Independent Research Project
Thomas Llewellyn
1602256

China, Animal rights and The Protection of Endangered Species.

Animal rights has long been a topic for discussion for most of the world, especially in the west which have made laws in order to protect species and the general welfare of animals in the wild. Animals on farms and the ones being slaughtered for food and consumption. China still has made minimal effort in protecting animals against the harsh living conditions they are being forced to endure. In this assignment I’m going to look into Chinas laws and reasonings to why animal welfare laws haven’t made much a huge impact in China compared to the western nations like the UK and the US. I’m further going to explain cultural reasonings behind the consumption of animals that the west condemns, as well as the views from both the west and the east on the issue of animal rights and their welfare. I also have very strong personal opinions on the animal rights matter as I am an animal lover, I will also discuss my feelings towards certain policies and my opinions on how I feel they can be improved or stopped. 
Animal rights can be defined as the rights for animals to live freely without the exploitation and abuse from humans. [1] The rights which animals have differs from country to country and the fight for the rights of animals is a massive cause in which many people from western societies support and agree with. As this view is pushed worldwide, China have faced numerous backlashes for the way its population treat animals. Furthering the problem is the governments lack of response to the outcry animal rights laws condemning people from abusing animals. The country has seen backlashes for illegal animal trade, animals being killed out of revenge and the Yulin dog festival which caused the biggest media outcry in the west. I will expand further about the Yulin dog festival later. 
China currently as of 2018 have no laws or protection for animals allowing the mistreatment and cruel abuse that many animals face living within the Chinese borders. However, there is some laws protecting animals used in scientific research and the protection of animals which are kept in zoos. [2] This is due to international laws on the conservations on endangered species which China have many species within its borders under critical endangerment of becoming extinct. Unfortunately, there is still no laws protecting animals which aren’t protected by zoos and science laws. This means that many animals like dogs, cats and agricultural animals are often mistreated and live through horrible conditions which in my opinion the government should produce laws in the protection of animals which are pets or used in the production of food. This has caused western populations to scrutinize China, with many organizations like PETA to globally campaign for the protection of animals. 
PETA is a charity which campaigns worldwide for the ethical treatment of animals. They have campaigned hard in China since spreading to Asia in 2005. In China, PETA have campaigned against the use of fur at the Hong Kong fashion show, which they have campaigned globally about the use of fur in the fashion industry. [3] This isn’t the only thing in which Peta have campaigned against the Chinese over, they have campaigned year after year against the mistreatment of dogs and during the 10 days in which the Yulin Dog Meat Festival takes place during June. The festival has only been around for 10 years which has caused vast out cries from members of the public and the media. The dog eating festival is tradition that spans hundreds of years according to attendees of the festival, the meat is supposed to take away the heat of the summer months and takes place during solstice. Unfortunately, the dogs are often kept unbelievable conditions in which many of them have diseases and are lost and scared, some even stolen family pets. [4] Many celebrities (Chinese and International) have spoken against the festival and what it practices. Fan Bing Bing, one of China’s highest paid actresses, condemned the festival on social media posting a video calling for its closure. I believe the abuse in which the dogs and other animals face should be made unlawful by the Chinese government as they are seen as pets and so the few shouldn’t be able to produce a festival every year in which dogs are killed simply for a belief that the dog meat is going to keep people the summer heat away in winter months. The dogs are usually stolen and then killed sometimes with wood and metal bars. [5] However, some people argue that the festival is traditional and therefore it should stay. The city’s government should take more control instead of ignoring the festival.


On the other hand, China have made vast improvements in the protection of endangered species. They have set up reservations and nature reserves and have promoted the protection of endangered animals such as the Giant Panda. [6] They have worked with international countries to provide and meet targets set to make sure the protection of species is met. I think that this proves that the Chinese government does have some advances compared to previous examples of Chinese animal protection. Although this isn’t always the case, Pangolins are critically endangered, and the Chinese have hunted them into near extinction. The Chinese use the scales for medicines with a belief that they have medicinal purposes. Furthermore, after the protection enforced by the Chinese government, the trading of illegally imported Pangolins had increased from Java. Was later reinforced reducing the number of Pangolins being imported into the Mainland, Hong Kong had already restricted the movement of Pangolins. [7] I have always watched closely to what is being done about the protection of Pangolins since David Attenborough has been a fond advocate of the protection of the Pangolin, he produced videos of them as early as 1956 with a joint venture with London Zoo. [8] China have also tried to improve its protection along with other species by producing a protection law in 2016. [9].
The protection of animals hasn’t always been China’s main priority and that can be seen by some man-made projects in China such as the Three Gorges Dam on the Yangtze river. The building of dam has allowed China to reduce the amount of fossil fuels in which it uses as it’s a renewable energy, which overall is better when reducing CO2 emissions produced by the country, but the dam caused other problems. The Baiji was a fresh water river dolphin found in the Yangtze which is thought to be extinct as the last possible sighting was 2007 and the sighting is speculated but not proven to be the Baiji dolphin. [10] The last known baiji died in 2002 and hopes of finding any of the species has became sparse. What caused the dolphin can be blamed by many different things as China started an industrial boom in the past 20 years causing traffic in the river to become busier. Along with the industrialization, pollution and other factors like the dam caused problems for the dolphin.  In my opinion the protection of the species happened too late resulting in probable extinction.

Dolphins aren’t the only creature under threat due to the Chinese, the production of Shark fin soup has decimated shark populations due to Chinese consumption. They are a delicacy which is served during lunar new year or weddings. Although since the depletion of sharks and the international pressure from the west, The Chinese mainlanders have changed their perceptions on the consumption of Shark fin but others in Macao, Hong Kong and Taiwan haven’t and the soup is more than popular in these places still causing a problem in the protection of sharks. [11] I do think that more should be done for the protection of sharks just as other species are being protected in China, but sometimes previous traditions are never broken no matter the consequences on the ecosystem. I am happy to see change in the newer generations of Chinese people and that they see that it’s a problem to deplete ecosystems.  The treatment of animals is improving as time goes by and this is proved by the laws which China have placed on the protection of animals in science lab.
The Chinese government has placed laws in which protect animals which are used in laboratories/tested on. This law has come into place as China pushes to be a country with strong research and development aspect as many international countries wont work with a country without ethical animal practices in labs alongside a growing domestication of people fighting against animal abuse. [12] This would allow China then to team with leading specialists to make sure the products made in China are ethically produced and fairly tested on without unimaginable living conditions for the animals. Although I do think this is a great step towards the right direction for animal rights in China, I don’t personally agree with the testing on animals and many people are becoming aware to animal testing causing some problems. However, it is far better for animals being tested on as they are given more life care instead of just being another number in a lab.




The laws about animal rights are relaxed in China compared to some western countries and some animal abuse stories from China are shared around the world. In 2018, a Corgi that was held at ransom by a Chinese woman was eventually thrown from the 6th floor of an apartment building by the dog thief.  [13] This story didn’t have a happy ending since the dog died and unfortunately the culprit inly got a minimum sentence as it was an animal instead of a human. Consequently, this story did bring together people who are still campaigning for the recognition for animals. There is rarely any abuse that happens to animals in the UK as its illegal to do so and animals are protected against abuse. So, seeing a story like this was a shocking factor and aligns with the expanding lists of abuse which animals the Chinese people are trying to reduce. Even though this story is sad, I do believe that it can be used in the promotion of animal equality showing that animal abuse isn’t a great thing and hopefully the country will see a reduction in animal abuse stories.
Overall, I do believe that the Chinese are making great steps towards the protection of animals, from pets to endangered species. I think the changes in the laws to protect animals such as pandas is a great way to start. Furthermore, I think that the laws protecting scientific animals in labs is a great start towards animal rights however more could be done to protect pets from being stolen for the Yulin festival as this has caused the biggest outcry from western countries that believe animals should be protected. Eventually I hope to see that animal testing has stopped and new ways are found instead of using animals.
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