
Bulman, M. (2018). Government Wins High Court Appeal Against Ruling Benefit Cap Unlawfully Discriminates. Available at: https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/benefit-cap-high-court-appeal-government-single-parents-children-two-age-a8256936.html. (Accessed: 19 May 2018). 
Cameron, D. (2011) David Cameron Sets Out welfare Reform Bill Plans. Available at: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-12486158. (Accessed: 18 May 2018).
De Vries, R. and Reeves, A. (2017). Why Do People care More About Benefit Scroungers Than Billions Lost to The Rich? Available at:  https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/nov/15/benefit-scroungers-billions-rich-paradise-papers-tax-avoidance. (Accessed: 10 May 2018).
D.W.P. (2013). Duration on Working-age Related Benefits, Great Britain. Available at:  https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/223252/duration_wa_benefits_analysis_gb.pdf. (Accessed: 10 May 2018).
Elgot, J. (2017). Disability activists block House of Commons Entrance in Cuts Protest. Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2017/jul/19/disability-activists-block-house-of-commons-entrance-in-cuts-protest. (Accessed: 08 May 2018).
Foucault, M. (1972). The Archaeology of Knowledge. London. Tavistock.
Foucault, M. (1975). The Birth of the Clinic: An Archaeology of Medical Perception. New York. Vintage Books. 
Foucault, M. (1977). Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison. London. Allen Lane.
Ipswich Conservatives, (2011). David Cameron, We Are All in This Together. Available at: https://www.ipswichconservatives.com/news/david-cameron-we-are-all-together. (Accessed: 10 May 2018).
Pegg, D., Watt, H., Garside, J. and Harding, L. (2016). David Cameron Panama Papers: A Special Investigation. Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2016/apr/06/the-cameron-network-inherited-wealth-and-family-companies. (Accessed: 10 May 2018).
Ramesh, R. (2012). Scrounger Stigma Puts Poor People Off Applying for Essential Benefits. Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/society/2012/nov/20/scrounger-stigma-poor-people-benefits. (Accessed: 12 May 2018).
Ramesh, R. (2013). Is Britain a Nation of Lazy Scroungers? Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/politics/reality-check/2013/apr/24/benefits.  (Accessed: 10 May 2018.)
Thompson, N. (2007). Power and Empowerment. Dorset. Russell House Publishing.
Thompson, N. (2018). Applied Sociology. New York.  Routledge.
Watt, H. and Pegg, D. (2016). Panama Papers: 22 People Face Tax Evasion Investigation in UK. Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/nov/08/panama-papers-22-people-face-tax-evasion-investigations-in-uk. (Accessed: 08 May 2018). 
Great Britain. Welfare Reform Act: Elizabeth II. Chapter 5. (2012) London: National Archives. http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2012/5/contents/enacted/data.htm. (Accessed: 10 May 2018).
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Page 1 | 1

