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AIMS
· To examine Jewish and early Christian presentations of and approaches to women and to study those presentations from a historical, social, religious and literary perspective.
· To investigate the shifts in attitude towards the status and significance of women in ancient Judaism and early Christianity.
· To assess the significance of the ways in which feminist criticism is applied in contemporary biblical studies.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
By the end of this module students should be able to:  

· Demonstrate a good understanding of the nature and significance of the various Jewish and early Christian attitudes towards women in religious texts and other artefacts (literary and archaeological);
· Display a good awareness of the similarities and differences between Jewish, early Christian and Graeco-Roman attitudes towards women;
· Assess and evaluate the traditional and contemporary methods of interpreting biblical and Jewish texts;
· Engage analytically with the ways in which feminist critical theories are being applied in biblical interpretation.


CONTENT

· The main features of feminist approaches to biblical interpretation.
· The portrayal of Eve in the creation narratives (Genesis 1-3) and later Jewish and Christian interpretations of the relevant biblical texts.
· A socio-historical investigation of the lives of women – from the cradle to the grave – in ancient Judaism.
· A literary analysis of feminine images, including the presentation of women as key figures in the history of Israel and as victims of terror;
· Jesus’ attitudes towards women in relation to first-century Jewish approaches to women.
· The portrayals of women in the Gospels of Luke and John.
· Paul’s attitude(s) towards women in the context of Greek and Roman culture and society.
· Images of the feminine in the Book of Revelation.

ASSESSMENT
Course work	(100%)
· One essay 2500 words: 50%. Sample essay: Critically assess the status and role of early Christian women in the light of their presentation in the Gospel of Mark.
· Seminar presentation (10 minutes): 25%.
· Encyclopaedia article (1500 words): 25%.
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