Darriann Evans (1602281)

During the following essay, it will be outlining different ways the internet can be used as an academic research tool for the study of religion(s). The following will also be mentioning areas of good practice whilst researching for information on the internet. The essay will be outlining personal experiences of personal online research of the strengths and limitations which have been encountered whilst researching. Finally, there will also be an analysis of a resource/website that has been a prominent tool of resourceful help during private studies. Oliver Krüger states that the “Religious Internet research is just the beginning and some of these questions have provoked initial answers. [footnoteRef:1]”  [1:  Krüger, O., Methods and Theory for Studying Religion on the Internet (2005) Online Journal: available at: http://www.unifr.ch/sr/assets/files/Krueger%20page%20perso/Online%20Krueger/OnlineIntro.pdf [accessed 10/12/17 - 18:30pm] ] 


Firstly, ‘Google[footnoteRef:2]’ is a search engine which allows people to easily access large amounts of different information/research. Using Google people can research whatever subject they would like to gather information on instantly. The ways to use good practice on Google is make sure that the time and date is recorded when the website is accessed, if information is used in an assessment make sure that this is incorporated within the assignment clearly. Also making sure to use credible websites to collect information/references, for instance steering away from websites like ‘Wikipedia[footnoteRef:3]’ because information can be tampered with or altered which makes the resource unreliable. Oliver Krüger also states that “immanent internet research offers many new perspectives of religious studies.[footnoteRef:4]” Personal experiences of using Google during assignments is that there are quite a few reliable resources/websites which can be accessed quickly. However, some resources can be changed which is a limitation because the information for assignments has been incorrect leaving a lower mark on some assignments and therefore this has been a personal concern whilst using Google as a research tool for assignments.  [2:  https://www.google.co.uk/?gfe_rd=cr&dcr=0&ei=-10wWsTQJaWxtge9m6iQDg [accessed 08/12/17 – 17:30pm]]  [3:  https://www.wikipedia.org - [accessed 08/12/17 – 17:30pm]]  [4:  Krüger, O., Methods and Theory for Studying Religion on the Internet (2005) Online Journal: available at: http://www.unifr.ch/sr/assets/files/Krueger%20page%20perso/Online%20Krueger/OnlineIntro.pdf [accessed 10/12/17 - 18:30pm]] 


Another search engine which can be used in academic research for the study of religion(s) is ‘Google Scholar[footnoteRef:5]’, Google Scholar is also run by Google this is mainly targeted at academic research and for people wanting to find academic sources. Google Scholar usually finds writings/information in PDF form and these are usually more of a reliable source. Good practice to keep in mind whilst using Google Scholar is that again record the time/date when the source has been accessed. Also, if it was an online journal make sure you write down the author, the publish date, where it was published, the title of the journal and then the hyperlink and then at the end when this resource was accessed. During personal study Google Scholar has been a big help for getting resources and finding out information for assignments. A limitation which has presented itself whilst using Google Scholar is that finding one resource might be helpful but finding other resources to back up the information which has been put into an assignment has been difficult.  [5:  https://scholar.google.co.uk [accessed 08/12/17 – 18:00pm] ] 


‘Google Books[footnoteRef:6]’ is a way to find books online, this would be helpful in the usefulness of using the internet in academic research for the study of religion(s). Google Books give a range of different online books and also where to find them to buy/rent from libraries or online sites of which to buy the full text. Google Books gives a preview of the book and also allows the full text to be read online. Good practice of using Google Books making sure that the title, date of publication and where it was published is correct because there might be various different places that it could have been published and at different times. The use of Google Books in personal study has been useful because it has allowed for different resources to be used within assignments which couldn’t have been accessed before, for instance during research for a presentation on Indigenous Religions. However, personally it can be harder to focus on whilst looking for information to be used in assignments whereas using a book instead of an interactive book during research for assignments are personally easier to use.  [6:  https://books.google.co.uk [accessed 08/12/17 – 18:30pm]] 


The use of social media for instance ‘Facebook[footnoteRef:7]’ and ‘Twitter[footnoteRef:8]’ to acquire different information for research is a different way but also effective. Using Facebook and Twitter to collect research for the study of religion(s) is a new way but when researching for information keeping in mind what information would be effective. Finding information on different aspects on religions on Facebook and Twitter would be looking at what is happening on the trending pages or visiting pages which are centred around the particular religion the assignment was based on, but once the information has been found, check the information with various other websites for its reliability in case it is incorrect. Good practice when using Facebook and Twitter is to take pictures of where the information is collected from, then including a link to the picture within the assignment also with a recorded time and date of when the information was accessed in the reference list of an assignment. During personal study of collecting information for my assignments the use of Facebook and Twitter has never really been used during my assignments, mainly because I would be worried that it is more view based instead of factual. So personally, there has not been any opportunity to encounter any of the strengths and limitations of using Facebook and Twitter as a research tool.  [7:  https://www.facebook.com - [accessed 06/12/17 – 13:00pm]]  [8:  https://twitter.com - [accessed 07/12/17 – 14:00pm] ] 


‘YouTube[footnoteRef:9]’ is also another way research can be collected for information on different aspect of religions in video form, there are large quantities of videos on YouTube which can outline different facts on religion which can help with different resources for different assignments. Whilst using YouTube as a research tool it will allow a lot of videos to be accessed and which is easy to understand plus the videos are quite short usually, which means that a lot of information can be collected quickly. Good practice to keep in mind when using YouTube as a research tool is to watch related videos to make sure the information is reliable, but to be extra secure in what information that has been collected is correct visit other websites to make sure it is correct, but again recording the time and date the video was accessed if it has been referenced within an assignment. Using YouTube in personal study has been useful mainly because of how much information can be collected and used in an assignment. However, sometimes some videos cannot work well within certain pieces of work, for instance a video which was included into a presentation this did not work well with the overall theme, which there could have been another video which could have worked better in this piece of work.  [9:  https://www.youtube.com - [accessed 08/12/17 – 13:00pm] ] 


YouTube has been really useful in my own studies because it has allowed me to access different facts and religious peoples’ views which I may have not been able to have encountered through other internet research tools. I have used YouTube to find out different facts and opinions for different assignments, for instance watching videos on the topic of an essay has allowed me to put in different views and facts of what happened throughout the video, not only in written assignments but also in presentations I have also been able to include videos to portray what I have been saying throughout the presentation through a video I have found on YouTube. During a presentation, I did in my first year on, YouTube allowed me to access different videos on information on ‘Scientology[footnoteRef:10]’ for instance watching a documentary from ‘Louis Theroux on Scientology[footnoteRef:11]’ allowed me to gather more information which I would not have accessed otherwise, also finding different views and thoughts on Scientology from scholars which have created YouTube videos also allowed me to collect information and put it into my presentation. Also, whilst preparing for exams watching videos on YouTube has allowed me to find different facts and opinions which I can then transfer into my exam answers.  [10:  https://www.scientology.org - [accessed 09/12/17 – 12:00pm]]  [11:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eoZ9OkcOS4E [accessed 09/12/17 – 13:00pm]] 


‘Keepvid[footnoteRef:12]’ also coincides with YouTube or any video site, using the URL Keepvid will allow you to download the video and access the video whenever you need to when you have to collect information from the video. Keepvid would allow you to keep back-up copies of the video just in case it has been deleted or has problems with the video in the future. Good practice when using Keepvid make sure that the video has a recorded time and date when you download the video from Keepvid. Keep in mind that Keepvid is secure and does not allow for future problems with the computer used to download the video. Keeping in mind the time frame of which you have to complete the work and whether Keepvid can download the information in time to allow you to collect material from the video. The use of Keepvid in my work has been non-existent because I prefer to just use YouTube instead of downloading the video, instead I save the video onto my bookmarks to make sure I can find the resource again if I need to, also saving copies of the URL in different places to ensure that the video can be found again.  [12:  https://keepvid.com [accessed 10/12/17 – 15:00pm] ] 


‘The Way Back Machine[footnoteRef:13]’ is an archive search which gives extended amounts of information about a topic of research. The Way Back Machine also gives information from years ago up until yesterday which is a lot of information which can be collected for an assignment. Good practice of using The Way Back Machine is again to record the time and date of when the site was accessed and when the information was collected. Another way of good practice when using this archive search is to save the gathered information in various different places to make sure you do not lose any of the material collected. Whilst using The Way Back Machine it can be argued that using this type of research tool is ‘surfing the internet’ instead of doing academic research. During my studies, I have never used The Way Back Machine although I will use it in future assignments because it seems like a good way to collect a lot of academic sources and information which will help during research for my future work.  [13:  http://web.archive.org/web/*/hinduism - [accessed 10/12/17 - 18:00pm] ] 


Another search engine which is called ‘Alexa[footnoteRef:14]’ this was designed to answer questions for academic research, for instance asking about Islamic Studies the Alexa Company would give various different information about Islamic Studies and what and where topics of Islamic Studies can be found or explained in better detail. Good practice when using Alexa would be to make sure that you focus on what you are doing instead of looking at social media and making sure that the time frame of which the assignment needs to be finished in would allow for significant research instead of surfing the web. Also deciding how to manage the data collected appropriately meaning that you know where to find it once you have closed the website, making sure you can find the information again.  [14:  https://www.alexa.com - [accessed 11/12/12 – 12:00pm]] 


To conclude, the internet can be used as a useful research tool for the study of religion(s) if used correctly and within the time frame given for the assignment and research to be done correctly. There have been many useful internet websites which have helped develop my personal internet research skills, but the internet is always growing and changing which is constantly allowing for more information to be collected. YouTube, Google, Google Scholar are the main research tools I use but have help tremendously with gathering information for assignments. 
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