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The UK has a population of over 67 million as reported by the ONS (2020). Making it a relatively small country by population and by size. Furthermore, being a developed country and being an island it's safe to assume national security would be at a high standard in terms of drug trafficking, after all its impossible to just drive into the UK with a car full of illegal drugs. Despite this the issue of drug misuse in the UK is extremely prevalent as stated by the National Crime Agency (2021) there were over 2500 death linked to drug misuse in 2016 alone. To determine where the issue lies and what the public response to this ongoing problem is first, we must determine what exactly is drug misuse. Drug Misuse as defined by the National Collaborating Centre for Mental Health (2008) as the use of a substance for a purpose which does not follow legal or medical guidelines. Furthermore, it has a negative impact on health and can lead to drug dependence. 
The issue of drug misuse in the UK has been an issue for decades as reported by ONS (2017) in 2001 there were 1735 deaths per 100,000 in England alone. This number drops to a low of 1358 per 100,000 in 2003 before rising to 1862 per 100,000 in 2008. Again, the number reduces between 2008 and 2013 before sharply rising to 2120 per 100,000 in 2014 the following year in 2015 the number rose again to 2300 per 100,000. These statistics highlight how the issue has not only been around for decades but also how the issue is getting worse. 
The issue of drug misuse is not just about deaths it is also about dependence and addiction. One key issue in the UK relating to illegal substances is how accessible they are not only to the general population but also to school children, this is highlighted by GOV UK (2019) in 2014 24% of 15-year-olds in England admitted to taking a drug at some point in their lives this number increased to 38% in 2018. This statistic is from UK government meaning they are aware of the drug misuse issue. However, the rising numbers of deaths and drug users indicates not enough is being done to prevent this issue.
In terms of accessibility as previously mentioned the UK being an island means there is only a limited number of ways that drugs can be smuggled in. These methods as stated by the National Crime Agency (2021) include shipping containers, postage, driven from mainland Europe and small boats across the English Channel. These county lines drug trafficking operations are extremely difficult to stop as National Crime Agency (2018) reports it is likely that the drugs market in the UK will increase as a result of serious organised crime gangs who not only cause harm with their drug supply network but also due to their violence and exploitation of vulnerable people. These gangs have proven to be extremely organised and can adapt their methods to evade capture and grow their illegal empire.
Another reason drugs are accessible especially to young people is due to the evolution of social media. The evolution of technology has gone hand in hand with the evolution of crime highlighting the adaptability of criminals in the digital age. Drugs being sold to young people through social media apps is an example of this. The reason social media poses such a threat for drug use and is a haven for criminals is due to the security and the networking advantages, as reported by Moyle et al (2018) social media apps can be used to advertise illegal substances for sale without the physical risk, drug dealers can access a new market of clients without the need to physically be in any danger. Applications such as Snapchat highlight the usefulness of social media for drug dealers as they can advertise their product with a photo which would self-destruct after being opened destroying any evidence of illegal activity. Furthermore, another advantage of social media drug dealing is the networking opportunities on an app like snapchat adding a new “friend” is as easy as clicking a button. This can be done over and over and eventually the new dealer on the app has 100s of “friends” and potential clients while staying completely anonymous. The rise in social media drug dealing is accentuated in research by McCulloch and Furlong (2019) who found that 24% of young people reported that they see illegal drugs on for sale on social media. Furthermore, of these young people 56% saw drugs being advertised on snapchat. Making snapchat the most popular social media app for the sale of illegal substances. The impact of seeing drugs advertised on social media results in the normalisation of illegal substances for young people which creates a new issue as if young people believe illegal substances are normal, they are more likely to try them.
Drug misuse and media have always had a relationship. As national media is consumed so often and by so many people it is easy for tabloids and news programmes to create a narrative. The UK government knows this and have reiterated the need for clear and informed news stories regarding drugs in order to reduce misinformation and contribute to the reduction of drug misuse. The UK Governments drug strategy of 1998 illustrates this point perfectly as reported by The Stationary Office (1998) part of the strategy to reduce the misuse of drugs is for the media to publish informed and transparent stories relating to drugs as they have a responsibility to contribute to the strategy. The government aims to work with national and local media to ensure a good level of informed coverage. This segment of the drug strategy confirms that the UK government relies on the media to be clear and transparent with its stories to avoid panic and the spread of misinformation. The media producing stories relating to drug use is nothing new and despite the press complaints commission stating newspapers should not publish misleading or inaccurate material, several newspapers still do, as reported by Coomber (2000) of 38 publications tested only 7 reported that they were aware of any regulations which may apply to the reporting of drugs. Meaning they were unaware that publishing misleading or incorrect coverage on drugs was against the code of practice. Furthermore, only 11 of the 38 publications tested reported using any regulations when publishing a story. This research exaggerates the need for clear transparent reporting especially on sensitive topics such as drugs misuse.
To conclude, drugs misuse in the UK is currently rising. This is due to several things including the evolution of social media, the adaptability of organised crime gangs and the misinformation being spread by national media which hampers the governments strategies for tackling this issue. 
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