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The two things that will make this a valuable and
enjoyable learning experience:

Be present.
Ask questions.
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Contextual Practices is a common component to your BA at Swansea
RO | e College of Art, UWTSD. All ‘honours’ courses have a written component.
Contextual Practices is the Designer Maker Cluster

overarching research strand
between three academic areas
of practice at SCA,; it provides
links between the disciplines and
develops the language and
frameworks through which
practice is articulated, discussed
and developed, both in written
and spoken forms. Contextual
Practices places practice at the

centre of your research. /

Design & Media
Cluster

Fine Art & Photography
Cluster

C— Contextual Practices —



Role

Contextual Practices

* Interweaves writing and content

* Promotes writing as a practice

 Models theoretical and practical content as
tools for your practice

* Encourages you to explore your language
and develop your articulacy, both essential
tools for your success!



Level 4 —

Level 5 ——

Level 6

M-Level study/employment

Students build a general but essential
vocabulary and understanding of how to
articulate practice-based research in
textual, visual and verbal formats.

Students are taught in discrete research strands to
further develop their individual practice interests and
translate them into textual, visual and verbal formats.

Students use their individual practice-based research, textual, visual
and verbal communication abilities to define and articulate their own
highly individual focus area, preparing them for both M-Level study
and employment.



Ways of Thinking (ADDA4022)

You have 20 credits of Contextual Practices per
academic year in the first two years.

Ways of Thinking (SEM1) is a 10 credit module,
as is Ways of Perceiving (SEM?2).

You must pass both to progress to the next year.
The pass mark is 40%.



Level 4 —

Level 5 ——

Students build a general but essential

vocabulary and understanding of how to
articulate practice-based research in

textual, visual and verbal formats.

FOCUS ON DEVELOPING YOUR ESSENTIAL
RESEARCH, WRITING SKILLS & ABILITIES

FOCUS ON DEVELOPING YOUR
SUBJECT KNOWLEDGE

Students are taught in discrete research strands to
further develop their individual practice interests and
translate them into textual, visual and verbal formats.

DEMONSTRATE
ALL SKILLS

Students use their individual practice-based research, textual, visual

Level 66— AND SUBJECT and verbal communication abilities to define and articulate their own

KNOWLEDGE highly individual focus area, preparing them for both M-Level study

v

and employment.

M-Level study/employment




Welsh l[anguage:

Welsh Language and Culture

lwan Vaughan is available to work with Welsh speakers who can attend the Welsh
Language sessions for discussion about the work

iwan.vaughan@uwtsd.ac.uk

Gwen Beynon will also join us early in the semester to introduce herself and her
specialist area of the Welsh language and bilingualism.

gwen.beynon@uwtsd.ac.uk



Assessment criteria

1. Engagement with Literature skills
2. Knowledge and Understanding Skills
3. Cognitive and Intellectual Skills

4. Practical Application Skills

5. Transferrable Skills for Life and Professional Practice



Weighting: Level 4

Module 1
1. Engagement with Literature skills 40%

2. Knowledge and Understanding Skills 10%
3. Cognitive and Intellectual Skills 10%

4. Practical Application Skills 30%
5. Transferrable Skills for Life and Professional Practice 10%

And for Module 2
1. Engagement with Literature skills 40%
2. Knowledge and Understanding Skills 10%
3. Cognitive and Intellectual Skills 10%
4. Practical Application Skills 20%
5. Transferrable Skills for Life and Professional Practice 20%



Weighting: Level 5

Module 1
1. Engagement with Literature skills 30%

2. Knowledge and Understanding Skills 20%
3. Cognitive and Intellectual Skills 20%

4. Practical Application Skills 20%
5. Transferrable Skills for Life and Professional Practice 10%

Module 2
1.Engagement with Literature skills 20%

2.Knowledge and Understanding Skills 30%

3.Cognitive and Intellectual Skills 30%

4.Practical Application Skills 10%

5.Transferrable Skills for Life and Professional Practice 10%



Weighting: (Level 6)

1.Engagement with Literature skills 20%
2.Knowledge and Understanding Skills 20%
3.Cognitive and Intellectual Skills 20%

4.Practical Application Skills 20%
5.Transferrable Skills for Life and Professional Practice 20%
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Content




Content Level 4

In semester 1 you will develop a portfolio of written ideas about your own practice drawn from
your taught sessions and your own independent research. You will be assessed on three pieces
of writing: one for each of their lecture strands. (Portfolio = 1500 words in total)

Hand-in Deadline: Tuesday 12th December 2023 (by 12pm = noon).
Feedback available from Tuesday 30th January 2024 (by 5pm).

In semester 2 you will create and write the rationale for an imagined exhibition. This will involve
applying the research practices and approaches from your taught sessions. (1500 words)
Hand-in Deadline: Tuesday 30t April 2024 (by 12pm = noon)

Feedback available from Wednesday 30t" May 2024 (by 5pm)
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Who:

The taught sessions will usually be led by me

There will also be a session with Gwen Beynon who is faculty-wide Welsh
coordinator. Emily Wild from the library will join us for a session on research skills
and using the online library.
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What:

" For your first Contextual Practices 12-week module, your taught
sessions will address how creative practitioners look, think, write,
consider, reshape, redesign, understand and contextualise the cultural
practices that surround them. Your interactive sessions will also focus
on how such things can be recorded or written into texts, how such
texts are structured, and what they can look like.



How:

Your first week will introduce you to the core concepts and structure of the module as
well as your core lecturer.



How:

The lecturer you start with is the one who will mark your work and talk to you about

any concerns you have about the course requirements. They will keep your attendance
register so you should email them if you are unable to attend.

Lectures will start at 9.30am, please be prompt. This is just respectful to your fellow
students and your lecturer.

If you are going to be late please let me know as sometimes it is unavoidable, and | do
appreciate that!

Does this sound fair?



Contact:

Email:

martin.bush@uwtsd.ac.uk
or

iwan.vaughan@uwtsd.ac.uk
(for Welsh Language submissions across the Faculty of Art and Design)



Which:

At Swansea College of Art, UWTSD students are welcome to submit work in English or
Welsh. Iwan provides Welsh language tutorials and seminars across all levels of study.

Yng Ngholeg Celf Abertawe, mae croeso i fyfyrwyr PCYDDS gyflwyno gwaith yn

Saesneg neu Gymraegqg.
Mae Iwan yn darparu sesiynau tiwtorial a seminarau Cymraeq ar draws pob lefel

astudio.



&/Vélesm overview T sgwlag% G%/mllaeg'
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Where:

| will teach you in person in the lecture theatre unless you are notified otherwise.

You will be taught at the same time throughout your first academic year:

Tuesday 9.30am — 11.30pm
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Ways of Thinking (ADAD4018)

Module Aims:

To provide students with an introduction to the historical
and contemporary contexts of cultural artefact and image
production and to key ideas, artists, designers, ideologies,

movements, philosophies and philosophers surrounding
such production.



Ways of Thinking (ADAD4018)

Learning Outcomes:

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:

- identify and discuss a diversity of approaches to understanding
elements of cultural endeavour and apply a range of critical
theories to their analysis;

- articulate and communicate their ideas by making reference to
academic sources and employing appropriate citation and
referencing conventions.



What do you need you to do?

Complete 3 tasks which together make up your Portfolio of Writing
Observational Writing (deconstruction) WHAT | SEE
Manifesto Writing (declarative) WHAT | BELIEVE IN

Practice-based Writing (reflective) WHAT | THINK



What do you need you to do?

Use a minimum of 3 books per task. Additional research sources could be
Jjournal/newspaper articles or online sources.

Outcome: 500 words + map and images.
Show your research with a bibliography.

Submit this in the portfolio.

All three tasks should be combined into one document and submitted in
your Portfolio of Writing on Tuesday 12t" December 2023. Your portfolio
should contain a total of 1500 words (or equivalent).



What do you need you to do?

Writing Task 1: Writing Task 2: Writing Task 3:
500 Words 500 Words 500 Words
Declarative Writing Observational Practice-based
(+ justification & critique) Writing Writing
(+ deconstruction & (+ reflection & critique)
critique)

N |

1500 words in total

Advised minimum range of sources: 3 books per task. Additional research
sources could be journal/newspaper articles or online sources




Your Portfolio of Writin

TASK: Observational Writing: Observational Writing: Identify an image, poster, cover,
design, advertisement, or any other single piece of graphic design, and write a semiotic
analysis. Choose 3 key aspects of semiotics and use them to simplify and focus your

writing. Conclude by assessing how your understanding of your chosen image has
changed.

Use a minimum of 3 books per task. Additional research sources could be
journal/newspaper articles or online sources.

Outcome: 500 words + map and images. Show your research with a reference list.
Submit this in the portfolio.

%k 3k 3k ok ok 3k %k k k ok



Your Portfolio of Writin

TASK: Manifesto Writing: Write a manifesto of 8 short statements regarding your beliefs,
principles, and design practice. Please submit these 8 statements, but do not count them
in your 500 words.

With a particular focus on three of your manifesto statements, write a 500 word overview
with images of your beliefs.

Use a minimum of 3 books per task. Additional research sources could be
journal/newspaper articles or online sources.

Outcome: 500 words + map and images. Show your research with a reference list.
Submit this in the portfolio.

%k 3k 3k ok ok 3k %k k k ok



Your Portfolio of Writin

TASK: Practice-based writing: Write about a design, object, or artefact you have created
yourself. The intention is to explore and discover your thinking through writing. Think
reflectively to develop your understanding of your process by analysing your initial
reactions, and your individual responses, around the creation of this chosen piece. Use
further reading to develop your understanding. Then critically summarise the results of
your design process through an analysis of your work.

Use a minimum of 3 books per task. Additional research sources could be
journal/newspaper articles or online sources.

Outcome: 500 words + map and images. Show your research with a reference list.
Submit this in the portfolio.



What do you need you to do?

All three tasks should be combined into one document and submitted in your
Portfolio of Writing on Tuesday 12t" December 2023. Your portfolio should contain
a total of 1500 words (or equivalent).
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What do you need you to do?

Module 1
1.Engagement with Literature skills 40%

2.Knowledge and Understanding Skills 10%
3.Cognitive and Intellectual Skills 10%

4.Practical Application Skills 30%
5.Transferrable Skills for Life and Professional Practice 10%



What do you need you to do?

Put the time in!

o —

Scheduled learning

100 100%




What do we need
you to do?

- Studentship
- Tolerance of Ambiguity
- Independent research




Studentship

- Attend = Come every week

- Be on time = arrive early enough to
ensure you are seated and ready to
start at 9:30am

- Be prepared - bring note books,
sketch books, pens, etc

- Be enthused — pay attention and
think about the ideas we all share

- Ask questions — it’s how we learn!




Imperatives!

When we ask you to read something,

read it! Prepare your ideas for the

next session.

s*  Make notes

*  Write down what you think
about the text.

*  Draw maps of the text.

* Draw doodles of the ideas.

Do some of your own thinking before

we meet again.

¢ &

*

®

&

*

¢ &

*

®




Tolerance of Ambiguity

“Ambiguity tolerance/intolerance is a
psychological construct which describes the
relationship that individuals have with ambiguous
stimuli or events. Individuals view these stimuli in
a@tra/ and open way wr as a threat.”




AmDbIgUity e

ORIGIN ambiguous, from ambigere to go about
or waver, from the prefix ambi — both ways and
agere to drive



Tolerance .o

ORIGIN tolerare, -atum, from tollere to lift up.
To be fair towards and accepting of different
ideas and opinions.

Capable of enduring confusing situations to find
out where they will go and what such situations

will teach.



Tolerance of Ambiguity

To think about something from a range of
perspectives.

Start writing things down even if you don’t know
where you are going or what you are doing!

One way is not the only way!



Become an Independent Researcher

Not dependent or relying on others;
completely self-governing autonomous;

= be decisive, make choices based on your own
understanding of the task, and most importantly,
know why you are doing what you are doing.



Qu eStiO n S (noun)

question, n.

View as: Outline | Full entry

Do you
have any?

Pronunciation: Brit. (§J/'kwest[(a)n/, 3/'kwestjen/, U.S. 3/ 'kwest[(a)n/,
O/ kweltf(a)n/
Forms: ... (Show More)

Frequency (in current use): eecsocee

Origin: Of multiple origins. Partly a borrowing from French. Partly a borrowing from Latin. Etymons: French
questioun; Latin quaestion-, quaestio.

Etymology: < Anglo-Norman questioun, questiun, Anglo-Norman and Old French, Middle French ... (Show More)

I. That which is enquired about, discussed, or debated.
1.

a. A point or topic to be investigated or discussed; a problem, or a matter Thesaurus »
forming the basis of a problem.






