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A Critical Comparison of two Secondary Sources
Word count: 

This essay cricitally compares and contrasts two papers, T. L. Brink, ‘Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation’, Review of Religious Research, Vol. 20, (1978), pp. 82-85, and of Tony Walter and Helen Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief’, Sociology of Religion, Vol. 60, No. 2 (Summer, 1999), pp. 187-197. The comparison focuses on methodology employed in both pieces, the researchers’ academic rationale, their position on the insider / outsider continuum in relation to their target groups, and the positioning of their projects within a larger academic framework, looking at how the authors have related their field work data to relevant literature. Furthermore the essay will consider structure, whether arguments were based on evidence or not, and how similar concepts were considered and dealt with.
Context
T L Brink, 69 (according to https://www.craftonhills.edu/this-is-crafton/profiles/tl-brink.php), psychology professor at Crafton Hills College (for 30 years) now specialized in geriatric psychology and qualitative research and prolific author of books, encyclopedia articles and over 200 publications until today;( https://works.bepress.com/tlbrink/) article published in “Review of Religious Research” in 1978 which makes him 26 and a young researcher at the time. He conducted his piece of research with 227 ‘junior and senior students at a Catholic college high school’ for girls in Belmont, California during his occupation as a teacher at the same college. The journal in which the article was published understands itself as providing ‘research information on religion and religious organizations in the lives of individuals and in the wider society’, and ‘sharing and comparing of applied studies between denominational and academic researchers’. (https://www.springer.com/journal/13644) The author has later engaged in religious discourse also, see ‘How to Argue with an Atheist: How to win the Argument without losing the person’. From this, it can be argued that Brink had at the time a religious inclination that could have affected his perspective on the issue at hand.
Tony Walter, born in London, Sociologist, set up and is course director of an MA in Death & Society, one study of interest was also sociology and religious faith, ‘this deriving from his earlier religious faith, though he is now agnostic’ but he did not state if he was an insider on belief in reincarnation, or which religions faith he held earlier. (https://www.reading.ac.uk/AcaDepts/lw/staff/tony.htm)
One of his main research interests is afterlife beliefs. 

Helen Waterhouse published a PhD thesis in 1997with a case study in British Buddhism at the University of Bath. (http://researchspace.bathspa.ac.uk/1437/1/Helen%20Waterhouse%20-%201997.pdf)
2001 followed a chapter book chapter Waterhouse, Helen (2001). Representing western Buddhism: a United Kingdom focus. In: Beckerlegge, Gwilym ed. From Sacred Text to Internet. Religion today: tradition, modernity and change series. Ashgate Publishing Company, pp. 117–160.
Also 2001: Walter, Tony and Waterhouse, Helen (2001). Lives-Long Learning: The Effects of Reincarnation Belief on Everyday Life in England. Nova Religio, 5(1) pp. 85–101.
Source can be found online at http://oro.open.ac.uk/view/person/hjw26.html
Their article wasi published in Sociology of Religion, hence aimed at an academic audience interested in Sociology and/or Religion, published by the Oxford University Press.
At the time the paper was written (1999), Walter was a Lecturer and soon to be professor

of Sociology at the university of Reading. 
Summary of the texts
T. L. Brink’s piece examined the ‘religious attitudes of 227 junior and senior students, regards to consistency between beliefs in Roman Catholic doctrine, reincarnation and astrology. Presumes a logical incompatibility between the three hypothesizing that respondents who accept one of the three, there would be a rejection of the other two.
 He found his hypothesis not confirmed in his results, and went on to explaining it with irrational states of the adolescence that his respondents were in and concluding with an assumption that those beliefs ‘serve similar functions for some adolescent girls: the provision of security in the face of confusion and uncertainty’.
The aim of Walter and Waterhouse (further referred to with the abbreviation WAWA) is to show that reincarnation is a private belief in Britain that does not affect morals or lifestyle and can exist next to other beliefs which do not teach it.
Text analysis
Literature review (and academic rationale)

how effectively have the researchers related

their field work data (from interview and/or questionnaires) to relevant literature and

positioned their projects within a larger academic framework?’
Brink mentioned cognitive theories that stress the importance of attitude consistency at the beginning of his paper. He names social psychological theories and their authors (such as Heider and balance, Osgood and congruity, cognitive dissonance, logical-affective consistency, belief congruence and affective-cognitive consistency but did not indicate specifics that he applied to his work, nor referred back to any of these sources as his piece continues. 

He gave a bibliography at the end but did not mention what exactly in their works he was referring to.
His academic rationale was a hypothesis (with no supporting literature or finding given) that ‘simultaneous belief in Roman Catholic doctrine, atrology, and reincarnation is logically incompatible’.
 No sources were given, none on astrology or reincarnation; From this point on his paper is flawed. Although it shows a clear and coherent structure, the work starts from an unfounded claim. Hennink, Hutter and Bailey (HHB) say that the a theory must be well supported by data (HHB p. 260, 263) 
No author or publication was given to refer to his ‘functional perspective’. 
In the discussion and conclusions Brink appears to look for explanations of his surprising results. Also, Erikson, who he mentions briefly later in the discussion to explain the supposed inconsistency in belief, but without detail how and what phenomenon similar to Brink’s findings Erikson described.
Here Brink was throwing names around, referred to by HHB as ‘name dropping’ (HHB p.300)
WAWA  establish a short definition for reincarnation and go from there consistently. 
Both papers have a common theme: reincarnation. Both look at it from different angle and from different philosophies. To Brink, belief in reincarnation is something incompatible with belief in astrology or the Christian religion. To WAWA, in contrast, their paper is all about how belief in reincarnation can be a private belief that can well go next to other faiths, such as the belief in Christ.
Methodology used for the research

The methodology employed by the researchers: how valid has been their choice of

methodology, given the remit of the project?
Surveys are basically a suitable tool for both papers because ‘a survey will aim to obtain information from a representative selection of the population and from that sample will then be able to present the findings as being representative of the population as a whole’. (Bell p.14)
WAWA and Brink refer to existing survey data, WAWA both from their own former work, and from others. While it is basically a good thing to have lots of data if one seeks representative results HHB but warn about the variety (HHB) of different studies. Each has their own focus, and it s often difficult to bring the results together. One possible solution to be very transparent about how the chosen preexisting sources, given their context and focus, can also provide representative and valid information for the work at hand.

WAWA recorded interviews with 30 adults, also 3 group interviews with 21 mainly underaged children (11, 14-15 and 17-18). Adult participants 
Methodology has not allowed him to get into some depth on his main points 
Insider/outsider + reflexivity

2. The position of the researchers on the insider/outsider continuum in relation to their target groups: how has this shaped their projects?

Brink does not declare his position towards his study population
When his hypothesis is not confirmed, he does not critically examine and reflect on his hypothesis in order to seek out potential flaws in his working thesis, but seeks quick explanation in the state his participants were in, bringing Erikson ,Not too much consideration of the reasons why the inconsistencies occurred, and if i such as the remains steadfast on his incompatibility
‘pivots from data analysis to psychoanalysis of his subjects yet omits all self-reflexivity’
He is an outsider 

HH: no declaration of insider/outsider, 
Walter: born in London (referring to the ‘english’); obviously no insider on death and afterlife (but professor of death studies)  he did not state if he was an insider on belief in reincarnation, or which religious faith he held earlier.
Dr. Tony Walter was born in London, his own studies at British universities, no mention of a time of life spent outside of the UK -> insider as a UK resident, (‘lived in Bath since 1977’ (https://www.reading.ac.uk/AcaDepts/lw/staff/tony.htmI) but unclear which position they have in relation to the English (no information given) to be able to say ‘but then the English rarely do wear their religion on their sleeves’ (WW p. 190) or ‘adherence to alternative lifestyles is probably more popular in the West Country’ (WW p. 191)
• Ethical considerations

Brink: 
From today’s perspective –participants were of  too young an age and there was no indication that their participation was voluntary.
Harm can be done by attributing irrationality and imbalance to participants and blaming them for unsatisfactory results.

His role towards participants is not communicated. If he was more than a one-time visiting researcher, issues could arise if there was informed consent and no pressure upon subjects to participate in the study. (Participation appears mandatory
Quite approximate location of the school in question and the background of the majority of the students given, on one hand not indicated why that sample was chosen (convenience?) but
participants might not have felt well represented or even discriminated.
No questions had addressed potential insecurities.
Other points to consider in the essay

· Are the papers clearly and logically structured?

Brink: clear basic structure of his article in terms of starting with an abstract, introduction, hypothesis, procedures and results, a discussion and conclusion section, and a bibliography. Clear academic language, table with survey questions and precentages of respondent’s agreement clearly presented.. 
But: no clear objective stated … builds all sorts of problems. (für Conclusion: purpose to state that there is an inconsistency of belief among roman catholic girls? explain

Literature review and introduction of theoretical frameworks should be stated at the outset of the presentation, before presenting results (Bryman, p.22). After the results section of the survey Brink states that ‘raises more questions than it answers’ and brings up new hypotheses that might explain or justify the results, not going deeper here.

· Are they well written?

· In terms of … do they take the reader by the hand and lead him well, smooth reading, logical Abfolge, not confusing the reader? Does the work flow?
Brink: structurally and formally sound, presentation of his figures in proper academic speech. The handling of his results which did not support his hypothesis appears somewhat confused.  New ideas for explanations introduced in the discussion and conclusion section, new authors (zB Wuthnow study on marginality index regarding astrology) not from the beginning, is confusing. (Ref. Wuthnow)
Problematic is that he mentions sources and theories at the beginning, but does not explain in detail what parts of them he would employ in his survey, the reader is left to guess or look things up for himself and
· Do they rely on evidence, or do they make unfounded claims?

Brink: Sweeping statements, full of unfounded claims and speculations, (Zitate in Discussion section) 

· How do they deal with similar concepts?

Brink: sMentions the names of the concepts and their authors, but does not indicate intersections with this work, does not describe their relevance here, so they partly appear far-fetched, even if from the outer look the comparison seems relevant (zB Marginality and astrology by Wuthnow and marginality in Brink)
5. Conclusion: Briefly summarise what you have discussed – the greatest strengths and

weaknesses of both papers. Don’t introduce new material.
Brink, T. L., 'Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation', Review of Religious Research, 20 (1978), pp. 82-85
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